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Darryl Peterson of CEC, Inc. (from left), Bill Bruce, Interstate Max project manager for Stacy
and Witbeck General Engineering and Contractors, and Charles Caisson, owner of CEC, a
north Portland inspection and safety business, pause during a recent celebration marking

the Interstate Max's first ride to the Expo Center. The line opens to the public in May.
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other African American on the
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closure of a school on one side of
the river versus the other,” he said

Poe’s day job also reflects his
passion for education. He is the

director of the county's Depart

7410 NE MLK
PORTLAND
OR 97211

Youth Empowerment Coalition,
which provides employment place-
ment for under-achieving groups
and the House of Umoja, a residen-
tial education facility for gang-in-
volved youth

“We have to inspire our youth,
especially African Americans, to
move toward financial indepen-
dence so all communities can suc-
ceed economically,” Poe said.

With so many common sense
answers to problems afflicting Port-
land, Poe may extend his sphere of
influence to city politics.

“I'm not running for mayor,” he
assures, “but if the city really says
it needs minority representation, |
would stand for it.”

According to Poe, running for
office today would be political “sui-
cide.”

“I'm not sure Portland wants
African-American representation,”
he said, citing the few minorities
holding public office or appointed
to powerful commissions and com-
mittees in the L‘il}

“I'mdiscouraged about the num-
ber of African Americans running
for public office and I think the
entire city should be outraged and
asking the question, how much
longer?”

Again, he offers a solution. Poe
suggests creating leadership and
development programs to train
people of colortofill city leadership
positions.

“I think we're one issue short of
being a great city,” said Poe. “Can
we really live up to celebrating di-
versity and inclusivity at all lev

els?”
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