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‘Facing MeRRa’

Harris hopes to
turn hip-hop on its
head — literally

Internationally renowned hip
hop choreographer Rennie Har-
ris comes to Portland to show
case the work ofhis dance troupe,
Rennie Harms Puremovement, for
three performances of “I acing
Mekka" this
and Saturday

Hot off the trail

worldwide

Thursday, Friday

from the
Rome

success ot
and Jewels," his startling version
of Shakespeare's “Romeo and
Juliette,” Harris has created a
major work that returns to the
pure dance roots of hip-hop

Partly inspired by Harris” first
trip to West Africain 1997, “Fac-
ing Mekka” aims to show the
human commonalities found in
the marriage of movement and
music from different cultures
l'urning away from the violence
of “Rome and Jewels,” Harris
intends to demonstrate the posi-
tive energy of dance as a creative
and spiritual force

“Facing Mekka" will be aland-
scape of movement, rhythm,
sound and image that offers dance
as a vehicle for uniting people
and cultures.

I'he show features a cast of 13
dancers who are accompanied
by live percussionists and a re-

corded sound score. Original
vocal and musical compositions
will be performed by Grisha
Coleman, Phillip Hamilton, Kenny
Mohammed, Lenny Seidman and
Gabby Lang. Two collage artists
have created images that will be

projected on the floor and back-
drop of the stage to create a
multi-layered landscape

The highlight of the show will
beanew solo, entitled“Lorenzo’s
Oil,” performed by Harris him-
self. The solodepicts a journey in
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which Harris, traveling slowly
on a long diagonal, calmly and
serenely exec utes hip-hop move-
ments, With his dance, Harris
hopes to literally turn hip-hop on
the

attention away from the spec-

its head in order to draw

Rennie Harris' (right) “Facing
Mekka” will be performed this
weekend at Portland State
University's Lincoin Perfor-
mance Hall. The world-re-
nowned hip-hop choreographer
will perform his new solo
dance “Lorenzo’s Oil” each
night.

tacle of hip-hop culture to look at
what it really is — or what it could
and should be,

“Facing Mekka” will be per-
formed at the Portland State Uni-
versity Lincoln Performance Hall

at 8 p.m. Thursday, April -10

through Saturday, April 12. Tick-
ets are $24 for general admission
and $12 for college students and
seniors. Tickets can be purchased
atthe PSU Box Office, 1825 SW
Broadway, or by calling 503-
224-4400.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN I00O YEARS,
WATER IS FLOWING IN OREGON'’'S WALLA
WALLA RIVER BASIN YEAR ROUND.

This year over $24 million Lottery profits
will go to watershed enhancement projects
around the state. Like the River
Conservation project in Milton—Freewater,
where local farms needed so much water

RIVER CONSERVATION PROJECT MlLTON—FREiWATER, OREGON

for crops there wasn’t enough left in the
river for fish.

A Lottery-funded grant from the Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board helped
farmers solve the problem by conserving
water. An open irrigation ditch was enclosed
so the water in it wouldn’t evaporate or
seep into the ground, and wasteful flood
irrigation systems were replaced with
sprinklers. And the water that was saved
into the river for fish.

went back

Now, thanks to a spirit of cooperation and
a Lottery-funded grant, the Walla Walla
River runs in Oregon year round and there
is enough water for both farms and fish.

LOTTERY DOLLARS SUPPORT THE OREGON YOU LOVE

This year, over $24 million in Lottery profits will go to watershed enhancement and salmon habitat restoration.

Lottery dollars also support education, job creation, and state parks.




