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Uganda Dance Troop Inspires
Ensemble of African musicians coming to Portland
Sec story, Metro section
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Angry Men at Risk of Stroke
Hotheaded men who explode with 
anger seem to be at greater risk o f 
having a stroke or dying, new re
search shows. Angry women, on 
the other hand, don’t run as high 
a risk o f having a stroke or heart 
problems, according to a study in 
the American Heart Association 
journal Circulation.

‘Passion’ Proves 
Big Moneymaker
A fter opening  with an as ton ish 
ing $ 125.2 million over five days, 
M el G ib so n ’s “The Passion o f 
the C hris t” is positioned  to get 
even bigger as the Rom an C atho
lic season o f  Lent leads up to 
E aster on A pril 11. The box-of
fice total pushed “The P assion” 
past “The Lord o f  the Rings: 
The R eturn o f the K ing” for b ig 
gest debut ever by a film  open
ing on a W e d n esd ay  - A sh 
W ednesday, in th is case.

Mars Was Wet 
Enough for Life
Mars was once soaked with water, 
enough to support life in a  “good, 
habitable environm ent,” NASA 
scientists said Tuesday after re
viewing data from the Mars rover 
Opportunity, although they said 
the finding doesn’t prove that life 
existed.

Marines Enter 
Haitian Capital

. Rebels rolled into Port-Au-Prince 
the capital and were met by hun
dreds o f  residents dancing in the 
streets and cheering the ouster o f 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
The United States denied allega
tions Aristide was kidnapped by 
U.S. forces eager for him to resign 
and be spirited into exile.

U.S. Border
Vulnerability Reported
Chronic delays in the integration 
o f FBI fingerprint files with data
bases used by the Border Patrol 
leave the United States vulner
able to entry by foreign crim inals 
and terrorists. Justice Department 
investigators found.

Battle over Chinese Girl 
Raised from Infancy In U.S.
A 5-year-old Chinese-American 
girl at the center of a custody fight 
has bonded with the American 
couple from Tennessee who raised 
her from infancy and should stay 
w ith them , a court-appo in ted  
guardian said.
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As cochair of the Portland School Board, Lolenzo Poe focuses on Improving the performance of 
disadvantaged students in the district as well as reducing juvenile crime and breaking down 
racial barriers in the city.

PCC Narrows Search
Finalists considered for top college job

Dr. Preston Pulliams
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P o rtlan d  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e ’s board  
o f  d irec to rs  h as  se lec ted  th ree  Finalists, 
in c lu d in g  an A frican -A m erican  e d u c a 
to r  from  N ew  Y ork , for the  p osition  o f  
P C C  p resid en t.

P reston  P u lliam s is cu rren tly  v ice- 
c h a n c e llo r  fo r C o m m u n ity  C o lleg es  for 
the S ta te  U n iv ers ity  o f  N ew  Y ork. He 
p rev io u sly  se rv ed  as p res id e n t o f  O r 
an g e  C o u n ty  C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e  in 
M id d le to n , N .Y . as p re s id e n t o f  the 
H igh land  L akes C am p u s o f  the O ak lan d  
C o m m u n i ty  C o l le g e  D is t r i c t  in  
B lo o m fie ld  H ills , M ich ., an d  v ice  p re s i
d en t fo r s tuden t a ffa irs  at the C o m m u 
n ity  C o lleg e  o f  P h ilade lph ia .

H e ea rn ed  a d o cto ra l d eg re e  in e d u 
ca tio n  from  the U n iv ersity  o f  M ich igan , 
a m a s te r 's  in co u n se lin g  an d  personne l

from  W este rn  M ich igan  U n iv ersity , a 
b a c h e lo r’s deg ree  in soc ia l sc ience 
from  M ich igan  S ta te  U ni versity  and  an 
a s s o c ia te ’s d e g re e  from  M u sk eg o n  
C o m m u n ity  C o llege .

D an ie l L aV ista  is the ex ecu tiv e  d i
rec to r o f  the Illino is B oard  o f  H igher 
E duca tion . P rio r to  that, he se rv ed  as 
p re s id e n t o f  M cH en ry  C o m m u n ity  
C o lleg e  in C rysta l L ake, III., as c h a n 
ce llo r o f  B altim ore C oun ty  C om m unity  
C o lleg es  in T o w so n . M d., an d  p res i
den t o f  the C o lleg e  o f  L ake  C o u n ty  in 
G ray slak e , III.

