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Portland Police, in cooperation
with Crime Stoppers, are asking
for help in identifying and appre
hending an armed robbery sus-
pect targets small businesses
such as tanning parlors, beauty
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ithers that traditionally cater to
temale chientele and often have a
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Man Wanted for Multiple Robberies

I'he suspect appears to be re
sponsible for more than a dozen
robberies over the past year. The
Beaverton Police, Gresham Police
and the Clackamas County Sheriff"s
Office have also taken similar rob
bery reports

I'he suspect usually enters a
business either just before it
closes or just after it opens. In all
robberies the suspect displays or
simulates a handgun.

lhe latest rnhht:r_\ occurred
on Wednesday, March 12 at ap
proximately 8:35 p.m. ata tanning
salon in the 200 block of North-
west 21st Avenue. In this case
there were two female employees
and the suspect disabled their

telephone

I'he suspect, who appears to
be in his mid to late 20s, is de
scribed as being either Hispanic,
with avery light complexion, or
possibly of Hispanic/Caucasian
mix. Heisroughly 5 foot 4 inches
to 5 foot 8 inches tall with a
“stocky” build and a noticeable
“beerbelly.”

Police say he has “almond-
shaped™ eyes and extremely
smooth looking skin that has been
described as almost “baby like,”

At the time of the latest rob
bery, he had scratches on the right
side of his face that the victims
described as so fresh they ap-

peared to still be bleeding.

HELP.

Crime stoppers is offering a cash reward of up to $1,000 for information, reported to Crime Stoppers,
which leads to an arrest in this case, or any unsolved felony crime. Call Crime Stoppers at 503-823-

Springfield Man Charged for Hate Crime
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\ man in Springfield
near Eugene was charged with a
hate crime for gesturing ata woman
wearing a turban

leffrey Marc Cohen,
28, was charged last week
with harassment after he
pulled up next to the
woman of Sikh faith on
Monday, approached her

ture, Police Chief

fingers and pretended to shoot

'had Buchanan
said, but the woman felt her appear-
ance precipitated the attack.

“Obviously, she was terrified,”
he said.

Kent Mortimore, chief deputy
district attorney, said bias crimes
are typically prosecuted as intimi-
dation, with sentences of up to 30

months. Y

“As soon as the Eugene police
department provides us with the |
details of the investigation, we're
going to see whether there’s
enough evidence to support a pros-
ecution,” Mortimore said. “Ifthere
1s, we'll go forit.”

car and pointed both in-

Honking for anything other
than an emergency is illegal

(AP)
port of an anti-war vigil across from City Hall

Four motorists who honked in sup-

were ticketed at least $77 apiece, police said
Under Oregon law, honking for anything other

than an emergency isillegal. Honking at the camp
1sconsidered “excessive noise,” said traffic Cmdr
Mike Garvey

Drivers Ticketed for Honking at Protesters

Outraged residents of the peace camp, a 14-
day-old vigil of lawn chairs, sleeping bags and
signs, said they see the ticketing as selective
enforcementofa law that almost everyone breaks.

Police haven’t ticketed motorists honking at
“support the troops™ and pro-war rallies, but that
doesn’t mean officers are taking sides, Garvey
said

Shortly after the media began inquiries about
the tickets, police ended the practice.

Court Upholds Cross Burning Ban

(AP)
that states can punish Ku Klux Klansmen and
others who set crosses afire, finding that a burn-

T'he Supreme Court ruled Monday

ng cross 1s an mmstrument of racial terror so
threatening that it overshadows free speech
concerns

I'he court voted 6-3 to uphold a 50-year-old
Virginia law making it a crime to burn a cross as

| anactofintimidation. A lowercourt had ruled the

law muzzled free speech

Justice Sandra Day O’ Connor, writing for the
majority, said the protections afforded by the
First Amendment “are not absolute” and do not
necessarily shield cross burners

Justice Clarence Thomas, the court’s only
black member and a law-and-order conservative
who frequently departs from civil rights ortho-
doxy, wrote separately that “those who hate
cannot terrorize and intimidate to make their
point.”

I'he ruling seemed at odds with past Supreme
Court decisions that protected the constitutional
speech rights of unsavory or unpopular groups
and causes, including flag burners, pornogra
phers and strippers, and people who use swasti-
kas or crosses in demonstrations.

“This is an emotional topic for everyone,” said
New York free speech lawyer Floyd Abrams,
noting the cross-burning ties to racist violence.
“The ruling is nonetheless a defeat for First
Amendment principles.™

Virginia Attorney General Jerry W. Kilgore
predicted the decision would prompt more states
to outlaw cross burning.

“A burning cross is a symbol like no other. It
doesn’t just say we don’t like you. The message
1s we are going to do you harm,” Kilgore said

Thomas grew up in then-segregated Georgia
During arguments in the case, he spoke of a century
of violence and terror at the hands of the Klan.
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