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Cloud cast by
memories of
2000 in Florida

(AP)
contested 2000 presidential elec-

Memones of Flonda's

tion and a growing number of pre
election lawsuits are making Ameri
cans skeptical about a voting pro
cess they once took for granted.
Six in 10 of those surveyed in an
Associated Press poll say it’s likely
there will not be a clear winner in the
presidential race by Nov. 3 - the day
About half say
they fear the results will be chal

after the election.
lenged in court, according to the
poll conducted for the AP by Ipsos
Public Affairs

Both Democrats and Republi
cans worry about the possibility of
an unresolved election - though
Democrats CXpress more worres
With both political parties putting
thousands of lawyers on call for
Election Day,
expect the election results will be

a majonty of voters

challenged in court.

A majority say they are confident
the vote count in their own state will
be accurate. But fewer than half of
Democrats say they are **
" their state’s vote count will be

very confi
dent’
accurate, while three-fourths of Re

Sen. John Kerry (left) gets a big

Election Doubts

presidential campaign boost

from former President Bill Clinton during a rally in Philadelphia
Monday. It was Clinton's first public appearance since he
underwent heart by-pass surgery last month.

publicans feel that way.

In the closing days of the cam-
paign, the national parties are keep-
ing especially close tabs on Florida,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, lowa and New
Mexico, all presidential battleground
states where a challenge to a close
race might be lodged Nov. 3.

More than half in the poll, 54
percent, say they think the vote
count in Florida in 2000 was not fair
and accurate, with Republicans
overwhelmingly saying it was and
Democrats overwhelmingly saying

First Black Admiral Dies

Retired Vice Adm. Samuel Lee
the first black naval
officer to become an admiral and to

Gravely Jr.,

command a warship and a fleet,
died Friday at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.,
after a stroke. He was 82

Gravely began his 38-year Navy
career as a fireman apprentice in
1942 and in the 1960s made his-
tory by becoming acting com-

manding officer of the destroyer
USS Theodore E. Chandler. Dur-
ing the Vietnam War he com-
manded the USS
laussig and the guided missile
frigate USS Jouett.

Subsequent assignments in-

destroyer

cluded command of a cruiser de-
stroyer group, the 1 1th Naval Dis-
trict and the Third Fleet in the
Pacific.

it was not.

Elections officials in many states
are taking steps to improve secu-
rity at polling places but are looking
for ways to heighten readiness with-
out posting armed police.

Almost half in the poll say hav-
ing armed police at the polls would
make them more inclined to vote,
while about one in six say it would
make them less inclined. Minority
voters were more likely than whites
to say armed police would make
them less inclined to vote.
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Common sense. Now there's something the teachers and education support

professionals of the NEA can get behind. As revolutionary as it might sound

in today’s upside-down world, NEA believes that school reform should be

about helping schools, not labeling and punishing them!

of education, and that every child deserves a

If you too believe in the power

great public school, I urge you to exercise your right to vote. Whether this is
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Great Public Schools
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can decide, but we can be sure that whatever we decide this election vear, it
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DON’T
BE
TURNED
AWAY

This year, every vote has meaning. This year, every person’s vote must
be counted. But before you go to the polls, make sure you know your rights.

will have a lasting effect on our children’s futures and our public schools.

i e I s

If your right to vote is challenged in your precinct, you have the right to cast
a provisional ballot, a ballot that will be held until the question of your eligibility
Is resolved through complete and proper channels

Don't be turned away. Demand your right to a provisional ballot. Even better,
get involved with the citizens who are monitoring this election for fairness
through the voters rights protection program

The great decisions facing our nation must be determined by the people---our
seniors, young adults, men and women alike.

Vote on November 2nd.
It’s your right!
Iit’s your responsibility.

For more information on voter rights, go to www.afge org/knowyourrights
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