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H('Ip shape local, regional and statewide transportation
funding decisions for the next four years. Public comments on
regional and state projects will be taken through Monday

6, 2004

Metro’s $60.5 million draft Metropolitan Tr insportatior
Improvement Program (called Transportation Priorities 2006
09) outlines proposed regional transportation projects in the
Portland metropolitan area

The $1 billion draft Statewide Transportation Impr
Program is the Oregon Department of Transportation’s capital
improvement plan that identifies the highest priority stats
transportation projects proposed for 2006-09

METRO AND ODOT MEETINGS

PORTLAND
4 to 8 p.m. Monday, Oct, 25

OREGON CITY
5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 26

GRESHAM HOOD RIVER
5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 4
Oct. 27
Mult

FOR MORE INFORMATION
BEAVERTON ODOT's program

5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 28

If you can't attend a meeting,
send comments by:

All comments are due by
5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 6, 2004
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to take comments on local and/or statewide trans
projects will be held as follows

ADDITIONAL ODOT MEETINGS

ST. HELENS

5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21

NORTH PLAINS
5 to 8 p.m., Wednesday,
Nowv. 3

Metro's program

OPINION

e P ortland Obseruer

October 20, 2004

Opinion articles do not
necessarily reflect or represent the
views of The Portland Observer
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Our Choice for Mayo

The following is a Portland Observer editorial:
I'om Potter is our «

'\\ e are im
etahigl

hoice tor Portland mayor

ressed with Potter because he has

rbartorintegrity in politics and we like

his record of standing up for social justice

By limiting donations in his campaign to $25
inthe Primary and $100 the General Election. he
has freed himself from the pecial interests that
dominate eleg tive otfices. It will eive I|||r1\-:uu||
treedom to make decisions solely based on the
public’s interest as mayor

Potter has taken courageous stands to sup
port minority rights

I'wo years ag: opposed former

Police Chief Mark Kroeker after Kendra James.

), Ne |‘l|i‘||-

Former
Portland
Police
Chief Tom

y FOR OFFICE:

President: John F. Kerry

U.S. Senator: Ron Wyden

Mayor of Portland: Tom Potter

State Sen. Dist. 22:

Margaret Carter

State Sen. Dist. 23: Avel Louise Gordly

State Rep. District 43: Chip Shields

Mailed ballots must be received at
Multnomah County Elections by Tuesday,
Nov. 2. Postmarks do not count.

r: Tom Potter

W the unarmed African-American motorist, was
shot and killed by police during a traffic stop
He condemned Kroeker's leadership for mak
ing Portland police more militaristic,

As Portland’s chief of police from 1990 to
1993, he broke ground in his support for human
rights and community policing. He embraced
diversity by marching in the city's gay pride
parade, a pioneering and historic act for a police
chief at the time.

Potter increased minority hiring by 50 per
cent during his tenure. As mayor, he promises
to hire an even more diverse workforce for the
entire city. His plans include establishing train-
ing programs and internships for people of
color,

Potter wants to put the city behind efforts
at increasing minority home ow nership and
making housing more affordable. He knows
a better Portland means improving the eco-
nomic hopes of single moms and heads of
households and improving education re-
sources tor young children,

Potter’s opponent, City Councilman Jim
Francesconi too, has advocated for minor-
ity populations and the disadvantaged and
is to be commended for his public service,
But we feel there is something special about
Potter’s efforts that make him the better
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Vote Kerry for a Fresh Start

Why it matters to
people of color

BY Pavr Knaves Sk,
After four years of the Bush
presidency, members of the Afri
can-Americancommunity—and all
people of color, must ask them
selves, are we better off todav? As
a small business owner and a par
ent, the answer to me is a resound
ing “NO."
Unemployment for Afri
can-Americans is 10,9 per
cent nationwide: nearly
double that of white Ameri
cans. Important programs

to help small businesses

and lower classes

John Kerry recognizes this re
treat ol opportunity for African
Americans and is the only candi
date with a plan to do s ymething
about it

Kerry promises to restore the
Bush
Minority Enterprise Development

Administration cuts to the

Fund, a program that has provided
nearly $600 million in loans to Afri
can-American owned small busi
K&'I’I\ ‘ll\ll

wants to create a cabi

I'here’s more

NEsSses

net level position spe
citically devoted to
helping small busi
nesses: institute a jobs

tax credit tor small busi

ilI‘-\'l‘\'l'll\l.l\hl'l”‘\ Bush nesses and end tax
Many of us have lost our Bl breaks foroverseas cor
health care coverage, and porations

the ones who haven’t con i
w1l
tinue to struggle with the
sing costs of health care
College tuition and fees have also
mcreased dramatically under this
administration
lobs, particularly in Oregon, are
tHleeing our borders at a rapid pace
I'rade policies that allow corpora
tions to significantly increase prof
Its while outsourcing jobs over
seas means there are simply less
Jobs here at home. More than al
most any other state, we here in
Oregon have felt the pain of reces
ston brought on by the dramatic
over-spending of the Bush admin
istration, Tax cuts that benefit the
wealthiest among us have clearly
costalot to those of us in the middle

Paul Knauls Sr

Ihat’s the kind of at
tentioneconomic devel
opment needs, not more
tax breaks for the rich

Since Bush took office, 180,000
Oregonians have lost their health
coverage. Those of us fortunate
enough to still have health care
coverage have seen the costs \k_\
rocket. Annual health care premi
ums for Oregon families have in
creased almost $3,700 under Bush
But premiums are just part of the
cost increases; doctor co-pays and
prescription drug costs are also up
Bush has no plan to fix these prob
lems—he won'tey enacknow lL'iI_‘_'l'
that a problem exists. John Kerry

does, and he starts by making sure

thatall children in Oregon will have

health care coverage.

Kerry has also pledged to re-
verse the drastic cost increases and
to tear down the new barriers to a
college education that have arisen
under Bush. Kerry would provide
tuition tax credits of up to $4,000.
That’s particularly important forour
young people. in atime when Afri-
can-American youth are increas-
ingly priced out of college, the end
result has been a dramatic increase
in the number of our children who
end up behind bars. We must, as
John Kerry says, build a ladder for
our young people to climb from
elementary school straight through
college if we are to provide them
with the economic opportunities
that can sustain our families and
our communities

T'hese are concrete proposals,
not sound bites that will dramati
cally help African-Americans re
gain some of the economic footing
we ve lostunder the Bush adminis
tration. All we've ever asked for is
the opportunity to make it on our
own. Under George Bush, we've
lost ground and far too many of our
families are hanging on by their
fingernails,

After four years of Republican
rule, we know it's just not working,
and Bush has no plan to make it
work. It's time for change, time for
a fresh start. Please join me in vot-
ing for John Kerry for President.

Paul Knauls Sr. is a long-time
\frican-American businessman
and civil rights activist in north
and northeast Portland
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