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Law &  Justice
Local Juvenile Crime Rises
Increase may signal effects of budget cuts
Juvenile crim e in M ultnom ah

County rose slightly in 2003, ac
cording to the M ultnom ah County 
D epartm ent o f C om m unity Justice. 
Despite the overall increase in crime, 
recidivism  am ong youth offenders 
continued to drop.

A fter falling forfive straight years
- aperiod  in w hich^ivenile criminal 
referrals declined nearly 30 percent
- juvenile  crim inal court referrals 
r o *  by 5 percent in 2003, to m  
3 ,8 |P to4 ,065 .

W hifejuvetiilecrim e rosein  
2003, the num ber o f  you! 
com m itting  those  crim es 
continues to fall. Last year, 
a total o f  2 ,811 youth o f
fenders w ere referred by 
police to juvenile  court for 
crim inal charges, a decrease 
o f 32 youth, 1.1 percent, from 
the previous year. Thia data 
suggests that a sm aller 
num ber o f  youth are re
sponsible for a larger 

proportion o f the crime.
M ultnom ah  C o u n ty  ___

C hair D iane Linn said the county is 
paying close attention to the rise in 
youth crim e referrals.

“The bad news is that juvenile 
crim e is up. The good news is that 
our juvenile probation departm ent 
continues to drive dow n the num 
ber o f kids committing new crimes,” 
she said.

R esearchers could not specu
late why the increase occurred, but 
experts note that the spike in ju v e 

nile crim e corresponded to m ajor 
cutbacks in state and county fund
ing for services aim ed at troubled
youth, including a  70 percent re
duction in state funding for ju v e 
nile crim e prevention services in 

M ultnom ah County.
S ta te  S e n a to r

*Avel G ordly  said , 
"W e should  all be 

troubled by this

“W e’re putting our focus on the 
highest risk kids. It’sw here we can 
make the biggest difference in pro
tecting the com m unity and it’s the 
best use o f  ou r increasingly limited 
resources.”

The rise in juvenile  crim e was 
driven In large part by a surge in 
p ro p e rty  o ffe n se s . A u to  th e ft 
jum ped  47 percent in the last year 
and burglary rose 19 percent. Theft 

saw a 10 percent increase.
Juven ile  person offenses 

such as homicide, sex offenses, 
robberies and assaults de- 
clinedSpercent in 2003, con
tinuing an overall trend in 
the country. In the last five 
y ea rs , p e rso n  o ffe n se s  
com m itted by youth have 
dropped 36 percent in the 
country .

H ow ever, ju v e n ile  ho 
m icide  re fe rra ls  doubled  

o ver the past year, from  
seven  to  14, a lthough  
m ore th an  th ree  q u a r
ters o f  these  fourteen

w ere  ‘a t te m p te d ’ h o m ic id e s , 
w hich m ay be a resu lt o f  the re
c e n t su rg e  in  g an g  v io len ce . 
W e a p o n s  o f f e n s e s  a ls o  i n 
creased  20 percen t last year. D rug 
o ffenses con tinued  to fall steeply ,
dow n 31 p ercen t from  last year. 
O vera ll, ju v en ile  d rug  o ffenses 
d ropped  55 p ercen t since 1998.

To view  the full report, visit 
w w w .c o .m u ltn o m a h .o r .u s /d c j/ 
evaluation.shtm l#juvenilereports.

CRIME STOPPERS
(503) 823-HEIP 111 S.W. 2nd Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97204

Bank Fraud Suspect at Large
T h e  F B I, in  c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  

C rim e  S to p p e rs , n eed s  y o u r h e lp  in 
f in d in g  a p e rso n  w an ted  fo r bank  
fraud .

A yesha E lizabe th  Johnson , 22, was 
ind ic ted  by a federal g rand  ju ry  for 
bank fraud. T he indictm ent stem s from  
crim es com m itted  in W ashing ton .

Jo h n so n  o p en ed  bank  a c c o u n ts , 
in f la te d  th e  b a la n c e  w ith  w o rth le ss

Ayesha Elizabeth 
Johnson

c h e c k s  and  m ade  o f f  w ith  the  m oney .
Jo h n so n  is d e sc r ib e d  as a b lack  

fem a le , ab o u t 5 fee t 8 in ch es  ta ll and  
ab o u t 165  p o u n d s . S he  has b lack  h a ir  
an d  b ro w n  ey es .

T he  FB I say s  th a t Jo h n so n  has 
tie s  to  P o rtlan d  and  S a lem . W hile  
a g e n ts  h ave  c h e c k e d  p as t a d d re s se s  
w ith o u t su c c e ss , she  is b e lie v e d  to  
be in th e  a rea .

Crime Stoppers Seek Public Help
Since April, the Portland Fire 

Bureau has responded to tw enty 
separate vehicle fires in east and 
sou theast Portland , caused by 
acts o f  arson. Based on inform a
tion gathered by investigators, it

is likely that these fires may be the 
work o f  one person.

