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EL OBSERVADOR

Angel Finds Medical Relief in Portland

Angel Coj Tajta) and his new friends at Provi
dence St. Vincent Medical Center, celebrated last

week after completing two of surgeries to repair

l'ajta)’s spine

lajtaj, 21, armved in Portland in April, from
Antigua, Guatemala, to correct the curvature of
his spine that would eventually kill him

curve, caused by spina bifida and severe scolio
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his lungs

With the help Transition Foundation, a non
profit Guatemalan disabilities association, and
the Portland Rotary Club, Tajta) underwent the

surgeries at St Vincent, where he had arib and six

disks removed in his back

All the medical services and surgeries were

donated

Angel returned to Guatemala earlier this week
with John Bell, the executive director of Transi

tions Foundation, who served as Angel’s guard

1an during his stay

Angel Coj Tajtaj, a 21-year-old
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from Antigue, Guatemala, is ’

Surrounded by his caregivers

at a celebration to thank F
those involved with his
surgery and recovery at
Providence St. Vincent
Medical Center
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Explorando el Columbia Slough Powell Offers Friendship
to Struggling Argentina

Area residents are invited
to join the Columbia Slough
Watershed Council at the
Whitaker Ponds Environmen
tal Learning Center in north-
east Portland for the second
annual Explorando EI Colum
bia Slough on Saturday from |
p.m.to 5 p.m.

I'he free festivities celebrate
the nature and history of the
Columbia Slough. Canoe trips,

music, bird watching, environ- cated at 7040 N.E. 47

mental games and displays, bi
lingual storytelling, face paint-
ing, refreshments and more are
planned

Guests will also receive a
Spanish recreation guide to the
Columbia Slough, which fea-
tures outdoor locales forbicycle
riding, walking, paddling, andpic
nicking within the Slough wa-
tershed

I'he Whitaker Ponds are lo
Avein

Portland, "4 mile northof Co

lumbia Boulevard. Free
shuttle buses to the event will
pick up at the Ortiz Center on
6736 N.E. Killingsworth,
Holy Cross Church at 5227
N. Bowdoin and at the
Rockwood Fred Meyer Park-
ing Lot in Gresham. Theevent
is also accessible by Tri Met
bus #75. For more informa-
tion, visit

www.columbiaslough.org
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“Local Call”

(AP)
Colin Powell is on a goodwill

Secretary of State

mission to Argentina, ready to
offer friendship to newly installed
President Nestor Kirchner and
hoping to put U.S.-Argentine re-
lations on a sounder footing.

Powell was flying to Buenos
Aires Tuesday after attending an
Organization of American States
foreign ministers meeting in
Santiago, Chile on Monday

A semor OAS official said there
was optimism that the U.S.-Ar-
gentine relations can prosper now
that President Bush has a new
team of economic advisers

On Monday, Powell chal
lenged the OAS to help the United
States find ways to “hasten the
inevitable democratic transition
in Cuba.”

I'he United States traditionally
has refrained from taking the
Cubaissuetothe OAS, but Powell
apparently feels that the political
climate in the hemisphere may be
ready for such an initiative fol-
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U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell speaks to the media in

£

Santiago, Chile, while attending the General Assembly of the

Organization of American States.

lowing Cuba's crackdown on
dissidents in March.

About 75 Cubans, including
independent journalists and di
rectors of independent libraries,
were corralled by Cuban authori-
ties and given |n||§1 prison sen-
frences

“How could we as a commu-

(AP photo)

nity of democracies fail to
speak out?” Powell asked at an
evening news conference last
Monday

Brazilian Foreign Minister
Celso Amorim disagreed, telling
reporters, “Itdoes not make sense
to discuss Cuba without Cuban
representatives being present.”
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A good lawn starts with a early prep.
Prepare your lawn for spring now!
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PRESCRIPTION EYEWEAR
LICENSED & CERTIFIED OPTICIAN

*Teresa, Owner & Stylist
*Deborah, Stylist
*Horace, Barber
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HAIR DESIGN 286-3758

WHERE THE HEALTH OF YOUR HAIR COMES FIRST!

222 N. Killingsworth
97217 (Vancouver)
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