L aV ista  ea rn ed  a d octo ra l deg ree  in 
speech  an d  d ram a tic  a rts  from  S y ra 
cu se  U n iv ersity , a m a s te r’s deg ree  in 
E ng lish  lite ra tu re  from  the U niversity  
o f  D ay ton  and  a b ac h e lo r  o f  a r t 's  
degree  in E nglish  from  S ien aC o lleg e  in 
N ew  Y ork.

Jam es M idd leton  is a v isiting  scho lar 
fo r the C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e  L ead er
s h ip  D e v e lo p m e n t  I n i t i a t iv e s  a t 
C la re m o n t G ra d u a te  U n iv e rs ity  in 
C larem on t, C alif. B efore that, he served 
as p resid en t o f  the M arin  C om m unity  
C o lleg e  D istric t in M arin  C o u n ty , C a 
lif., as c h ie f  ac ad e m ic  o ffic e r  at the 
P en n sy lv an ia  C o lleg e  o f  T echno logy  
in W illiam sport, Pa., and  the d ire c to ro f  
In tegrated  S tud ies at W illiam sport A rea 
C om m u n ity  C o llege , W illiam sport. Pa.

M id d le to n  e a rn ed  a d o cto ra te  o f  
arts  in E ng lish  lan g u ag e  and literature 
from  the U n iv ersity  o f  M ich igan , m as
te rs d eg re es  in E ng lish  from  both  the 
U n iv ersity  o f  Iow a and  the U niversity  
o f  L eeds (E n g lan d ), an d  a b ach e lo r’s 
d eg ree  in E u ro p ean  litera tu re  from  the
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A Man 
“’'"Answers
School leader 
offers education 
solutions
by J aymee R. C un
T he Portland O bserver

One school official has some 
very straightforward ideas for re
ducing youth gang and drug in
volvement, curbing crime and street 
violence and making Portland the 
first city to close the achievement 
gap

Lolenzo Poe, the African-Ameri
can co-chair o f the Portland Public 
School board, said a strong school 
system is the way for Portland to 
live up to its reputation as one of 
the most livable cities.

Poe welcomes the overall in
crease in learning in our public 
school system, but says a stub
born achievem ent gap persists 
among children o f color.

“For a city that talks about liv
ability and em braces diversity, it 
looks like Portland may be hypo
critical, at best," said Poe, who be
gan his term as chair o f the school 
board in January.

Poe and fellow school board co- 
chair Julia Brim-Edwards split the 
duty of conducting board meet
ings. Brim-Edwards is also respon
sible for accountability o f funds, 
bond measures and community re
lations while Poe concentrates on

academic achievements and union 
relations.

“So many problems in society 
will go away if we close the achieve
ment gap," said Poe. “From a purely 
se lfish  societal and econom ic 
standpoint, education is the best 
prevention o f gang and drug in
volvement.”

According to Poe, boosting the 
accomplishments o f minority stu
dents is possible.

“I believe we can be the first 
urban district to close the achieve
ment gap,” said Poe, himself a prod
uct o f Portland Public Schools. Poe 
has lived in northeast Portland all 
his life and graduated from Jefferson 
High School in 1970.

The district has implemented the 
Education Action Plan, enforced 
by Portland’s C hief Academic O f
ficer Patricia Pickles, another Afri
can-American educator. The plan 
aims to close the achievement gap 
at each district school and meet 
federal education benchmarks by 
2007.

Poe fights the racist barriers 
engrained in the local population.

"W e do not have the same ex
pectations and vision of rigor for all 
kids,” said Poe. “ I’m not calling 
anyone a racist, but I think the 
fundamental expectations are not 
the same and we have to stop that.”

Poe also has a solution to bal-
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Rose Garden Going Broke?
Oregon Arena Corp., the company that owns the Rose Garden, 
filed for bankruptcy protection Friday. Company officials said 
the arena, owned by multibillionaire Paul Allen, has lost $20 
million in nine years and was headed toward a default on 
interest payments. Allen's ownership o f the Portland Trail 
Blazers was not part o f the bankruptcy filing, but the team also 
has been losing money in recent years because of high player 
salaries, declining attendance and explosive NBA taxes for 
exceeding player payroll limits.
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