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Reps. Charles B. Range, D-N. Y. 
and Benjamin L. Cardin, D-Md., are 
calling on the Bush Administration 
and C ongress to take action to tight 
poverty in light o f  new Census 
B ureau data released Friday.

The report showed that the m e­
dian income level for American fami- 
lies dropped for the second year in 
a row last year, declining by $500 to 
$42,409.

C ensus figures also indicate that 
the percentage o f  Am ericans living 
in poverty increased from 11.3 per­
cent in 2000 to 12.1 percent in 2002. 
The total num ber o f  poor A m eri­
cans has grow n by 3 mil lion during 
the period.

Rep. Rangel, w ho is the leading 
D em ocrat on the Com m ittee on 
W ays and M eans said, “ Incom e is 
dow n and poverty is up for A m eri­

can families. The Bush Administra­
tion seems more interested in spend­
ing tens o f  billions o f  dollars to 
wage w ar in Iraq than in doing any­
thing to com bat poverty right here 
in America. We need a national strat­
egy to boost em ploym ent and re­
duce poverty and we are not get­
ting it from this adm inistration.”

Rep. Cardin, said “The Census 
num bers confirm  what many o f  us 
have already seen in our com m uni­
ties - in c reas in g  ha rd sh ip  for 
A m erica’s families. M iddle income 
families have to live on less, while 
poorer Am ericans are falling even 
deeper into poverty.”

“Under President C linton, pov­
erty declined for seven years in a 
row. Now  we see poverty rising 
again. The fam ilies affected by this 
trend have yet to see the helping

hand prom ised by so-called com ­
p ass iona te  conservatism . T hey 
need less talk and m ore action. An 
easy first step w ould be to provide 
tax re lief to the 6.5 m illion low -in­
com e fam ilies excluded from the 
last tax bill,” Cardin said.

“W e need to make fighting pov­
erty in A m erica a priority before it 
becom es even worse. I f  we can 
afford to occupy nations a h a lf  a 
w orld aw ay and pay billions to  re­
build there, how can we ignore the 
suffering ofw orking families in our 
own land? If  w e can afford to keep 
hundreds o f  billions in tax cuts for 
those who make more than $200,000 
a year, then how can w e turn a blind 
eye to those people w ho work hard 
but still can not keep their fam ilies 
from sliding deeper into poverty?” 
Rangel added.
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Predatory Lenders Prey on People of Color
Practice puts 
too many in 
horrific 
cycle of debt

bv J ulian Bond 
C ong ratu la tions to 

New York State A ttor­
ney General Eliot Spitzer for taking
a stand on sub-prime lending. Preda­
tory lending is an evil, deceptive

practice aimed primari ly 
at people o f  color.

Sub-prim e lenders 
prey on African-Ameri­
cans, the elderly and 
fem ale heads o f  house­
holds, charging astro­
nom ically high rates o f  
interest and imposing 
excessive fees and pen­

alties. This practice traps m illions 
o f  individuals in a horrific cycle o f  
debt-slavery.

The N A A C P  passed  re so lu ­
tions against p redato ry  lend ing  
in 2000 and 2002, and has even 
gone so  fa r as to  fo rb id  its units 
from  accep ting  donations from  
predatory lenders. I t is t im e fo ra l l  
v ic tim s o f  this p rac tice  and fo r 
those w ho are tru ly  concerned  
about econom ic em pow erm ent to 
dem and access to reasonab le  and 
hum ane lend ing  p rac tices  for all 
A m ericans.

I hope that o ther states will fol­

low New Y o rk 's  lead and pay m ore 
attention to econom ic d iscrim ina­
tion in the form o f  unfair, irrespon­
sible lending practices. This is also 
an opportune tim e for financial in­
stitutions and responsible lenders 
to w ake up and address the legiti­
mate credit needs o f  low incom e 
people.

Julian Bond, Chairman o f  the 
B oard o f  D irectors o fth e  N ational 
Association fo r  the A dvancem ent 
o f  C olored People
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To Portland with Love
E d ito r’s note: M eaux Craig, a  fo rm er  Portland resident, 

survived the terrorist attacks o f  the W ord Trade Center 
towers in N ew  York. His horrific and  heart w renching story  
was shared  with readers o f  The Portland O bserver a t the 
time. Now, on the two yea r  anniversary o f  that dreadful dav, 
his mother, D ee C raig-Arnold o f  northeast Portland, re­
ceived the fo llow ing  open letter to the com munity:

Y our love, concern and support have been greatly appre­
ciated. D uring the darkest hours o f  my life, I’ve felt the 
strength that was much needed. Y our unlimited em pathy has 
transform ed me into a pillar o f  strength I’ve never thought 
possible (w e ail have hidden stamina that must be nurtured).

It is my w ish that everyone in this world experiences the 
pow er o f  love. The motto I learned at Howard University is 
that “ Luck is w hen preparation m eets opportunity.” I guess 
with the likes o f  The C ity o f  Roses, I’ve been the luckiest!

As then a person o f  despair, uncertainty and excruciating 
mental and physical pain, now two years later I feel alm ost 
w hole again.

Oregon, lock up the love within your hearts and don’t lose 
the key. A lthough my heart belongs to Brooklyn, W ashing­
ton, D .C .and Portland equally, I think when it com es to love; 
you all won my heart hands down.

P. S. -  Please continue to open your hearts to those in need.
M eaux Craig

Public Power 
Proposal Troubling

The N orth/N ortheast Business A ssocia­
tion Board o f  D irectors has unanim ously 
voted to oppose the proposal to form a 
p e o p le ’s u tility  d is tric t in M ultnom ah 
County.

A PU D  w ill add an add itiona l burden  
and uncerta in ty  to  ou r a lready  troub led  
econom y. C ondem ning  ex is ting  pow er fa- 
c ilitie s  in M ultnom ah C oun ty  w ou ld  be a 
leng thy  and d isrup tive  p rocess, co sting  
m ore than  $1 b illion . F u rtherm ore , i t ’s 
u n k n o w n  how  c o s tly  o r  co m p lic a te d  
tran sitio n in g  from  estab lish ed  re liab le  
servers to  a PU D  w ould  be. A nd there  is no 
certa in ty  in w here a PU D  w ould receive its 
pow er and  at w hat cost.

O verall, our be lief is that the form ation o f  
the M ultnom ah County PUD puts residents 
and businesses at risk o f  higher rates and 
disruption in services.

Edwina Wasson, N orth/N ortheast Busi­
ness Association presiden t
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Attention
SENIORS

Safeway Senior 
Shuttle Service!
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Pork Shoulder 
Blade Roast
Or Pork Shoulder 
Country Style Ribs. Bone-in. 
Any size package.
SAVE up to $2.89 lb. on 2

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
Safeway Club Price

General Mills 
Cereal
9 to 12-oz. Selected varieties. 
Card price: $1.66 ea

SAVE up to $5.19 on 3

3.4
Safeway Club Price

a

Large Peaches 
or Nectarines
Washington grown.
Great for a fruit salad.
SAVE up to $1.11 lb.

Safeway Club Price

'  10-lb. Bag 
Russet Potatoes
Tasty baked, mashed or fried.

SAVE up to $2.02

ALL LIMITS ARE PER 
HOUSEHOLD PER DARNow the savings are in the Card!
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