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Fred Meyer Gives Expansion Green Light

An artist's rendering shows the design for a new two-story Fred Meyer store to replace the existing store at North Interstate Avenue and Lombard Street. Company officials say construction will begin 
in January with completion before the December2004 holidays.

Interstate store 
will be replaced 
with two-story 
structure
by M ichael L eighton 
T he Portland Observer

A fte r  months o f  speculation, 
Fred M eyer has decided it  w il l move 
ahead w ith  plans to replace a de
cades-old store at N orth  Interstate 
Avenue and Lom bard Street w ith  a 
brand new shopping center.

Company o ffic ia ls  say the exist
ing store w i l l  close in January fo l
low ing  the year-end holidays and 
re-open in  a new and expanded 
bu ild ing  before the year-end h o li
days o f  2004.

Rob Boley, Fred Meyer vice presi
dent o f  public relations, said cus
tomers are going to ha ve to make due 
during the estimated 10-month demo
lition  and construction period.

“ We could not figure  out a way 
to keep the store open and do the 
pro ject,”  B o ley said.

H owever, the reta iler does plan 
to operate its pharmacy from  a tem-

?  It s tough to close the store in the 
interim, but the reward for waiting will 
be worth it in terms o f a dramatic and 
beautiful new store
-RobBoley,spoke»personforFredMeyer j
porary site during the construction 
period.

“ I t ’ s tough to close the store in 
the in terim , but the reward fo r w a it
ing w i l l  be w orth  it  in  terms o f  a 
dram atic and beautifu l new store,”  
B o ley said.

Fred Meyer, a Portland institu
tion since 1923, first opened an out
let at Interstate and Lombard in 1953.

In recent years, local govern
ment o ffic ia ls  have urged the com 
pany to upgrade the Interstate store 
to  com plim ent the m ajor street

improvementss to Interstate A v 
enue where a new lig h t ra il mass 
transportation lin k  is scheduled to 
open next year.

Boley said Fred M eyer has com
m itted more than S18 m illio n  to  the 
project. The new bu ild in g  w i l l  pro
vide 150,000 square feet o f  retail 
space on tw o  levels, tha t’ s 30,000 
more square feet than the store 
curren tly  provides w ith  tw o sepa
rate build ings.

The p lans ca ll fo r  food, home 
im p rovem en t, garden, e lec tron 
ics and a pharm acy on the firs t 
leve l and apparel and shoes on

the second leve l. E leva to rs  and 
escalators w i l l  m ove shoppers 
between floors.

The tw o-story design is s im ila r 
to the Fred M eyer W ood V illage  
store, but i t  w il l  have a newer in te
r io r design, Boley said.

The reta iler is s t ill w o rk ing  on 
perm its to  vacate Montana Street 
where it  borders the Fred M eyer 
property to  give the expanded store 
and adjacent parking lo t a larger 
footprin t.

Boyer said p re lim inary approval 
fo r the street plans are “ looking  
good.”

Food Fuels Summer Fun Lents Asks for Input At Open House
The Blazers Boys and G irls  C lub 

is one o f  50 parks and com m unity  
centers throughout the c ity  that 
serves breakfasts and lunches dur
ing the summertime, to  kids in low - 
income neighborhoods.

The federal Summer Food Pro
gram is M ultnom ah C oun ty ’s too l 
fo r combating hunger this summer. 
Portland Public Schools is the b ig 
gest local sponsor to  th is program, 
funded through the U S D A .

“ W hen cafeterias close, Sum
m er Food meals are often m y stu
dents’ on ly  op tion,”  said K athy 
Jaffe, princ ipa l at ch ie f Joseph E l
ementary School.

T he  p ro g ra m  is  c u r re n t ly  
underutilized.

Summer Foods sites serve fewer 
than 25 percent o f  Oregon students

w ho get free and reduced price 
meals during the school year.

Meals at the Blazers Boys and 
G irls  C lub on Northeast M artin  
Luther K in g  Jr. Boulevard are from  
9 to 10 a.m. fo r breakfast and noon

Danielle Nicol, 
10, enjoys a 
free lunch at 
the Blazers 
Boys and Girls 
Club.

photo by Ron 
W ashington/ 
T he Portland 
Observer

to 1 p.m. fo r lunch. The BlazersClub 
is one o f  the few sites that also 
provides snacks, from  3 to 4 p.m.

For more information about Sum
mer Food locations, ca ll 1-800- 
SAFENET.

Food Stamp Use In Portland Rises Sharply
For the firs t tim e in the h istory o f  

the federal food stamp program, 
Oregon has more people receiving 
food-stamp benefits than liv in g  in 
poverty. B y  this measure, Oregon 
also has the nation ’s highest ratio

o f  food stamp recipients compared 
to those liv in g  below  the federal 
poverty level. The data is based on 
the 2000 Census.

“ T h is  re flec ts  O regon ’ s suc
cess in  rem o v in g  ba rrie rs  to  a

program  that prom otes a food  re
source fo r  fa m ilie s  and in d iv id u 
a ls ,”  said Ramona Fo ley, O regon 
D epartm ent o f  H um an Services 
assistant d ire c to r fo r  ch ild ren , 
adu lts and fam ilies .

Looking (or
^ e x c e l l e n t
parttlmejQB?

What Part-tim e job will pay you
up to $ 8 0 0 .0 0  p e r m o n th  fo r

only two days worth of work?

Excellent Educational Assistance Program:
• Student Loan Repayment Program (up to $20,000)
• Montgomery Gl Bill (up to $276.00 per month, tax free)
• Ask about our $350.00 per month (tax free) Incentive Kicker
• Ask about our $5,000.00 enlistment bonus

Openings Now Available 
In the Following Fields:
• Avionics
• General purpose mechanic & vehicle operations
• Computer maintenance & switching
• Information & inventory management
• Aircraft structural maintenance
• Engineering
• Water and waste plumbing specialist
• Security Police

The Portland D eve lopm ent 
Com m ission has scheduled tw o 
com m unity open houses in  the 
Lents com m unity  to  review  pro
posals for redevelopment o f  down
tow n Lents and a parcel o f  land

next to  the freeway. The open 
houses w i l l  be held at M arshall 
H igh  School, 3905 S.E. 91 st Ave., 
from  3 to 8 p.m. Thursday, June 26 
and 1 to  5 p.m. Saturday, June 28. 

Both the Lents T ow n Center and

Freeway Land sites have been iden
tif ie d  as having the best potentia l in  
Lents fo r  redevelopment. Lents 
com m unity members and PDC' staff 
w i l l  be on hand to  answer ques
tions.

T R I© M E T
Air Care
We can all 

breathe easier
Thanks to TriMet riders, we already 
breathe 4.2 tons less smog-producing 
pollution every day!

Here's what you can do this summer 
when pollution levels climb and cause 
Clean Air Action Day alerts;

• Ride TriMet.
• Drive less.
• Postpone using gas engines.
• Conserve electricity.
• Avoid using aerosols, oil-based 

paints and lighter fluid.

Plan your trip  at trimet.org

T R I© M E T
See where it takes you.

Contact your local Air National Guard Recruiter to determine elig ib ility
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