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Inquest Jury: Police Reforms Needed

Portland Bureau can do better at training and minority recruitment
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We learned a great deal about
the nisk police officers face and the
lraimng these men and women re
ceive. The public at large should be
similarly informed so that citizens
may better understand the dynam-
ics of policing a community made
up of all kinds of people.

We encourage the Portland Po
lice Bureau to follow up with ex-
perts, such as the ones we heard, to
test the effects of cultural differ
ences on the reactions of both po
lice officers and suspects in real life
situations todetermine if other kinds
of training are necessary. We also
endorse Chief Foxworth’s planned
expansion of taser availability and
training

Inclosing, we have learned much
from our service on the inquest
jury. We hope the Portland Police
Bureau and the community will
benefit as we have
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[ want to thank the inquest jurors
tor 1ssuing this letter and for their
commitment to the inquest process.
They are community members who

served on the first inquest in 20

years and I'm sure it was a very
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stressful and somewhat over
whelming experience forthem. This
letter contained some observations
that also represent some common
community concerns.

[T

In reg mla to training, the Port-
land I EI|ILI. Bureau has always, and
willcontinue to constantly develop
and review its training, because we
want to offer the best training to
Portland Police Officers possible
As 1 said in the inquest, the Police
Bureau has had considerable com
munity input into our current poli
cies and training, and now we will
look at the best practices on a na
tional level toensure we are aligned

or above national standards
Chere is a common tendency
to intertwine racial profiling and
pre-text stops. These are two
separate subject matters. Pre-text
stops are when an officer makes
a lawful stop of a person in order
to investigate a potential crime
unrelated to the stop. This is a
valuable tool for officers, which
15 used to respond to criminal
activity or behavior in order to

reduce crime and improve neigh

We acknowledge that there have
been reported cases of racial pro
filing that have occurred in some
police agencies in this country.
[ cannot say that out of the hun
dreds of thousands of contacts
Portland Police Officers make ev-
ery year, that racial profiling has
never occurred in Portland. How-
ever, racial profiling is not, and will
not, be tolerated in the Portland
Police Bureau. If anyone feels they
have been the subject of racial pro-

The Portland Police Bureau does
not train, teach, endorse, support or
condone any type of racial profiling.

— Portland Police Chief Derrick Foxworth

borhood livability.

In regards to racial profiling, |
want to emphasize the definition:
It is the use of race as the sole
basis for justifying traffic stops
or other police action. The Port-
land Police Bureau does not train,
teach, endorse,
done any type of racial profiling.
This is a practice that contradicts

support or con-

our organizational values and
community policing philosophy.

filing, then I urge them to come
forward to the Independent Police
Review Division with their com-
plaints.

The Police Bureau will continue
to look for ways to better communi-
cate and educate the public in why
we do what we do. In doing so, this
will create and enhance the public’s
understanding and trust in their
police

Jurors’ Concerns are Helpful

and the community they patrol.

Editor's Note: The following
statement is Mayor Vera Katz's
answer to the concerns of jurors
inthe James Jahar Perez inquest

Thank you for your thoughtful
letter of May 5,

and recommenda-

regarding your

Impressions

tions Lil'\L'Il\pl'd as a result of

your service in the public inquest
regarding the death of James
Jahar Perez. You certainly did not
have to take this additional step
after your jury duties were dis
charged. Your desire to be part of
a constructive dialogue around
the issues raised exhibits a high
degree of civic responsibility

As you note in your letter, some
of your suggestions are, of
course, already being considered.
We review on an ongoing basis
how our already stringent police

training can be improved. The

City is committed to recruiting
officers from all segments of our
community and we have reviewed

The shooting
deaths of Kendra
James and James
Jahar Perez have
raised questions
that need to be
addressed.
ous cotumiismant 54 oemsiitelty
policing approach that empha

sizes the importance of personal
relationships between officers

Clearly, the shooting deaths
of Kendra James and James Jahar
Perez have raised questions that
Chief
Foxworth and I welcome those

need to be addressed.
questions and we welcome the
type of thoughtful recommenda-
tions you have developed.

Your comments regarding the
scars left by this tragic incident
reflect how seriously you under-
took your duties. Thank you for
your valuable service.

The inquest, for all its limita-
tions, greatly informed our com
munity, not only about the case
at hand, but also regarding such
1ssues as police training and
policy. It was very helpful and
has established a useful prece-
dent.
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