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Racial Wealth Gap Widens
(A P) —  The enorm ous wealth 

gap betw een white fam ilies and 
blacks and Hispanics has grown 
wider.

A private analysis o f government 
data finds that white households in 
the U.S. had a median net worth of 
greaterthan$SM,(MX)in2()O2,11 times 
more than Hispanics and more than

14 times that o f black Americans, the 
Pew Hispanic Center said in a study 
released Monday.

African A m ericans w ere slow ­
est to em erge from the econom ic 
dow nturn that started in 2(XX) and 
ended in late 2(X) 1, the report found.

Net worth accounts for the values 
o f items such as a home and car.

checking and savings accounts, and 
stocks, minus debts such as mort­
gage, car loans and credit card bills.

G reater w ealth m eans a greater 
ability to  w eather a job  loss, em er­
gency hom e repairs, illness and 
o ther unexpected costs, as well as 
being able to save for retirem ent or 
a ch ild ’s college tuition.

Voters Have Election Doubts

Doublespeak and 
Common Sense 

in Education

By
Reg Weaver,

President,
National

Education
Association

For the last four years, we have been fed a steady diet o f  O rwellian doub le ­
speak. legislation  that allowed for increased air-pollu tion  was nam ed the 
Clear Skies Act. T he Healthy Forests Initiative was a windfall for the logging 
industry. And the Patriot Act actually curtails the rights o f  A m erican citi­
zens in the nam e o f  freedom.

But to  my m ind noth ing  was m ore cynical than to label as school reform  the 
so-called N o Child I eft Behind Act. W hy do  I call it cynical? C ertainly not 
because it called for raising standards o f  achievem ent in o u r public schools 
o r required highly qualified teachers in the nation's classroom s. The 2.7 m il­
lion m em bers o f the National Education Association -  classroom  teachers 
and o th er education professionals -  have worked for those things for years. 
We take issue with the way the bill was crafted.

I urge 

you to 

exercise

your right 

to vote

You see, w ith its com plicated m athem atical form ulas for scoring tests,
NCI.B provides at least 37 different ways for a sch<w)l to  fail. So far, 27,(XX) 
public schools, including som e o f  the nation's top  blue ribbon institutions, 
have stum bled according to NCLB. Rather than help schools succeed, NCLB 
actually sets up the nation’s schools to fail, and then provides pun ishm ents 
when they do. Why, if I didn't know  better, I’d think the governm ent was 
trying to destroy public education rather than im prove it.

Now every parent knows that children learn at different rates, som ething 
apparently forgotten by the au thors o f the bill. NC.l.B requires all children, 
w hether they are recent im m igrants, learning disabled o r  homeless, to  meet 
the sam e standards at the same tim e, as if they were m achine parts p ro­
duced in a factory instead o f  children w ith individual needs and  abilities.

Cloud cast by 
memories of 
2000 in Florida

(A P) —  M em ories o f  F lorida’s 
contested  2000 presidential e lec­
tion and a grow ing num ber o f  pre­
election lawsuits are making Ameri­
cans skeptical about a voting pro­
cess they once took for granted.

Six in 10 o f those surveyed in an 
A ssociated Press poll say it’s likely 
there will not beae lear w inner in the 
presidential race by Nov. 3 - the day 
after the election. A bout ha lf say 
they fear the results will be chal­
lenged in court, according to the 
poll conducted for the A P by Ipsos 
Public Affairs.

Both D em ocrats and R epubli­
cans w orry about the possibility o f 
an unresolved election - though 
D em ocrats express m ore worries. 
W ith both political parties putting 
thousands o f law yers on call for 
E lection Day, a m ajority o f  voters 
expect the election results will be 
challenged in court.

