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“This is the first time that so
many neighborhoods have worked
together on a tree planting along a
single avenue that crosses multiple
neighborhood borders.” said
Friends of Trees Executive Director
Jane Foreman. “It’s a gift to the
city.”

I'he linear arboretum helps fulfill
a vision of the Olmsted brothers,
who shaped many Portland parks
in the early 1900s. The Olmsteds
recommended a tree lined boule
vard connecting the Columbia River
to the Willamette River

“The only part of that vision that
seemed to get realized is on
Ainsworth,” Gersbach said

Friends of Trees and Portland
Parks and Recreation’s Urban For
estry Division plan to create a bro
chure identifying each of trees to

serve as areterence to homeowners

v wood lree planted on Northeast Ainsworth Street at Alberta Park
Js Saturday along Ainsworth to create a linear arboretum from Martin Luther

seeking unique trees to plant on
their property.

T'he groups hope that the linear
arboretum will help increase tree
diversity in Portland, helping pre
vent massive tree loss if a species
specific disease infects the city’s
trees. Diseases such as Dutch elm
disease have devastaied entire
neighborhoods in Eastern and Mid
lacked in

western cities that

biodiversity According to
Gersbach, such devastation was
completely preventable with good
planning.

“Had those neighborhoods been
planted with a variety of trees, the
devastation would have been much
less. They would have still have
had other trees,” he said.

Gersbach, a resident of
Concordia, is one of the three vol
unteers coordinating the linear ar
boretum project

“Having an easily accessible
avenue of new and interesting
street trees will greatly assist people
who are trying tochoose which tree
to plant. Until now, we've had to
send people to different locations
around the city if they want to see
how a particular species looks,”
said Gersbach

I'o learn more about the Nov. 20
planting or about Friends of Trees,
call 503-282-8846 ext. 17 or visit

www.friendsoftrees.org.

Art Alexakis, frontman for the band Everclear and State Sen.
Margaret Carter, who represents north and northeast Portland,
share the spotlight in a Blazer's ad campaign focusing on the

team’s meaningful relationships.

Focus on Community

I'he Portland Trail Blazers kicked
off the NBA season with an adver
tsing campaign designed to show
the team’s connectedness with
well-known Portland faces and
I1t‘|_§_‘hhn[|11ml| kids

One of the candid moments of
filming for the TV spots brought
together native Portlander Art
Alexakis
Everclear, State

frontman for the band
Sen. Margaret
Carter and Trail Blazer Point Guard

Damon Stoudamire

Carter, atalented gospel singer
belted out John Denver’s “Coun
try Road” Alexakis
strummed on guitar and with a

while
perplexed Stoudamire—appar
ently not familiar with the 70s-era
folk song—joining in only spo
radically

T'he Trail Blazers will air the
commercials during game broad

casts throughout the season
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