
Page B4 _____________ (Eljc ^ortlanh (Pbeeruer ____________________March 24,2004

Mexico to Host World Water Summit
Focus on 
restoring health, 
dignity to
people

M exico will host the fourth 
World W ater Forum in 2006, Presi­
dent Vicente Fox said Monday, 
bringing the weeklong meeting on 
water scarcity to the Americas for 
the first time.

The 2006 summit will focus on 
providing clean water and sanita­
tion to the w orld’s poor - a major 
problem in relati vely water-rich Latin 
America.

“W ater is the great theme o f the 
21 st century . It is our com m on fu­
ture,” Fox said. “In Mexico, water is 
a m atter o f national security.”

Tap water is considered unsafe 
to  d rin k  th ro u g h o u t m uch o f  
M exico, and bottled water is con­
sumed by much of the population 
that can afford it. Tourists are con­
sistently warned to not drink tap 
water because it can cause diges­
tive problems.

A lack o f access to sanitation is 
the most pressing water problem 
worldwide, said William Cosgrove, 
president o f the W orld'V aterCoun-

W o rk ers  S en d  
$ 1 4  B illio n  H o m e

( AP)— Mexicans will receive 
an estim ated $14.5 billion this 
year from countrym en working 
in the United States, a figure that 
rivals the nation’s most impor­
tant sources o f foreign income, 
according to a new study.

The study by the Inter-Ameri­
can Development Bank and Pew 
Hispanic Center found that offi­
cial estimates overlook money 
shipped home by mail or carried 
by migrants and messengers.

It found that 18 percent o f 
M exico’s population currently 
receives regular income from 
abroad.

“For a big country, it’s enor­
m ous,” said Donald Terry of the 
Inter-A m erican D evelopm ent 
Bank.

Cow tracks lead up to the water's edge on a section of the Rodriguez dam reservoir in Tijuana, 
Mexico. Drought and heavy water use has lowered the reservoir to critical levels. (AP photo)

cil.
“ It’s a fundamental issue be­

cause it affects the health o f people 
and their dignity,” said Cosgrove, 
noting that more than half the 
w orld’s population is living w ith­
out access to basic sanitation.

The problem could get worse.

Fox Proposes Election Reforms
( A P )  — P r e s i d e n t  

Vicente Fox and opposi­
tion lawmakers delivered 
competing election-reform 
proposals to Congress on 
Monday, each citing the 
need to cut election costs 
and renew confidence in a 
campaign finance system 
shaken by scandal.

Both proposals would 
shorten the campaign sea­
son for presidential candidates to that grips Mexico during extended
90 days and limit the am ount o f 
money they can spend. The dates 
for federal, state and local elections 
would be consolidated.

The Fox adm inistration con­
tends its plan would unlock infor­
mation about campaign finances 
and break the legislative deadlock

According to a recent U.N. report, 
as many as 4 billion people could 
face water shortages by 2025.

Rapid population growth and 
climate changes are feeding the 
accelerating crisis that could bring 
water shortages to 60 countries by 
the middle ofthe century ¡faction is

Mexican President Vicente Fox

election seasons.
“The purposes is to com bat cor­

ruption, create transparency in the 
use o f resources, and to increase 
accountability,” the president said 
M onday.

He said his plan “also would 
decrease the cost o f the democracy

not taken, according to the report.
The U.N. Children’s Fund re­

ported Friday that diarrhea diseases
- which spread more rapidly in areas 
without sanitation or where safe 
water is unavailable - now claim the 
lives of about 5,000 children per 
day.

and facilitate legislative 
agreem ents.”

Lawmakers from the 
In stitu tio n a l R evo lu ­
tionary Party, or PRI, 
which Fox unseated in 
2000, and the leftist 
Democratic Revolution 
Party are backing an elec­
tio n -re fo rm  proposal 
that would place new 
restrictions on radio and 

television advertising.
Last year, opposition  law m ak­

ers accused Fox o f using govern­
m ent-reserved airtim e to prom ote 
the achievem ents o f  his adm inis­
tration  during the run-up to m id­
term  elections - a com m on p rac­
tice o f  the PRI during its 1929- 
2000 reign.

Asian and Hispanic 
Populations Boom
Minorities to 
compose half 
of Americans in 
2050

The n a tio n ’s 
A sian and H is­
p an ic  p o p u la ­
tions will roughly 
triple in size by 
m i d - c e n t u r y ,  
w hen m in o rity  
g ro u p s  o v e ra ll 
w ill be n early  
equal in number 
with whites, the 
C ensus B ureau 
says.

