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ROOT CAUSES
California Activist speaks on gang wars

BY JAYMEE R . C lT I  

T he Portland O bserver

America is at war, not against terrorists, 
but against it’s own. This war has left 
25,000 young people, mostly men of color, 
dead in America. Thousands of others are 
shell shocked, roaming the streets of Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Detroit and yes, even 
Portland, with little hope of reintegrating 
into society. These are the victims of street 
wars.

Prominent lefty Tom 
H ayden ta lked  w ith 
Portlanders last week at 
Po well’s Books about the 
root causes of gangs, and 
a global perspectives of 
street wars, worldwide.

Hayden is a former 
C a lifo rn ia  sena to r, 
founder of Students for a 
Democratic Society, and 
liberal organizer during 
the civil rights era. Cur­
rently, he works to abol­
ish sweat shops in Los 
Angeles and abroad, and
recently penned “Street Wars: Gangs and 
the Future of Violence.”

Speaking to an audience o f about 50 at 
Powell’s Pearl Room, Hayden described 
the effects of gang warfare, claiming that 
two-thirds of the prison population in 
California is gang affiliated.

“They are traumatized veterans from an 
unofficial, undeclared war,” he said.

He paired images of gang members who 
defy stereotypes and have responded to
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rehabilitation, toexecutives and politicians 
who have profited from the rotating door of 
private prisons.

Hayden documents that conservatives 
have set up a system where it’s more prof­
itable to lock up gang members than ad­
dress the socio-economic conditions that 
lead disconnected youth to gang life.

"Politics o f root causes just evaporated, 
replaced by politics of law and order,” said

Hayden.
He drew parallels be­

tween the war on drugs 
and another impossible- 
to-measure war on a noun: 
terrorism.

“I’m not denying that 
gang members or terror­
ists cause violence. I ’m 
saying it’s good politics 
to have a scapegoat that 
you can have an abound­
ing war on,” Hayden said, 
claiming the “prison in­
dustrial complex” and law 
enforcement are direct 
beneficiaries o f the war

on gangs.
H ay d en ’s trave ls th rough  C en tra l 

America helped uncovera U.S. policy, which 
he suggests violates immigration law. The 
United States has been deporting Latino 
men and women suspected of gang activity 
to inhumane prison conditions in their na­
tive countries.

Hayden’s heavily researched book is 
available at Powell’s Books and through 
www.thenewpress.com.
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California activist and 60s radical Tom Hayden speaks of the prison industrial complex at Powell's Books.

Lupus ‘Mad Hatter’ 
Walk Saturday

Fight one of the leading 
causes of disability in America 
by helping the Lupus Founda­
tion in its Northwest Chapter’s 
Mad Hatter Walk and Roll.

The walk takes place at 
Portland’s Willamette Park on 
Saturday, Sept. 25 at 10 a.m. 
All participants who raise $50 
will earn an official event t- 
shirt.

The walk concludes with a 
celebration including food 
and prizes.

Lupus strikes A frican 
Americans and other people 
of color three to four times 
more than other races, and 
strikes women 10 to 15 times 
more than males.

For more information, call 
503-464-7776.

Marylhurst Earns 
High Grade

Marylhurst University is rated 
number one in the Pacific North­
west by U.S. News & W orld 
Report for highest proportion of 
classes with less than 20 students.

The college has now been rec­
o g n iz e d  in the  m a g a z in e ’s 
“A m erica’s Best Colleges” guide 
for five straight years.

According to a U.S. News & 
W orld Report editorial, “research

show s that the m ore satisfiec 
students are about their contaci 
w ith professors, the more the) 
will learn and the more likely it is 
that they will graduate.”

M arylhurst is located 10 min 
utes south o f Portland on High 
way 43. The school offers pro 
fessional certificates and degree« 
for undergraduate and graduate 
studies.

Gambling Obsession
continued from Front

ties. Six months after gamblers left 
treatment, 80 percent reported that 
they either no longer gambled or 
were gambling much less than be­
fore treatment.”

In 2003, the Or­
egon  L o tte ry  
spent $600,000 in 
p ro m o tin g  re ­
sponsib le gam ­
bling and effec­
tively advertising 
the Oregon Prob­
lem Gambling Helpline (877-2- 
STOP-NOW). Additionally, $3.2 
million of Oregon Lottery ’ s net pro­
ceeds were transferred to DHS to 
support 16 regional problem gam­
bling prevention programs, 25 out-

patient programs, two short-term 
residential programs, one telephone 
co u n se lin g  p rogram , and the 
helpline that received more than 
4,400callsin2003.

In Oregon, treatm ent is free.

A While gambling’s popularity 
and availability are growing, so 
are direct costs to individuals, 
families and communities.
-  Jeffrey J. Morotta, problem gambling service manager.

Vlverlise with diversi!) in 
' Portiani» (Ohsrrucv 

Call 503-288-0033

confidential and widely available 
to both gamblers and family mem­
bers. For more inform ation call 
the Oregon Problem  Gambling 
H elpline 1-877-2-STO P NOW  
(877-278-6766).

A Healthy Community Starts with You: 
Community-Driven Strategies to Reduce 

Cardiovascular Disease Among African Americans

join Us for the 9th Annual Wellness Village 
Saturday, October 16, 2004 

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at The Blazers Boys & Girls Club

5250 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

*

*

Activities Include:

Gospel Choir V
Wellness Walk *
Exhibits V

V Salsa Dancing

Door Prizes 
Health Screenings 
Children's Hut

Vi?**'
For more information contact AAHC at 503-413-1 ISO or visit www.aahc-portiand.org

Denyse O. "Peterson

Dear Family Member:

CaitfweCC’s 
CofoniaC Cfiapcf

20 N.E. 14th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97232 

(.503) 232-4111

The Pre-arrangement Concept

Denyse Peterson represents funeral homes and cemeteries in the Portland Metro­
politan area. Many families have a difficult time getting through till die associated 
decisions, questions, grief and financial responsibilities that follow when a love one 
dies. Denyse’s responsibility’ is to provide information. Pre-arranging lessens die 
burden before die dine of death widi challenges such as emotional overspending, 
indecision, haste and worry.

Our personal planning guide can be a great benefit to love ones. Overall, pre­
arranging will benefit families tremendously.

The pre-arrangement Dignity Memorial providers are honored to help families in 
our community with your funeral needs.

Representing these fine funeral homes:

Caldwell’s Colonial Chapel

Lincoln Memorial Park& Funeral Home 

Gateway I jttle Chapel of the Chimes 

Killinxsworth I jttle Chaix.1! of the Chimes

• Sunnyside Chapel & Memorial Gardens

• Hennessey, Goetsch & McGee Funeral Directors

• I jncoln-Willaniette Funeral Directors

• Ross Hollywixxl Chapel

Skyline Memorial Gardens & Funeral Home

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
please call Denyse Peterson at (503) 232-4111.

http://www.thenewpress.com
http://www.aahc-portiand.org

