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Moving to a new gity is a daunting task
for anyone having to make new friends,
business connections and finding their

niche.
Say Hey,

welcoming place to be.

» o

a quarterly networking event
for communities of color helps to intro-
duce Portland as a culturally diverse and

perceptionis ‘gee

Welcoming brigade
introduces new residents

“When people first moved here, the
. are there many African
Americans in Portland?" But they end up

very pleased that Oregon 1s a warm and

Tl'lx'llt"_. l‘|.l!. etobe,”

said Vicki Nakashima,
a Say Hey planning committee member.
Say Hey mixers, which are at the Inter

state Firehouse Cultural Center in north

Portland, are also business networking
opportunities, where companies support-
ing diversity are showcased.

One of the most valuable resources
from a Say Hey gathering is a large wel-
come packet, swelling with information
about businesses, services, organizations

and even fun tips about must-see locales,

The Say Hey group gathers at the Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center in north Portland to enjoy conversation with new and rooted professionals of color in

favorite barbers and popular restaurants

I'he Say Hey welcoming brigade in
vites professional, those new to the city
and anyone interested in identifying and
connecting with like-minded people to
regular gatherings at the IFCC. For more

information, visit www.tcc-arts.org/

contact.html

Cross Country Ride Supports Habltat for Humamty

Multicultural bike group to meet finishers

BY LEE PERLMAN
Tue PORTLAND OBSERVER

It all started when two college
students decided at 2 a.m. one
morning that it would be fun to
bicycle across the country, and do
it for a good cause

Ten years later, 90 college stu
dents will repeat what has become
the annual Habitat Bicycle Chal
lenge, a cross-country ride as a
fundraiser for Habitat for Human
ity, the non-profit group that helps
low-income people build homes
with their contribution of sweat
equity.

'his year, forthe first time, Port
land will be the final destination for
athird of the riders. The finish will
be celebrated with a public event
atd p.m. July 31 at Jamison Square
in the Pearl District of northwest
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Anthony Brydon and Jim
Goodarzi were attending school at
Yale when they selected six other
people to go with them on the origi-
nal trip - out of 60 who volunteered.
One of

Gambetti,

these was Francesca
a Portland architect and
Goodarzi’s fiancée

T'he first cross-country journey
was far more of an adventure than
those that followed, Gambetti re-
Ld”‘\.

“Jim and Anthony were the only
ones with any real biking experi
ence,” Gambetti says

I'he group covered 70 miles aday
overaroundabout, 4,000-mile route

It was not a smooth ride

they were to begin, Goodarzi broke

continued v on page A6
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Northeast Flooded

A foot or more of rain fell in parts of
the Northeast, forcing hundreds of
people from their homes during the
night, rupturing small dams and
flooding roads. Noinjuries had been

reported in the stricken areas of

Just before
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PHOTO BY MARK WASHINGTON/THE PORTEAND OBSERVER
Members of the group Bikes and Ideas Kids' Empowerment join BIKE founder John
Benenate (right) in preparations for a special ride later this month for Habitat for Humanity

Police
Reform
Battle

Commissioner
offers new resolution

sy Javmee R. Cuni
Tue Porrr.AND OBSERVER

Two weeks after African-American
leaders in the faith community came
before City Council with a resolution to
address racial profiling and other prob-
lems with the Portland Police Bureau,
one commissioner has presented his
own proposal.

Jim Francesconi, who is in a runoff
election to become Portland's next
mayor, says his resolution was drafted
in response 10 the action by the Albina
Ministerial Alliance, an African-Ameri-
can organization of church lam

“We need to re-build mhmrm
police officers and the community and
provide better training for officers so
that dangerous situations are de-esca-
lated,” Francesconi llid. “This guides
the Police Bureau i diver-
sity, training and labor w
Until the police mhedhu mm
sity in ourmmui;y ind v
receive better training, .
continue to fester.” sl

Rev. uaoyumn,amduh
alliance and member of a committee
studying police issues, said M
Franceconi’s resolution doesn't have
the teeth of his gmqs't m
posal. ot b ¥

“We appreciate the
part but his resolution. Mﬁ“ﬁr
as our original presentation to .
the issues to end the shoot
armed citizens by
land Police

sions.

--xmnopemmumymm

long been involved with police mﬁum.
especially inthe wake of the police sho
ing deaths of unarmed African-Am
can motorists Kendra James and James
Jahar Perez.

The alliances’ relolunoncalhforllw
removal and severe discipline of Officer
Jason Sery, whoshot and killed Perezon
March 28 in the St. Johns community of
north Portland.

The resolution also stipulates that
Portland’s police officers should receive
community-approved cultural diversity
training and that officer training in the
police academy, combining field, class-
room and consultation training, will meet
or exceed national standards. Finally, it
addresses racial profiling. stating that
no police action should be made on the

continued g on page A6
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