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Prodigal Child Shocks America

Hundreds of years of books,

diaries, articles, oral history and

more tell us of giant heroes of our

past. However, they are not al
ways as physically big as one
might imagine. One case of point
1s the huge impact a frail African
child born around 1753, would
have on this world.

Al
pounds, Phillis Wheatley arnved

not much more than 25
in America aboard a slave ship
She was barely strong enough to
stand on her own as the auction
eer slammed the hammer down
A rich businessman’s wife,
Susan Wheatley, took pity
on the sickly girl that
day in a Boston har

gbor. The year was
1761

At around seven
years old, dirty,
painfully ill fromthe
long journey from
Senegal, Africa,
the child was small
for her age and
hardly a bargain for
any slave
We can only imag

owner it

ine how frightened she ’
was after being forced oy
on to a slave ship weeks
before, and now standing
half-naked in rags, facing :
crowd of screaming slave bid
ders.

But Susan Wheatley and her
Wheatley had
other plans. In time she would be

husband, John

allowed to help around the house
-doing chores like the other
Wheatley children, but for now,
the toothless starving little girl
would be given clothes to replace
her torn rags, food, shelter, and
most importantly., a combination
of religion and education. Conse
quently, as a young woman,
Phillis, who was named after the
ship she came to America on,
found recognition for her writ
Ings.

Due to her almost fairytale life,
Wheatley often said that she felt

“saved” from a life of poverty,
’

A\f-
rica. Her coming to America and

starvation, and sickness in

being taught Christianity had a
profound affect on her life and
her writings

John Wideman in his book,
“My Soul Has Grown Deep,”
tells us “Wheatley truly felt her
capture and enslavement as the
work of a merciful God, rescu

ing her from a land she called

pagan.”

Phillis Wheatley

As Wheatley’s poetry contin
ued to be published, Americans
were both fascinated and shocked
athereloquent vocabulary. When
people began to think she was a
fake. high-ranking government
officials, including the governor
of the colony in which Boston
resided, stepped in and validated
the work.

Upon reading Wheatly's 1770
poem, On the Death of the Rev
erend Mr. George Whitefield the
English Countess of Huntington
was so impressed that she later
wrote Wheatley and invited her
to London. Wheatley was so well

received in Europe that the Count
ess helped her publish her first
multiple works, Poems on Vari
ous Subjects, Religious and
Moral. After its publication in
1773, she became the first pub
lished American black poet, male
or female.

Sadly, her mistress died in
1774
Wheatley died four years later in
1778. As aresult, Wheatley was

and her master John

forced into poverty and sold as
a slave. Although she met and
married John Peters, life did not
turn out in her favor. Peters
was an irritable man who
rarely found work and
primarily relied

Wheatley for a means

on

of support. Wheatley

worked as a servant

during the day and

tried to keep up her

o writing
%  Wheatley gave birth

at night.
to three children,
losing all of them
during the birth. She
died along with her
third child on Dec 5,
1784
Although her tragic
end was a great loss to

her devoted audience,
Wheatley left behind an un
paralleled legacy. While some
feel she was Kidnapped from
Africato be sold as a slave, most
historical accounts support the
that

Senegalese mother paid to have

beliet her destitute
her hidden on the ship as a stow
away, hoping she would find a
better life in America

Her

elaborate writings gave hope to

worldwide fame and
scores of others who may never
have become writers if not for
Wheatley. For 200 years after
her passing, Wheatley clubs
throughout the country held on
to her legacy, proving that no
matter who you are, where you
come from, or what horrible
circumstances surrounded you,

you can achieve greatness.
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REGGIE'S BARBER SHOP
Shop

503-280-0222
503-577-0404

3213 NE M.L.King Jr. Blvd. - Portland, OR 97211
Between Cook & Fargo - Formerly: MUSIC GALORE
Hours: Tuesday thru Saturday - 10am to 7pm

Mr.
Reggie Brown
Master Barber

MARCELITTE FAILLA, D.C.

Chiropractic Clinic

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

425 N.W. 18th Avenve, Suite 3
Portlond, OR 97209
Phone: (S03) 228-6140
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Families Urged to Buckle Up

Program ‘Corazon de mi vida’

(AP)
use in general is atan all-time high,

While child safety-seat

the message to keep kids buckled
up has not taken hold in Hispanic
communities, where cultural difter
ences and lack of understanding
about seat belt laws

As the U.S. Latino population
grows, federal officials are working
to teach Hispanics about the ben
efits of child safety seats

A program, “Corazon de mivida,”
or “You are the center of my life,”
has distributed child safety seats in
Hispanic communities. The pro
gram, a collaboration between the
federal National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and the San
National

Antonio-based Latino

Children’s Institute, is a start in
breaking down the cultural barriers
that have led to more deaths among
Hispanic children than non-His
panic white children

“We're having to totally edu
cate this community, totally change
this behavior not just because
you're going to get a ticket but
because you will save your child’s
life,” said program director Irene
Rodriguez

