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Voting Denied ‘Déja Vu’

BY Marc H. Moriai
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» called into question the tech

nological capability of the new

touch-screen machines installed in
Miami-Dade County. Election offi
cials there knew a year ago the
machines had malfunctioned, but
didn’t publicly acknowledge the
problems until two months ago

after they were forced 1o do so by
pressure fromacitizens’ group, the
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names, available to

the media until a judge ordered its

release. Then, it didn’t take jour

nalists and others long to dis

cover several egregious errors.
One was that the names of 2,100
Floridians who had been granted
clemency, and thus were eligible
, were on the banned-voter

Another was that just 61 of
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the entire list were Hispanic. Thus,
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most profits from the Iraq invasion
Currently there is abill pending that
would provide $31 billion in tax
breaks and subsidies to energy
companies. There is obviously no
shame in their game

When itcomes to average Ameri
cans, I cannot think of one major
Bush policy that has primarily ben
*fited them. Indeed withir the hirst
'|'][L'\‘_\L\ll\-'1 the Bush administra
tion our Federal budget went from
a $250 billion surplus t
trillion-dollar deficit, nea
million people lost their jobs

the No Child Left Behind Act v

the

led to

wrongful disenfranchisement of

the list would have

many black voters-who as a group

overwhelmingly vote Demo
cratic-while allowing a significant
number of Hispanics convicted
of a felony to vote

Floridaelection officials blamed
a “methodological flaw™ for the
ghitch. Perhaps. But many critics
subscribed to the view implicitly
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Even when Americans citizens
have a chance to do something
about our healthcare crisis by im
porting cheaper drugs from other
countries, the Bush administration
has sided with the pharmaceutical
companies, ordering the Justice
Department to sue any state that
tries to sell its citizens cheaper pre
scription drugs purchased in
Canada

With these facts in hand, Ameri
cans must goto the polls in Novem

ber and side with the candidates

columnist Paul Krugman: “It es
caped nobody’s attention that in
Florida, Hispanic voters tend to
support Republicans.”

No American election for any
otfice, especially the highest one in
the land, can afford the suspicion
ofelectoral skullduggery. The U.S
Commission on Civil Rights was
right last month to ask the Justice
Department to investigate whether

Flonda’s process ot purging 1ts
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Judge Greg Mathis
that have sided with us. Otherwise,
we deserve what we get

Judge Greg Mathis is chairman
of the Rainbow PUSH-Excel Board
and a national board member of
the Southern Christian Leadership

Confere ne

voter rolls violated provisions of
the Voting Rights Act

Black America, and America,
struggled mightily to expand the
fundamental right of citizenship-
access to the ballot. Everything
possible must be done to prevent
this November from being compared
to November 2000

Marc H. Morial is president and
CEO of The
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