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Focus

George Clinton

Musician’s Drug 
Search Called Illegal

(A P ) —  A n a tto rn ey  fo r funk  
m u sic  p io n ee r G eo rg e  C lin to n  
said  the m usic ian  w as illegally  
sea rch ed  by p o lic e  in F lo rid a  
b e fo re  he w as  c h a rg e d  w ith  
d ru g  possession .

C lin to n , 63 , w as arre sted  D ec 
6  o u ts id e  a co n v en ie n ce  sto re , 
n ea r h is re co rd in g  stud io . Po lice  
sa id  he had  a bag  o f  c rack  c o 
ca in e  and  a g lass  c rack  p ipe. He 
w as re leased  on $ 2 ,6 5 0  bail.

C o ca in e  po ssessio n , a fe lony .

ca rr ie s  a m ax im u m  five years  
in p rison . C lin to n  a lso  faces a 
p o sse ss io n  o f  p a ra p h e rn a lia  
c h a rg e .

C lin to n  h e a d e d  th e  fu n k  
b a n d s  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  
F u n k ad e lic  - and  the c o lla b o 
ra tion  la te r know n as P -F u n k  - 
in the 1970s and  1980s is c o n -  
s id e red  a fa th e r o f  the genre . 
In 1983, C lin to n ’s so lo  reco rd  
“ A to m ic  D o g "  rose  to  the top  
o f  the R & B  charts .
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Bobby Brown Charged 
with Hitting Whitney

Couple leaves 
court together

(AP) —  Singer Bobby Brown was charged 
with battery in an Atlanta, Ga. courtroom last 
Wednesday, three days after he allegedly hit 
his wife, singer and actress Whitney Houston.

Fulton County police spokesman Kurtis 
Young said Brown, 34, turned him self in. 
Brown and Houston left Fulton County 
Magistrate Court together after they and 
their attorneys met with police.

Brown is scheduled to appear at a prelim i
nary hearing Jan. 7.

B row n's lawyer, M aurice Bennett, told

CONNECTION

Whitney Hous
ton and her 
husband, Bobby 
Brown, perform  
during the “VH1 
Divas " duets 
show last May. 
(AP photo)

The A tlanta Journal-Constitution that his cli
ent and Houston were trying to work out the 
problem “as husband and wife.”

Houston, 40, declined comment, but her 
lawyer, Mark Trigg, echoed Bennett’s com 
ments, saying: “She is trying to resolve the 
matter privately.”

Houston told police Sunday that Brown 
had struck heron the left side of her face with 
an open right hand at the couple’s home near 
Alpharetta. Brown then went to the airport for 
a flight to Los Angeles, the police report said.

Police said Houston had a bruised cheek 
and a  cut inside her upper lip.

Houston and Brown have been married 
since 1992. They have a 10-year-old daughter, 
Bobbi Kristina.

Buju Banton

Reggae Singer Hit 
with Pot Charge

(AP) —  Gramm y nominee Buju Banton has 
pleaded innocent to marijuana charges in a Jam ai
can court.

Police said they were conducting routine anti
drug raids in Jam aica 's capital last week and found 
th ree  fu lly -g ro w n  m arijuana  p lan ts in the 
entertainer’s home weighing 2 pounds. A police 
official initially said officers found 30 plants.

Banton faces marijuana possession and culti
vation charges that carry a maximum penalty o f six 
months in jail and fines. H e’s scheduled to appear 
in court again Jan. 9.

Banton’s “Friends for Life” album  was nom i
nated Dec. 4 for best reggae album  at the 46th 
annual Gramm y Awards, set for Feb. 8 at the 
Staples Center arena in Los Angeles.

Magazine Rejects Eminem Apology
T he Source M agazine is con 

tinuing to  condem n Em inem , call
ing hi s second apology i nadeq uate 
as the rap s ta r ,tr ie s  to d ism iss 
som e rac ist ran tings from  the 
past as the resu lt o f  youthfu l 
ignorance.

E ditors for the rap publication 
have invited E m inem  to partic i
pate in a roundtable d iscussion o f 
racism  in hip-hop.

T he Source says it has p roof 
from  actual recordings m ade that 
E m inem  m ade racist and offen 
sive tracks in 1993 w hen he w as 
21, not 16 as he claim s.