Police believe the targeted ve
hicles have been chosen at random  
and set on fire during the night. The 
estim ated am ount o f  dam age is set

at more than $100,000.
Several o f  port-a-potty  fires I

have occurred in the sam e geo
graphic area and during the same 
tim e frame. These might also be the | 
work o f  the sam e suspect.

Dispute at Car Show Turns Deadly

uptick in  the num bers. We appear 
to be going backw ards at a time 
when we see an increase in vio
lence am ong young people. Are we 
paying attention? A nd w hat are 
we, as a com m unity, prepared to do 
about it?”

Joanne Fuller, D irector o f  the 
D epartm ent o f  C om m unity Justice, 
w hich oversees youth on proba
tion and operates the county’s ju 
v e n ile  d e te n tio n  c e n te r , sa id ,

O n S unday , June  6, as a lo w 
rider show  w as le tting  out at the 
Portland Expo C enter, police were 

| ca lled  to a shoo ting  near N orth  
V ic to ry  B o u lev a rd  and  N orth  
Expo R oad. W hen they  arrived , 
they  found  16-year-o ld  A lexx 
A lexander, su ffering  from  g u n 
sho t w ounds. He w as rid ing in a ca r at the tim e o f  
the shooting .

A lexander w as transported  to  a hosp ita l, w here 
he w as p ronounced  dead. He died  o f  a gunshot

w ound to  h is head.
D e te c tiv e s  b e liev e  th is  h o m ic id e  

fo llo w e d  an  a rg u m e n t b e tw een  13,h 
S tre e t an d  18,h S tre e t H isp a n ic  gang  
m em b ers  n e a r th e  fro n t d o o rs  o f  the 
E xpo  C en te r.

D etec tives w ant to ta lk  to anyone 
w ho saw  the argum ent and  can iden tify

people  invo lved  o r w ho has o th e r in form ation  
about th is hom icide . T hey  w ould  a lso  like to  see 
p ic tu res and v ideos peop le  m ay have from  the 
low -rider show .

Alexx
Alexander

Public Help Sought for Unsolved Murder

Mentally 111 Teens Housed in Jail
Thousands of
kids await care in 
detention centers

(AP) —  Thousands o f  m entally 
ill youth are unnecessarily put in 
juvenile detention centers to  await 
mental health treatm ent, a House 
com m ittee reported.

Centers usually are not equipped 
to treat m ental illness, and in some 
cases the youth« have not been 
charged w ith a  crim e, said the re 
port by d ie D em ocratic staff o f the 
House G overnm ent Reform C om 
mittee.

“T he use o f  juven ile  detention 
facilitiestohouseyouth  Waiting for
c o m m u n it y  —  __________________

A  In 33 states,
mentally ill youths 
were being held in 
detention centers 
with no charges 
against them. 1

mental health
services i t  
w idespread  
and a serious
national prob
lem,” said the 
report, which  
fou n d  that 
two-thirds o f  
juveniledeten-
tion facilities hold youths who are 
waitingfor mental health treatment.

“T his m isuse o f  detention cen
ters as holding areas for mental 
health treatm ent is unfair to youth, 
underm ines their health, disrupts 
the function o f  detention centers 
and is costly to society.”

The report, w hich its authors 
said w as the first national study o f 
its kind, was prepared at the re 
quest o f  C alifornia Rep. Henry 
W axman, the House G overnm ent 
Reform Com m ittee's top Democrat, 
and Sen. Susan Collins, R-M aine, 
chairwom an o f  the Senate G overn
mental Affairs Committee.

"Thousands o f youth who are in 
need o f community mental health 
services are stuck in jail until these

services become available,” Waxman 
said in a statement. “This is deplor
able. Congress must ensure that our 
children have access to the mental 
health care that they need.”

C ollins scheduled a hearing on 
the issue where W axman was testi
fying along w ith experts on mental 
health law, youth behavior and ju 
venile detention.

The report identified 698 ju v e
nile detentionfacilities in the United 
States, defined as correctional fa
cilities holding people age 21 and 
younger aw aiting charges or trial or 
recently tried. Seventy-five percent 
o f  the facilities, o r 524, responded 
to the survey, including facilities 
from every state but N ew  H am p
sh ire . T he su rv ey  covered  six
----------------  months. Jan 1.2003,

to  June 30,2003.
T he report did 

not attem pt to de
te rm in e  w hy  so  
m any youths w ho 
n e e d e d  m en ta l 
h e a lth  tre a tm e n t 
w ere being put in 
juven ile  detention 

— ■  but said administru
tors blam ed the lack o f  other treat
m ent facilities.

O ne detention center adm inis
trator from Louisiana wrote, “We 
appear to be w arehousing youths 
w ith mental illnesses due to lack o f 
mental health services.”

Am ong the report’s findings:
In 33 states, m entally ill youths 

w ere being held in detention cen
ters with no charges against them.