W hites, now 
about 69 percent 
ofthe population, 
would com prise 
50.1 percent o f 
U.S. residents by 
2050, bureau pro­
jections released 
last week show.

Im m ig ra tio n  
should continue 
to play a key role 
in sparking the ex­
p losive grow th  
am o n g  A sia n s  
an d  e s p e c ia lly  
H ispanics, said 
Greg Spencer, a 
dem ographer at 
the C ensus Bu­
reau.

These demographic shifts will 
occur as the national population 
balloons to 420 million at mid-cen­
tury, rising nearly 50 percent from 
2000. Americans will getabitgrayer, 
too, by 2050 - nearly 21 percent of 
residents will be age 65 or older, 
compared with 12 percent now.

The latest estim ates update 
long-pred ic ted  trends, though 
race and ethnic changes are oc­
curring sooner because o f higher- 
than-expected imm igration rates.

“These kind o f data pushes us 
to think about the country in dif­
ferent ways, and how we define 
America,” said Sonia Perez, vice

president of research for the Na­
tional Council o f La Raza, the 
nation’s largest advocacy group 
for Hispanics.

“But in terms of the message, it’s 
the same story on how we need to

Hispanic population 
could triple by 2050
The Hispanic and Asian 
population could triple by 2050 
nationwide, according to 
projections by the Census Bureau.
■ ■  White ■ ■  Black 
(Non-Hispanic)

Asian ( Hispanic

Percent change ofthe population, 
by race and origin
35 percent

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau AP

focus on investm ents in these 
populations” such as reducing dis­
parities in education and health care, 
Perez said.

The Asi^p population is ex ­
pected to gMw 213 percent to 33 
million by 2050. Hispanics will in­
crease their ranks by 188 percent to 
102.6 million, or roughly one-quar­
ter o f the population.

The black population would see 
a71 percent increase to 61 million, 
remaining the second-largest m i­
nority.

M eanwhile, the white popula­
tion would grow just 7 percent to 
210million
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Chiropractic Clinic
4 8 5  N .U I. 18th ftv«nu«, Suit« 3 

Portlond, O fl 9 7 8 0 9  
Phon« (5 0 3 )  8 8 8  6 1 4 0

Licensed Bonded Insured
J.R. Washer/Dryer Repair Specialist, Inc.

Also
Frontloader • Stacked Units • Coin Ops 

All Name Brands
Used Washer/Dryer: $85.00 each or $185.00 set 

6 month warranty on labor 

James Richardson (503) 978-2746 CCB#156837

OFF.: (50 3 )2 86 -1 10 3  
STATE FARM FAX: (503 )286-1146

INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOME OFHCES:BLOOMINGTON. 
ILLINOIS

ERNEST J. HILL, JR. 
Agent

6527 NE MLK, Jr. Boulevard 
Suite A
Portland, OR 97217

n<

Special O rders G lad ly Accepted! 
Paul Houge

1-887-860-0047

8238 N Denver Avenue, Portland, Or. 97217 
Phone: (303) 289-3418

CATERING AVAILABLETW

Espresso Coffee Tea Juices 
Breakfast Lunch Pastries

(A rt
441 N Killln«8«orlh » I , Portland, O R . >7217 

Phone A Pet I5811 28« «147 WE DELIVER

■̂Çooî kunnings Cafe
L/AE IT U ,Eatitand

^C arifcfeear» & Cajwr* C u is in e
,4110 NE Fremont, 503-282-2118

DOUBLE J TIRE CENTER
NEW • USED • NEW CAPS 
Taxes. Mounting «  Balancing Included 

FULLY GUARANTEED

“NOW WITH 2 LOCATIONS"
6641 N.E. M.L.K. JR. BLVD. 4510 S.E. 52ND & HOLGATE

PORTLAND. OREGON 97211 PORTLAND. OR 97206 
(503)283-9437 (503)771-1834

HOURS - MON THRU FRI 9 TO 6 • SAT 9 TO 4

Michael E. Harper, Sr.
Agent

9045 SWBarbur. Suite 109 
Portland. OR 97219 
(503)221-3050 
FAX: (503) 227-8757
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STAIEFARMINSIIRANCECOMPANES 
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON.

ILLINOIS

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
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