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W hat th e  new  p re s c r ip tio n  d ru g  b e n e fit will do  fo r  you. 

N o so u n d  b ite s . N o sp in . N o p o litics . J u s t  th e  facts.

December io, 2003____________________________________ ®Jje JJortlanh (Observer___________________

Congress has ju s t voted to add a prescription d rug  benefit to Medicare. W hile the benefit 
isn’t perfect, it’s an im portan t step forward that we can build  o n  in  the fu ture. H ere are 
some im portant ways that older Americans and their families will be helped by this benefit:

1. It  p r o te c ts  t r a d it io n a l  M ed ica re :

N o th in g  in  the  leg is la tio n  u n d e r ­

m ines tra d it io n a l fe e -fo r-se rv ic e  

M ed icare. A nd  anyone can stay in 

it if  they choose.

2. A ll  M e d ic a r e  b e n e f ic ia r ie s  w ill  

have a c ce ss  to  d r u g  coverage:  

T h is  is a g u a ra n te e d  d ru g  p lan  

fo r all b en e fic ia rie s , regard less 

o f  w here they live.

3- T h is  n ew  d r u g  b e n e f i t  is  

v o lu n ta ry :

People can elect to  keep any 

ex isting  coverage they have, and  

n o  o n e  will be fo rced  to  e n ro ll 

in  the  new p ro g ra m .

4- I t  h e lp s  th o s e  w ho n e e d  i t  m o st:

T h e  new b e n e fit p rov ides fo r 

co m p reh en siv e  d ru g  coverage fo r 

p eo p le  w ith low in co m es, at 

m in im al cost to  th em .

5- I t  p r o te c ts  th o s e  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  

d r u g  co sts:

A fte r a b en efic ia ry  reaches the

$ 3 ,6 0 0  o u t-o f-p o c k e t lim it, the 

federal g o v ern m en t will pay fo r 95%  

o f  p re sc r ip tio n  d ru g  costs.

6 . It p r o te c ts  r e t ir e e  coverage:

T h e  leg is la tio n  prov ides fin an c ia l 

incen tives fo r  em ployers (b o th  

p ub lic  an d  p rivate) so th a t peop le  

who already have good private coverage 

will n o t lose it.

7- I t  p r o v id e s  n ew  p r e v e n tiv e  

se rv ic e s :

T h e  leg isla tio n  p rov ides fo r  

new c o o rd in a te d  c h ro n ic  d isease 

m a n ag em en t, p reventive sc re en in g  

for heart disease and an in troducto ry  

physical exam .

8 . D is c o u n t  card:

Beneficiaries can choose a M edicare 

d iscount card that will provide some 

im m ediate help with d rug  costs.

In  a d d itio n , m any low -incom e 

beneficiaries will receive a $ 6 0 0  

subsidy on  th e ir card.
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A nd  we p ro m ise  to  keep figh ting  to make your p re sc rip tio n  drugs m ore  affo rdab le .
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