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Woman 
Dies from 
Spider Bite

(A P) The C lark County m edical 
exam iner’soffice reports the death o fa  25- 
year-old V ancouver wom an is likely re­
lated to a spider bite.

G retchen Ensign was hospitalized on 
M ay 20th and died on M ay 29th.

Ensign died o f  com plications from the

bite o f  what her m other Ju l ie ,  described as 
"just a regular house spider.”

Julie Ensign said she and her daughter 
w ere sensitive to  spider bites.

Deaths from spider bites are rare.
99 percent o f  insect-related deaths are 

due to bees and wasps.

Suspect Caught with 500 Credit Cards

Go from
'I went to the mall 
to "I got the mall."

Buy a $5 Mega Millions ticket 
Win a $25,000 shopping spree,
Mega Millions drawings are held Tuesdays and Fridays and proceeds stay in Washington

Buy whatever you want.

Overall odds ot Mega Millions are 1:43 Overall promotional odds of winning the $25,000 She 
Must be 18 to purchase or redeem Be a swart player. Know your limit Problertt

(A P) Police found m ore than ! They think they w ere taken from
500 stolen credit cards and check- Sw eet W aters  Jam  H ouse on
books inside the home of a bur- j Southeast Morrison Street — a
glary suspect in Southeast Port- I restaurant that was recently bur-
land. M > glarized.

O fficers arrested  31-year-o ld  '"*» IB *  In v e s t ig a to rs  b e lie v e  th a t
Tasha Nilsen after finding the evi- Nelson and others used the stolen
denee in her home. f j ,  credit card inform ation to order

They got a search w arrant and J  ’ ' ' large am ounts o f  property through
found stacks ofreeeip ts and checks the Internet,
that had been stolen from a nearby f Investigators are trying to track
restaurant. Tasha Nilsen dow n custom ers w ho m ay have

O fficers discovered  m ore than 500 stolen used a credit card at the restaurant betw een 
credit card num bers, checks and checkbooks. M arch2001 andJuly2OO2.

Reward Offered in SE Bank Robbery

M
Sketches from the FBI show two men and a woman wanted for robbing a southeast 
Portland bank.

The O regon FBI is offering up to $5,000 
rew ard for inform ation leading to the arrest o f  
those responsible for the April 9 robbery at the 
Bank o f  the W est, 8135 S.E. Division.

Three people entered the bank at about 9:50 
a.m. O ne person jum ped  up onto the counter and 
shouted that the bank was being robbed. At 
least one person had a handgun. There were 
approxim ately lO people,includingtw ocustom - 
ers, in the bank at the tim e o f  the robbery. No 
shots were fired and no one w as hurt.

The suspects are all A frican A m erican with 
m edium  com plexions, in their late 2 0 ’s to early

30’s, with average height and weight. One o f  the 
robbers was a  w om an, and she w as w earing a 
knit hat. All w ork dark clothing.

The robbers w ere seen leaving the bank in 
w hat turned out to be a stolen car. Portland 
Police O fficers responding to the scene were 
able to im m ediately determ ine that the car had 
been taken from  an apartm ent com plex a few 
m iles aw ay earlier in the m orning. The car was 
found abandoned a short tim e after the robbery 
at SE 76th and Lincoln.

Anyone with information about the robbery or 
suspects is asked tocall the FBI at 503-224-4181.

Tigard Burglary Suspect Wantediprea depend on the number of entries
ig Helpline. 1 800-547 6133.

Tigard Police, in cooperation 
with C rim e Stoppers, is asking for 
your help in locating and appre­
hending a Portland man on charges 
o f  burglary and m enacing,

Luke A lexisJordan isaccusedof 
a M ay 14 residential burglary on 
Southw est Ann Street where a man 
confronted a female victim. In addi­
tion, authorities want to question 
him in connection with an attempted 
prescription forgery that sam e day Luke Alexis Jordan

at W algreen’s on Southw est Pa­
cific Highway.

Jordan is a 27-year-o ld  white 
male, w ith ad a teo fb irth o fJan . 14, 
1976. He is five feet 10 inches tall 
and  w eighs 175 po u n d s w ith 
blonde hair and blue eyes.

Crime Stoppers, that leads to 
an arrest in this case, or any un­
solved felony crime, and you need 
not give your name. Call Crime 
Stoppers at 503-823-4357.

Medical Marijuana Leader Faces Prison
(A P) —  The founder o f  a Salem  resource 

center for m edical m arijuana patients w as con­
victed on drug charges M onday by a M arion 
County judge.

Robert G ray w as convicted  o f  possession, 
distribution and m anufactureofm arijuana. Gray, 
the founder o f  the M edical C annabis Resource 
C enter, elected to have Judge Joseph Ochoa 
hear the case instead o f  a  jury .

G ray will likely be sentenced to nearly 3 1/2 
years in jail, O choa said. Sentencing w as sched­

uled for Aug. 13.
Last M arch, police found 37 m arijuana plants 

at G ray 's  distribution center and over one pound 
o f  dried m arijuana at his home.

O reg o n ’s m edical m arijuana law allow s 
cardholding patients or designated caregivers 
to grow  as m any as seven plants o r possess up 
to  seven ounces o f  dried m arijuana.

G ray had contended he w as caregiver to five 
people besides him self, thus w as entitled to 
possess the larger am ount.

Portland Airport Screeners Fired
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The T ransportation Security A dm inistration 
has fired 25 federal screeners at Portland Inter­
national A irport since late last year.

The dism issals follow ed a variety o f  offenses, 
from  failing background checks to m aking up a 
security breach that forced the c losure o f  two 
concourses.

Another screener now faces term ination and 
potential criminal charges after he w as arrested in

late May and accused o f  taking $ 1,300 dollars in 
cash from a passenger’s purse at a  checkpoint.

T h e  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  S e c u r i ty  
A dm inistra tion’s w oes at the airport reflect 
criticism  the agency received nationwide. Back­
ground checks have not been com pleted on 
m ore than h a lf o f  its 52,000 screeners. A cross 
the country, the agency has fired one thousand 
200 screeners for failing background checks.

Man Dies Restrained in Jail Chair
(A P )— A m an arrested on charges o f  cri m i nal 

m isch ief and d isorderly  conduct died after he 
stopped breathing while he was restrained in a 
chair at the Marion County Jail in Salem, officials 
said.

John Joseph C ourchesne, 39, stopped breath­
ing shortly after 11:10 p.m. M ay 3 1 as deputies 
began booking him into the ja il. Sheriff Raul 
Ramirez said Friday.

At the tim e. C ourchesne was restrained in a 
chair that is used to  hold unruly inmates.

Param edics revived him  and he im m ediately 
w as taken to Salem  H ospital, w here he died 
about 4:40 p.m. Sunday. Ram irez said.

The sheriff called the w eeklong delay in re­
leasing new s o f  C ourchesne 's  death “an over­

sigh t" for w hich he accepted responsibility.
“T h ere 's  no hidden agenda," Ram irez said. 

"W e should have gotten the inform ation out 
earlier.”

An autopsy conducted  M onday was unable 
to determ ine the cause o f  death. M ore tests 
w ere p lanned and results w ere expected w ithin 
five weeks.

Salem pol ice arrested Courchesne about 10:30 
p.m .M ay31 fo rcausingad istu rbanceatam otel. 
He had been throw ing furniture out the window 
o f  his second-floor room , said Salem  police Lt. 
Bill Kohlmeyer.

“ He appeared em otionally  disturbed, saying 
people were w aiting in the parking lot for him, 
people w ere after him ,” K ohlm eyer said.
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