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Remember the Peacemakers
Those committed to 
non-violent and civil 
rights deserve honors

by Bernice 
Powell J ackson 

This Memorial Day 
holiday took on new 
m eaning to the 160 
American families who 
lost loved ones in the 
war against Iraq. Sud­
denly for them, this was more than a holiday for 
barbecues and baseball. It’s appropriate that 
our nation honors those who have died in war 
for our freedom. But why do we only honor 
those who fought in wars for freedom, why 
don’t we also honor those who make peace for 
our freedom?

Ofcourse, there is Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and the day we have set aside to honor him. But 
what about those others who died for their 
commitment to non-violence and ci vil rights for 
all Americans? People like Michael Schwemer, 
Andrew Goodman and James Chaney who 
went to Neshoba County, Miss, in 1964 and 
who were killed for their voter registration work 
in the black community there. People like the 
Michigan housewife Viola Liuzzo who was 
killed in Lowndes County, Ala. for her civil 
rights work in 1965.

Or Jonathon Daniels, an Episcopal seminar­

ian who was killed in that same Alabama county 
in that same year. Daniels, a New Hampshire 
native, was shot dead trying to protect a young 
A frican American woman and friend after both 
had just been released from prison.

Where are the national monuments and mo­
ments o f  silent thanksgiving for all those who 
died who were incarcerated repeatedly, who 
were harassed and beaten because o f their 
non-violent work on behalf of the oppressed 
and disenfranchised in our own nation?

Or do we pause to remember the contribu­
tions o f Jean Donovan, a Catholic laywoman, 
and Dorothy Kazel.an Ursuline nun, and Maura 
Clarke and Ita Ford, both Mary knoll missionar­
ies, all o f  whom were working with the poor in 
El Salvador and were killed in 1980 by para­
militaries financed by the U.S.? Extraordinary 
women committed to peace for the poor in that 
war-tom land. When do we honor them?

Then there are the peacemakers like Amy 
Beale who made the ultimate sacrifice for her 
beliefs. Amy Beale was a Stanford University 
graduate, whose Fulbright scholarship took 
her to South Africa, where she was studying 
and working with those trying to put back 
together a nation tom asunder by decades o f 
apartheid. While driving in Capetown, her car 
was surrounded and she was beaten and 
stabbed by a group o f outsiders who did not 
know her or what she had done on behal f  o f that 
community.

And this year, when do we honor Rachel 
Corrie, the 23-year-old young American killed

by an Israeli Defense Force bulldozer driver as 
she stood non-violently in front o f the home of 
a Palestinian family? Even those whomight not 
agree with her position must acknowledge that 
she was a young woman committed to peace in 
one of the most violent places o f a war-tom 
world. As she stood there in an orange fluores­
cent vest, she practiced what all non-violent 
protestors have been taught to try to look at 
your attacker in the eye with love and find that 
person’s humanity.

Earlier this year, the W orld Council o f 
Churches issued a statem ent decrying the 
war in Iraq. In it. Dr. Konrad Raiser, the 
World Council’s general secretary, said, 
“ Wars cannot be won, only peace can.” Last 
December, on receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize, former President Jimmy Carter said, 
“war may be a necessary evil, but it is evil.” 
Yet we honor only war.

There is the Civil Rights Institute in Birming­
ham, Ala. which tells the story o f  not only the 
civil rights movement but also o f  human rights 
activists. There is the Civil Rights Museum in 
Memphis, Tenn. located at the old Lorraine 
Motel where Dr. King was killed. But as our 
nation discusses whether more war memorials 
should be built on the Mall in Washington, 
D.C., perhaps someone should raise the ques­
tion o f where is the monument to those who 
work for peace.

Bernice Powell Jackson is executive minis­
ter o f  the Justice and Witness Ministries fo r  the 
United Church o f  Christ.

Hunger is Old Story 
with a New Twist
Giving spirit is nourishment for 
the soul and those in need
by Bill Conyard

Look out your w indow  and p ick out a house. N ow  th ink  about 
w ho lives there and im agine that they ’ ve been la id  o f f  due to 

company dow nsizing. H ow  long could they survive w ithou t a 
paycheck? H ow  long could  you? It's a fr igh ten ing  thought, isn ’ t 
it? U nfortunate ly  i t ’ s a new rea lity  fo r thousands o f  Oregonians 
today.

Thursday, June 5 is N ational Hunger Awareness Day. It 
promises to raise awareness and stim ulate new donations to help 
end hunger in  Am erica. B orn out o f  a post Sept 11,2001 nation, 

last year’ s firs t National Hunger Awareness Day addressed the 
g row ing  number o f  people fa llin g  v ic tim  to the econom y’ s 
dow nward turn. In  add ition, budget cuts to the Oregon Depart­
ment o f  Human Resources were huge, hunger re lie f organiza­

tions had less food to g ive and charitable dollars were unava il­
able.

Even the Society o f  St. V incen t De Paul, successfully help ing 
the needy since 1833, has fe lt the crunch o f  the present rise in 

poverty. For example, in 2002 we gave $641,500 in d irect 
assistance and collected and d istributed over 954,000 pounds o f  
food to  a tota l o f  230,000 emergency contacts in six counties. 

M ost were the w o rk ing  poor o r homeless.
N o w  we are seeing many seeking assistance fo r  the firs t tim e 

- they never dreamed they w ou ld  be in th is position nor do they 
know  where to turn fo r help. O u r current resources a ren 't able 
to keep up the pace - some o f  those w ho donated before are the 

very ones in need now. B u t together we must fin d  help fo r  them 
and everyone in distress. W e must defend against increased 
homelessness and indigence. O ur hope is that N ational Hunger 

Awareness Day w il l  heighten our s ituation w ith  a renewed call 
to  action.

Look  again at the house next door and remember, today you 
and I m igh t en joy our stocked refrigerators and roofs over our 
heads, but ou r neighbors m ay not. A nd  fo r us, to m o rro w ’ s 

wealth is no longer certain. The on ly  certa inty is that a g iv ing  
sp irit is abundantly nourish ing fo r the soul and your help through 
donation and vo lunteering can f i l l  you r cup as w e ll as provide 
sustenance fo r those in need.

B il l  C onyard  is the executive d ire c to r o f  the Society o f  St. 
Vincent de Paul.
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Giving 
our best

Great Values With Safeway Club!
______,....................  p '

Attention
SENIORS

Safeway Senior 
Shuttle Service!

.  ~  i  Introducing 4 great new service for
\  n’’'9hboitxxxf senior citizens

J FREE grocery shopping ' shuttle 
service to your nearby Ainsworth 

A MLK Blvd Safeway Food & 
Drug TWICE a Month!

O n or around the 
4th and 15th of each month 

Tins Service is FREE to 
seniors age 60 and ovet 
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Visit Safeways 
Web site at

Available at 
Safeway:
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Mk
\  Whole Sliced 

' Pork Loin
Fresh. All natural with no 
added ingredients. Limit 2.
SAVE up to $1.61 lb.

Safeway Club Price

Boneless Pork 
Loin Sirloin Chops
Valu Pack. All natural.
SAVE up to $2.41 lb.

158
lb.

Safeway Club Price

CRYSTAL GEYSER
alpine spring water

Now the savings are in the Card!

Dark Sweet 
Cherries
Picked at their peak of flavor.
SAVE up to $3.22 lb.

Safeway Club Price

24-Pack Crystal 
Geyser Spring Water
5-liter Botti«

SAVE up to $3.81

388
Safeway Club Price

ALL LIMITS ARE PER I 
HOUSEHOLD PER DAY7
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