T he m ag az in e  q u o te s  M alik  
Z u lu  S h ab azz , n a tio n a l c h a ir 
m an o f  th e  N ew  B lack  P an th er 
P arty  and  fo rm er m em b er o f  
the Z u lu  N atio n , o f  a ccu sin g  
E m inum  o f  p lay in g  a gam e  w ith

b lack  peop le  to  get b lack  m oney  
o r  c re d ib ility  in a b lack  in d u s
try .

It quo ted  G ram m y nom inee 
N ikki G iovanni as saying, “I ’m 
not a fan o f  E m inem  and it w as a 
profound disappointm ent. W hat’s 
the purpose o f  this boy w ho’s 
m aking  a living o ff  o f  a black art 
form  being deliberately  insult
ing?”

What a View!
Take in the Portland lights from the Sternwheeler 
for Christm as through Dec. 28. Admission ranges from 
$20 to $65 fordinner, dancing and holiday brunches. Form ore
information, visit www.stemwheeler.com or call 800-643-1354.

M l  \  I  birthday party on Jan. 2 for Ozzie, the famous 
f l  otter, who was conceived, born and raised by his
/  ' m other in captivity. Birthday party guests receive cup

cakes. For more information, call 503-226-1561 or visit 
www.oregonzoo.org.

Santa’s Late Sax Ries West
Find Santa at the Oregon Z oo 's  holiday simulator ride for the holidays 
through Dec. 28. Call 503-226-1561 or visit www.oregonzoo.org formore 
information.

Vroom!
The Portland International Auto Show is from Feb. 5 through 8 for 
domestic and imports, concept and economy cars, at the Oregon 
Convention Center, 777 N.E. MLK Blvd. General admission is $8. For 
more information, call 800-322-4821.

Stack ‘Em Up
A dult L ego  e n th u s ia s ts  w ill love  the 2004 
B rick F es t E xpo  at the  O regon  C o n v en tio n  
C en te r. T he ex h ib it w ill h ave  them ed  d is 
p lays and m osa ics  from  11 a.m . to  4 p .m . Feb. 
15 fo r an ad m iss io n  o f  $5 p e r perso n  or $20  
m ax p e r fam ily . F o r m ore  in fo rm a tio n , call 
503-297-5090.

Give Your Child 
An Outstanding 

Education
Taking 
Applications 
For Next Year's 
6th and 7th 
Grade Students

MIDDLE SCHOOL
503-789-9099 5250 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.

Charles Gayle, a New York jazz saxophone street performer, will have a 
rare W est Coast performance at Disjecta, 116 N.E. Russell St., on Jan. 10. 
Free.

Tet Celebration
The Vietnamese comm unity cel
ebrates the year o f the monkey 
with a traditional festival Tet and 
Lion Danceon Saturday, Jan. 17 at 
the Oregon Convention Center, 
777 N.E. MLK Blvd. Festivities, 
games and music are from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. with a fundraising dance 
at 8 p. m . for a cost o f $25. For more 
information, call 503-780-0842.

Ozzie’s Birthday
Join Oregon Zoo staff for a third

Arts Benefit
The Talism an Gallery presents "Foot Square," benefiting Habitat For 
Humanity, through Dec. 28. Form ore inform ation,call 503-287-9529.

Kwanzaa Gala
Bridge Builders is holding its seventh annual Kwanzaa Gala and Initiates 
Ball at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 27 at the Portland Center for the Performing 
Arts. Tickets are $30. For more information, call 503-306-2960.

All New Christmas Carol
The Northwest Children’s Theater and School presents the “All New 
Christm as Carol" at the Northwest Neighborhood Cultural Center, 1819 
N.W. Everett St., through Dec. 24. Tickets are $20 for adults. For 
show tim es and m ore in fo rm ation , ca ll 503 -2 2 2 -4 4 8 0  o r v isit 
www.nwcts.org.

Trlppin' through Town
Take a trip through time to find the hottest poetry, hip-hop and soul 
influencing Portland W ednesdays at the Ohm. $7 cover. 31 N.W. First 
Ave.

Wild Party
Excite your child with a birthday party in the 
woods, meadow or near a pond, hosted by 
Portland Parks and Recreation staff. Themes 
include forest fairies, Indian legends, Lewis and Clark exploration, animal 
tracking, cam ouflage critters and more. Parties begin at $100 for 10 
children, including games, activities and favors. For more information, 
call 503-823-3601.
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