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Americans Living in Poverty Continues to Rise

ricans rose by 24 percent bringing the

L4
year, the poverty rate for African  evenm e dramatic. Lastyear, 12.9million  had decreased for the first time in over a

children were living in conditions equalto ~ decade and the economy benefited from a

ranks of poverty-stricken African Ameri-  that of a destitute third world countrs $230 billion budget surplus.

ans toYmilhion. For Hispanic Americans, As we know all too well, the conditions l'oday, after almost four years of Presi-

of poverty and the ability to afford dent Bush's ineffective trickle-down eco-
health

linked. In 2003, the number of His

insurance are inexorably nomic policies, we have record deficits

Is there any good news

and millions upon millions of Americans

panic Americans without health in-  are without work, without healthcare and

for America’s workers in
‘ million, an in increasingly, without hope.

For

Alncan

surance rose to 13.2

crease of 1.4 million since 2000 Inorder for Americato once again have

a Bush economy?

the same year, 7.3 million an economy that lifts more of its citizens

B

wverty rate chmbed by 22 percentin  Americans were without health insurance.  out of poverty, we must have leadership

an increase of almost 600,000 since 2000)
When President Clinton left office in

lacing 9 million Hispanic Ameri that prioritizes the prosperity of all
| I I ]

below the poverty line Amencans. Our nation deserves better and

America’s children, the rise was 2000, the numberof uninsured Americans we must do better

Lifting Voices and Prayers for Peace | Leaving the Poor Behind
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Let us

schools—from pre-school to high
school. Let us Sponsor essay con
and art contests on

tests

poetry
peace. Let us make sure that every
child in every school takes conflict
resolution in school. Let us work to
endbullying inevery school. Let us
teach our children to evaluate the
music they hear, the movies they
see, the video games they play to
see what messages of hate and
intolerance and violence they pro
mote. Let us help students to iden
tify how they wish to celebrate peace
and build peace in their own lives,
as well as theircommunity and their
world—and then let us listen to
them and make their suggestions
happen

Let us celebrate peace 1n our
Let

town hall meetings to talk about
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peace—in our neighborhoods and
in our world. Let drama groups do
plays about peace and poets do
poetry readings about peace. Let
CIty

councilpersons to hold Interna-

us ask our mayors and
tional Day of Peace ceremonies and
honor those who are peace heroes,
just as they honor those who are

war heroes
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Commissioner
says no ball

In response to the unveiling of
the ballpark financing plan, Com-
missioner Francesconi said, “I
love baseball, but I don’t like this
proposal. Atatime when so many
are out of work, we cannot ask

taxpayers to bear the majority risk

Not a

Let us celebrate peace in our
homes. Let families caught up in
violence turn to their clergy or
physicians or school officials for
help. Let every woman and every
child experience one day of peace
in their homes on Sept. 21—and
then let’s find ways to ensure that
they never again have to endure
violence inthe place which should
offer them the most safety

Let us celebrate peace in our
world. Let every one of us work for
an end to war and violence in this
world, no matter what political
party is in power and who the
president is. Let us make sure that
every single person we know is
registered to vote in this election
Let us write letters to our elected
otficials about peace

I'he United Nations named Sept
21 as the International Day of
1981 I'he
World Council of Churches is in

Peace in This year
viting congregations around the
world to pray for peace and to
work for peace on this special day
Bernice Powell Jackson is ex
ecutive minister for Justice and
Witness Ministries for the United
Church of Christ.
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for a stadium project.

T'he city should not be in
volved in these discussions
until a private owner emerges,
willing to invest private dollars
At this pivotal moment in
Portland’s history, the City
Council should focus on the
most pressing issues: school
tfunding, job growth and taking

care of basic city services.”

Come join us

for the release of the Dynamix CD

“Chillaxin’ on the MAX”

Dynamix in concert
with DJ O.G. ONE
12:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Free Y 1imix CDs d aute

Stage, NE Alberta & 22nd Ave

graphs following each performance.

7th Annual Alberta Street Fair

A multicultural neighborhood celebration

Saturday, September 18th

1l1am.to6 p.m.

NE Alberta St., from 11th Ave. to 31st Ave

TRI@.M.ET

5abin Community Development Corporation

Income gap
widens to engulf
middle class

BY JUDGE GREG
Marmis

In acountry in which
the rich continue to get
richer, it might not come
as a surprise that the gap
between America’s rich
and poor has widened.
loday’s wrecked
economy has made this disparity
even more pronounced. Wages
have stagnated while real costs
(health care, housing, tuition, food
and gas) have soared. Both presi
dential candidates have given lip
service to the income
gap. John Kerry is run
ning on an “ease the
middle class squeeze”
platform. George W
Bush, in his own words,
serves the interest of
the wealthy. The reality
of the divided America
1s that too many hard
working Americans are
struggling...and not
making ends meet.

Bush has shifted the overall tax
burden from the wealthiest Ameri
cans to those in the middle class.
Fhis means that those who have
the best ability to pay taxes are not
doing so. According to the Census
Bureau, the bottom twenty percent
of the population has experienced
amean household income increase
of roughly $2500. The top 20 per-
cent, on the other hand, have en-
joyed a staggering increase of
roughly $61.000. The wealthy have
enjoyed 24 times the gain than poor
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Americans have
It does not help the wage gap
that the job market is soft, which
keeps wages down. Since Bush took
office, more than 2.6
million jobs have dis-
appeared. The million
that have been added
intheir place typically
pay less and offer
fewer benefits
(namely health insur-
ance) than the lost
Jobs. The truth of the
matter is that this is
nottruly a “middle class™ epidemic.
Even though the “middle class” is
shouldering the bulk of the tax bur
den, the “middle class” is aquickly
disappearing entity. With a quarter
of the workforce earning less than

The situation
appears bleak. Many
of corporate America’s
gains are going to
profits and not job
creation.
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$18,800a year, there is little wonder
why the ranks of the working poor
have increased. The Census Bu-
reau reports that 63 percent of
working poor families has one or
more workers in the family unit,
Sixty percent of the working poor
are white and about 20 percent
are foreign born (mostly from
Mexico). “Business Week" re-
ports that a majority of the work-
ing poor have “high school di-
plomas and even some college.”
Thirty years ago a high school
diploma and some college would
have been a sure shot to the
middle class. In 2004, in a Bush-
ravaged economy, such qualifi-
cations gain entrance into the
ranks of the working poor.

The situation appears bleak.
Many of corporate America’s gains
are going to profits and not job
creation. Labor unions, once a stal-
wart of the middle class, have
dwindled in size, presence and po-
litical power. The real minimum
wage is 30 percent less today than
it was in 1964. Higher education
costs have exploded, severely lim-
iting the ability for lower income
families to send their children to
college. There are, however, some
ways to combat these bleak reali
ties. For example, lifting the mini-
mum wage would boost incomes;
shifting the political momentum of
foreign labor from low- to high-
skilled would help ease the wage
competition among those on the
bottom. Achieving these changes
is frustrated by the fact that among
the working poor, survival, not
voting, is the priority.

The wage gap in this country
goes across all lines. The economy
is a rallying point for this years'
election. To say that citizens of all
races are concerned about their jobs
is an understatement. The problem
is figuring out how to get from lip
service to social service. Talking
about the wage gap is helpful. Fix-
ing it is essential.

Judge Greg Mathis is Chair
man of the Rainbow PUSH-Excel
Board and a National Board Mem-
berofthe Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference
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