O ver the six -m onth period o f the 
study, nearly 15,000 youths spent 
time in juvenile detention while they 
waited for mental health help. Nearly 
2,000 youths are in detention w ait
ing for mental health services every 
night, representing about 7 percent 
o f  all juveniles being held.

Youths w ho are waiting for m en

tal health treatm ent stay in deten
tion facilities longer than o ther de
tainees. They average 23.4 days in 
detention, com pared with an aver
age o f  17.2 days for all detainees.

O ne detention facility reported 
holding a 7-year-o ldchild  w ho was 
aw aiting mental health treatm ent, 
while 117 facilities were holding 
children 10 years old and younger.

$100 m illion is spent yearly to 
house youths waiting for health 
services.

The Portland Police Bureau, in 
I cooperation with Crim e Stoppers, 

needs your help in solving a ho
micide.

O n D ec. 31, 2003, at about 
6 :45  a .m ., an O regon ian  d e liv 
ery  person  heard  the sound  o f  
gun fire  in the area o f  N orth  
M ichigan  and N orth  Shaver. A 
few  m inutes later, she found 17- 
year-o ld  A aron M ichael Prasad- 
K ing ly ing in the alley  betw een  
N orth M ason and N orth  Shaver, 
ju s t  w est o f  M ich ig an . She

Aaron King 
was murdered 
on December 

_ 31-
ca lled  po lice .

A ccording to detectives, Prasad- 
King suffered  m ultiple gunshot 
w ounds and later died as a result. 
This occurred on a cold, otherw ise

quiet, W ednesday morning. Port
land was in the m iddle o f a w inter 
s to rm  and  snow  c o v e red  the I 
ground.

Little is known about Prasad-I 
K ing’s activities leading up to his 
death, o r why he w as in this alley 
at this particular time. D etectives 
w ould like to hear from  anyone 
w ho has any inform ation about 
this homicide or any body who may 
have seen Prasad-K ing, o r know s I 
w hat he was doing, the night be- ( 
fore he was killed.

Crime Stoppers is offering a cash reward o f up to $1,000for information, reported to Crime Stoppers, 
that leads to an arrest in this case, or any unsolved felony crime, any you need not give your name. Call 
Crime Stoppers at 503-823-HELP.

Let Us Satisfy Your Musical Needs’
M usic Tracks 
Beats

• Song W riting & Arranging
• Production 
•R eco rd in g
• Consulting f

Call: 503-280-5243

M usic for Special Events 
Lessons & more...

Rada M usic-ASCAPM em ber

Historical Fleming Building
NOwlJimmy's Merchant

...A Business Incubator
3508 N. William Avenue, Portland, OR 97227

(503) 284-6884
Business Suites & Galleria Spaces Available 

Ask for: Joice A. Taylor, Global Management Strategies

Exciting Contem pary/lnternational Business 
Environm ent

~ Galleria -  2 Space Remaining 
~ Business Suites -  4 Sem i-furnished Spaces Available

Lowest Sq. Ft. Cost in N/NE Area Available 
Shaæ d Utilities & Corridor Location

91M5SW Babur, Suite 109 
Ridarci, OR 97219 
(503)221-3050 
FAX: (503) 227-8757

T7integra
telecom '- ’

LOCAL LONG DISTANCE A 
INTERNET FOR BUSINESS

Reginald 
R. Lee,

Account
Executive

Michael E. Harper, Sr.
Agent

STATE EARM INSURANCE COMPANIES 
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON,

ILLINOIS

24 Hour G ood Neighbor Service®

Direct: 503-517-5791 
reflnaM.lee@integrateleeorn.com

111 SW Columbia, Suite 725
Portland, OR 97201
Main: 503-748-7777
Fax 503-517-5751
www.intpflatclecom.com

A local company serving your voice* data needs

STOP BY AND VISIT VS

Forrest
Jenkins,

Associate
Broker

1901 NE Broadway 
Portland, OR 97232
O ffice (971) 219-5495  
Fax (503) 282-3676

LinudLas AîaiJ S e r v i c e

AIRMOIŒ
$34.99 Phone w/60 Mins. Included 

No Contract - No Credit Check

(503) 735-1422

Residential-Offices
“Cleanliness is 

next to Godliness”
Insured -  Bonded

503-288-1489
Linda J. Scott O w ner Coupon 10% off on first cleaning

•  First T ime Buyers
•  Refinancing
•  Second Home
•  Relocating

8  (taye/7 nights 
to North Amortco,

•  Many buyers programs
•  Buying an Investment Property
•  Selling your Home/Free Valuation
•  100% Financing Option 

with Closing Cost Assistance

æ A m E R IC A O n.
f i n a n c e

O ffice (503) 283-8764  
Fax (503) 289-2576

YOUR MORTGAGE TEAM: 
Paul Williams. Arhra Williams www.amenca I lendingaam

THE TEAM THAT GETS THE JOB DONE!

http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dcj/
mailto:reflnaM.lee@integrateleeorn.com
http://www.intpflatclecom.com
http://www.amenca