A majority say they are confident 
the vote count in their own state will 
be accurate. But fewer than half o f 
Democrats say they are ‘very confi­
dent” their state’s vote count will be 
accurate, while three-fourths o f  Re­

Sen. John Kerry (left) gets a big presidential campaign boost 
from former President Bill Clinton during a rally in Philadelphia 
Monday. It was Clinton's first public appearance since he 
underwent heart by-pass surgery last month.

publicans feel that way.
In the closing days o f the cam ­

paign, the national parties are keep­
ing especially close tabs on Florida, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Iowa and New 
Mexico, all presidential battleground 
states where a challenge to a close 
race might be lodged Nov. 3.

M ore than h a lf in the poll, 54 
percent, say they think the vote 
count in Florida in 20(X) was not fair 
and accurate, w ith R epublicans 
overw helm ingly saying it was and 
Dem ocrats overw helm ingly saying

it w as not.
Elections officials in many states 

are taking steps to im prove secu­
rity at polling places but are looking 
for w ays to heighten readiness w ith­
out posting arm ed police.

A lm ost ha lf in the poll say hav­
ing arm ed police at the polls w ould 
make them m ore inclined to vote, 
w hile about one in six say it w ould 
m ake them  less inclined. M inority 
voters were more likely than whites 
to say arm ed police w ould make 
them  less inclined to vote.

First Black Admiral Dies

neaNATIONAL
EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

n ea .o rg
Girat Public Schools 

fo r Every Child

Dr. David I’astrict, superin tendent of the M arion C enter School D istrict in 
Indiana sum m ed the problem  up  recently w hen he said, “1 believe philo­
sophically in NCI.B, but 1 don 't believe that all children should be held to 
the sam e standard at the same tim e. It just flies in the face o f  com m on 
sense"

C o m m o n  sense. Now there’s som ething the teachers and education  suppo rt 
professionals o f  the NEA can get behind. As revolutionary as it m ight sound 
in today’s upside-dow n world, NEA believes that school reform  should be 
about helping schools, not labeling and punishing them!

If you too  believe in the power o f  education, and that every child deserves a 
great public school, I urge you to  exercise your right to  vote. W hether this is 
the m ost im portant election in o u r lifetimes is som ething that only history 
can decide, but we can be sure that whatever we decide this election year, it 
will have a lasting effect on  o u r children’s futures and  o u r public schools.

Retired Vice Adm. Sam uel Lee 
G ravely Jr., the first black naval 
o fficer to  becom e an adm iral and to 
com m and a w arship and a fleet, 
d ied Friday at the N ational Naval 
M edical C enter in Bethesda, M d„ 
after a stroke. He was 82.

G ravely began his 38-year Navy 
ca ree r as a firem an  ap p ren tice  in 
1942 and in the 1960s m ade h is ­
tory  by becom ing  ac ting  co m ­

m and ing  o ff ic e r o f  the d es tro y e r 
U SS T heodo re  E. C h an d le r. D u r­
ing the V ietnam  W ar he c o m ­
m a n d e d  th e  d e s t r o y e r  U S S  
T au ssig  and  the gu ided  m issile  
fr iga te  U SS Jouett.

S u b seq u en t a ss ig n m en ts  in ­
c luded  com m and  o f  a  c ru ise r d e ­
stroyer group , the 11 th N aval D is­
tric t and the T h ird  F leet in the 
Pacific. Samuel Lee Gravely Jr.
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DON’T
BE

TURNED
AWAY

This year, every vote has meaning. This year, every person’s vote must 
be counted. But before you go to the polls, make sure you know your rights.

If your right to vote is challenged in your precinct, you have the right to cast 
a provisional ballot, a ballot that will be held until the question of your eligibility 
is resolved through complete and proper channels.

Don’t be turned away. Demand your right to a provisional ballot. Even better, 
get involved with the citizens who are monitoring this election for fairness 
through the voters rights protection program.

The great decisions facing our nation must be determined by the people—our 
seniors, young adults, men and women alike.

Vote on November 2nd.
It’s your right!

It’s your responsibility.

For m ore inform ation on vo ter rights, go  to w w w .afge.org /know yourrigh ts 
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