Julio Rios, who supervises His
panic programs for Child and Fam
ily Services of West Michigan, Inc.,
said immigrants are often surprised
to learn ey ery state requires intants
to be placed in child seats. Many

come from countries with no such

targets Latinos
requirement. Even those that do
require seat belts, such as Ecuador
and Honduras, rarely enforce the
law, Rios said

Many new parents of all races
and ethnicities believe, wrongly,
that safety seats cost hundreds
of dollars, Rodriguez said. She
noted that a good safety seat can
be as little as $40

parents have safety seats, she

Even when

said, the vast majority use them
incorrectly

Rodriguez said her program ap-
peals to the importance of family in
Hispanic culture and uses tradi-
tional rhymes and riddles to help
parents remember to buckle chil-
dren in the back seat,

Group Mana Fights World Hunger

(AP)
Mexican rock group Mana will pro

I'he Grammy-winning

vide music and a little diplomacy on
their latest U.S. tour

T'he musicians were recently
named goodwill ambassadors for
the United Nation's Food and Ag
ricultural Organization and will do
nate $1 fromevery ticket sold on the
tour to the group

“Mana will help FAO’s message
to reach younger, active audiences
in Latin America, the United States
and Europe.” said FAO director
Jacques Diouf in a recorded state
ment at the group’s press confer
ence in Los Angeles

Mana’s lead singer, Fher Olvera,
called the appointment “a great
honor,” and lauded the organiza
tion not only for feeding people
around the world but for helping
communities create their own food

supplies.

Spanish On-

(AP)

Online has launched aservice forthe

lenes e-mail. America
burgeoning market of U.S. house
holds where Spanish is mostly or
exclusively spoken. In addition to
the familiar “you’ve gotmail” greet
ing. the AOL Latinoservice is wholly

The Mexican rock group Mana will he:‘p J'egif the hungry as

ambassadors.

he pop group, often referred to
as Latin America’s U2, also urged
record companies and stores to
lower the price of CDs so that fans
“wouldn’t be forced to buy bad

U.N.

quality, pirated copies.”

Mana’s “Revolucion de Amor,”
won a Latin Grammy this year for
best rock album by a duo or group
with vocal

[.ine Services Launched

in Spanish, down to the instructions

on installation CDs

I'he U.S. Hispanic population,
the country's largest minority
group, has grown over the past two
years at nearly four times the rate of

the overall population. Online in

BUSINESS

MEAT |
P

p

8238 N Denver Avenue, Portland, Or. 97217
Phone: (503) 289-5418

K5
©
4]
A
%
(4]

Electrical Contractors

Ed Wilson, President
503 775-5311

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Bonded + CCB #82102 « IBEW Local 48

Conversion of fuse boxes
to Circuit Breakers
are our specialty.

Give us a call today.

AMPERE ELECTRIC

7500 SE Division
Portland, OR 97206

'ﬁ"cooi Runnings Caft’ »

EAT

Caribbean & Cajun Cuisine

4110 NF Fremant 503-282-2118
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computer?
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i Crealvry of Optimal Performance Syyloms

No Computer or Unsure of what to do with your old

Call us! We build & repair computers and
laptops at a price YOU can afford!

503-997-1776
Email. nathaliecha@msn.com
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STATE FARM

INSURANCE COMPANIES

OFF.: (503) 286-1103
FAX: (503)286-1146

ILLINDIS

6527 NEMLK, Jr. Boulevard
Suite A
Portland, OR 97217

HOME OFFICES:BLOOMINGTON,

ERNEST J. HILL, JR.
Agent
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Veed a good Technician
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ASH
@ PROVEN PROS

THE

M

® e |
l mei Exhaust * Brakes

\ CAR CARE CENTER

Right Services, Right Price

Just Ask for R} an Silver - Manager

| Nationwide Lifetime Guarantees

Shocks * Diagnostics
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Portland Location:
206 N. Lombard St.
503-283-9170

formation outlets have responded.

Yahoo! Inc. already has a “Ya-
hoo! En Espanol” site with news,
maps and even greeting cards in
Spanish, while Microsoft Corp.’s
MSN has acquired the Spanish-
language Yupi portal

Agent

9045 SW Barbur, Suite 109
Portland, OR 97219
(503)221-3050
FAX:(503)227-8757

Michael E. Harper, Sr.

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
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STATEFARMINSURANCECOMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON,
ILLINOIS

Addie Mae McFarland
Adult Foster Home

2722 SE 120™ Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97266

503-761-2366
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Angelah Hill, RN
Registered Nurse) B.S

KEYSTONE
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ARVELL WILSON

1110 Northeast 122nd Avenue
Cell 503-320 9687 Phone

Email

Sulite 220, Portland, OR 97230
503-408- 1432

Arvellifqwest net

Fax: 503-408-1433

Execurive TRAVEL
CACCOMMODATING YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS***

SHIRLENE CARSON

)

PO. Box 30791

Posmano, OR 97294

Oreice anp Fax (503)289-4050
Tou Fees: 1-(800)422-7860
E-Ma exectraov@ool com

*Aur *Ran *Hom
*Cruise *Carn *Growe
“Pavment Puans are Avaiasice®
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