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A Different View of Patriotism on Independance Day

Independence Day
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But, fora whole week, I found
it difficult to turn on the televi-
sion or read newspapers which
uncritically praised President
Reagan over and over again. It
began to be a bit much for me.

Yes, hedid stand at the Berlin
Walland gave ariveting speech
Yes, he did force Communism
to change.

Buthad he done something to
tear down our own wall against
those who were dying with HIV/
AIDS or force us to look at our
own fears and our own system
of denial and finger-pointing, we
might have saved millions of
American lives. He didn’t face
down the racist regimes of South
Africa and Rhodesia and ask
them to tear down their walls of
apartheid that denied the right to
vote and basic human rights.

He illegally supported the dic
tatorships in El Salvador and
Guatemala which were respon-
sible for the deaths and disap-
pearance of thousands of their
own citizens. For the poor and
Americans of color, he
scapegoated and stereotyped
single mothers on public assis
tance, calling them “welfare
queens” and accused them of
driving Cadillacs while receiv-
ing food stamps.

He tried to have ketchup de
clared a vegetable in the school
lunch program for poor children

in America. He refused to re
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eight years of his administra-
tion. He slashed the budget of
the federal equal Employment
Opportunity Commission as
women were entering the work
force in unprecedented num-
bers.

He did not hear the pleas of
millions of American women to
ratify the Equal Rights Amend-
ment when he erased that from

[ really do sympathize with the
Reagan family members and friends
who have lost a husband, father,
brother and friend. But, for a whole
week, I found it difficult to turn on
the television or read newspapers
which uncritically praised President

Reagan over and over again.

aware, was the site of the
murder of three civil rights
workers during the 1964 Free
dom Summer. He chose the
words “states’ rights” in that
Mississippi speech which was
the code word term used by
ardent segregationists during
the civil rights struggle.

He was not moved by the
plight of poor working Ameri-
cans when he refused to raise

the minimum wage during the

the Republican Party platform
in 1980.

The images we hold as
Americans often just don’t
match up with the realities.
On this Independence Day,
perhaps we should really try
looking around us. That would
truly be patriotism.

Bernice Powell Jackson is
the executive minister for jus-
tice and witness ministries for
the United Church of Christ.

Economic Recovery?

Because of less buying power, wages and jobs

BY JUpGE GREG MATHIS '

As the Bush adminis-
tration continues to tell
the country that the eco-
nomic good times are
back again, millions of
Americans, particularly
African-Americans, fail to
feel the impact of the eco-
nomic recovery. We are
told that over 1 million people
have been hired since January,
yetunemployment and economic
despair continues to plague Afri-
can-Americans disproportion-
ately.

The fact is, even with over |
million new jobs, still over 1 mil-
lion less people are working than
were working when Bush took
office. The unemployment rate
for blacks is currently 10 per-
cent, nearly twice the rate of
whites. The unemployment rate
for black teenagers is over 30
percent nationally and, in New
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York City, halfof
all black men are
unemployed.
Clearly
have not felt the
impact of this so-
called surge in
hiring that is al-
legedly occurring
throughout the

we

country. Additionally, many of

the newly employed are making
lower wages, all the while paying
higher prices for consumer goods
and services.

According to a report by the
Economic Policy Institute, jobs
that once paid enough to sustain
a family now places that same
family in poverty. The EPI re-
ports that wages today are 24
percent lower in value than they
werein 1979. Meaning that work-
ers have less buying power than
they did in past years.

While wages have been stag-

nant, prices for food, gas, col-
lege tuition, and healthcare have
skyrocketed. Certainly the in-
crease in the cost of life’s essen-
tials is another reason we can’t
feel the so-called economic re-
covery. Any real economic re-
covery will have to be accompa-
nied by efforts to keep gas prices
down, increase wages, and get
healthcare costs under control.

Lastly, we must write our state
and federal elected officials and
demand a massive training and
employment program that will
address the disproportionate rate
of unemployment facing black
youths and black men. Until we
see real jobs paying real wages
we won't feel any real economic
recovery.

Judge Greg Mathis is chair-
man of the Rainbow PUSH-Ex-
cel board and a national board
member of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference.
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