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Tuskegee
Alrmen
reunite

(AP)— In the era of Jim Crow
when the Army brass didn’t think
blacks were capable of flying - a
group of minority pilots changed
the way the military looked at race.

T'he Tuskegee Airmen, their
ranks thinning as the World War I1
fighter pilots age, reunited last
weekend in South Carolina

This year marks the 60th anni
versary of the creation in 1944 of
the advanced combat training pro
gram for the black airmen at a small
Army Air Force base in Walterboro,
S.C

The program had started three
years earlier in Tuskegee, Ala. In
all, almost 1,000 pilots would be
trained, 450 deployed overseas and
150 wouldlose their lives in training

or combat.

Fhe pilots deployed to North

Africa and Europe flew support
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missions including strafing en
emy ammunition dumps, rail lines
and highways. Later, the airmen
flew escort for bombers.

Including ground support
personnel, there were about
14,000 Tuskegee Airmen, said
85-year-old Hiram E. Little Sr., a
retired school teacher from At
lanta

l'othe military, the program at

squadron,” said Carter, 85. “They

saidit would create problems. They

were firmly convinced no white

personnel would take orders from
black officers. The Negro press and
otherorganizations and sympathiz
ers brought pressure on the War
Department to do something about
this unit.”

he airmen then proved they
could handle anything asked of

When we returned after V-E Day things

were as biased and racist as they were

before World War 11.

first was simply “an experiment
to prove the Negro could not fly
and fight,” said Herbert Carter,
of Tuskegee, who went on to a
25-year career in the military

“"We were just determined that
all we wanted was an opportunity,”
he Says

But even after the pilots of the
first squadron were trained, the
Army delayed deploying the unit
for months.

“No commander from Burma to
England wanted this all-black

—Herbert Carter, veteran airman

them

None of the bombers escorted
by Tuskegee Airmen fighters were
lost during World War 1, although
66 of the fighter pilots lost their
lives and 33 other fighter pilots
were shot down and taken pris
oner, Carter said.

Atwar’send, the airmen returned
toanation where little had changed.

“We were not so naive as to
think America was going to change
that much,” he said. “When we
returned after V-E Day things were

as biased and racist as they were
before World War I1.”

[twasn’tuntil the late 1970s that
the airmen began to receive recog
nition for what they had done.

Now, through conventions and
meetings, the group wants to pass
Its story to future generations
People with an interest in the his
tory and in getting young people
involved in aviation can join the
J4irmen

“The Buffalo Soldiers were with
l'eddy Roosevelt in the late 1800s
but their organization is still liy
ing,” Little said. “We're trying to
bring new people in so as we die
there will be someone to keep the
luskegee Airmen going for the
future.”

Looking back, Carter says he
feels sorry for those officers all
those years ago who could not see
beyond the colorof asoldier’s skin.
He said he feels “pure pity for the
people who are so biased and preju-
diced in their ways that they can't
accept a person on their own indi-
vidual merits.”

Little says the airmen helped
open doors for those who fol-
lowed.
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Wells Fargo free checking helps you keep your
commitment...for richer. You've found the right
life partner, now you need the right banking partner.
Wells Fargo free checking comes with great benefits
like convenient ATMs and stores for easy access to
help you manage your joint financial needs. You can
also speak with a personal banker who will get to
know you and recommend the right products and
services to help turn your nest egg into wealth for
generations to come. Visit a Wells Fargo store,

call 1-800-WFB-OPEN or log onto wellsfargo.com
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