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City Contracts Wanted

continued A from Front

T'hese barriers prevent you

ses: and women and mnone. 17O SUbmitting a bid.
—~ RoyJay, African American Chamber of Commerce President
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Racial & Ethnic Approaches to Community Health

jram of the African American Health Coalition, Inc
by the CDC

enters for Disease Control and Preventior

sored

Wellness Within REACH: Mind, Body, and Soul
Activity Calendar

Thurs Fri

" Old School Alrican Dance
'.‘u mﬂ Dance 10:00-11:00am
T7 NE Knott 6:00-7000m | Add
Kenade wch
Sd“tim m, Water Aerobics Water Aerobics
. 200 - 3-00pm 200 - 300pm
5325 N wh l Han’iﬂn }WUN
' - Body Conditioning
Nature's Yoga
1:30-8:30 pm Y:30-10:30am
3535 NE 15th. |0 Rourke Nickerson
Penmsula Park. W dl;mu-uu Aerobics Aerabics
6:00-7:00 pm 730-8:30pm 9:00-10:000m
700 N Portland Nickerson Keller Keller
(Meel mside the
Liovd Center in Walking Group
Iront of Sears) 12:30 pm
Nickerson
Mallory Avenue Aerobics Aerobics Aerobics
urhﬁu {h[d 6:30-7-30pm 6:30-7:30pm 6:30-7:30pm
(Gym) Mickerson Nicherson Nickerson
126 NE Alberta

"*Must be 21 or older to participate. Please check with AAHC before showing up to the first class
503-413-1850. Please receive approval from your doctor before beginning exercise class
All classes are free of charge!

Y African American Health Coalition, Inc.
oA 2800 N. Vancouver A Suite 100 = Portland, OR 97227 = Phone: 503-413-1850
E-mail: kdempsey@aahc-portland.org * Web: www.aahc-portland.org
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_ @he Hortland Observer celebrates Black History Month

Portland police standby as school closes

east Portland

on Northeast 39th Avenue, the

drlapiaated condition

The Columbia Boulevard s

February 05, 2003

Tuesday at Whitaker-Lakeside Middle School in north
le was reactivated as a school last year when Whitaker

former John Adams High School, closed for good because of the

)f the ,"-.'..:.'q,‘.,rl_.l

Whitaker:

Concern Low, Security High

We didn't take it as seriously

as the media made it out to be.

Nell Simien, Parent Outreach Organizer

PHOTOS BY Dave Prec

Northeast middle
school locks
down in response

to death threats

By Wyspe Dyer

I'ne PorTiAaNp OBSERVER
Death threats found in graffiti on

a bathroom wall at a local middle

school were probably a cry for at

tention rather than a serious act of

inger, Whitaker Middle Schoo
othcialssaid
But the threats, which said 20

students and a teacher would die
on Jan. 30, did not keep the school
from going into lockdown by bring
ing in uniformed police, security
guards and parent chaperones

“Just because this was not of a
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Free HIV Testing

in NE Portland

Tuesday and Thursday Evenings
5:00-8:00 p.m.
(last check in at 7:30 p.m.)
NE Health Center
MLK Jr. Blvd. And NE Killingsworth

(Enter in rear door near Emerson, go to 2™ floor)

Se habla espaiiol los Martes

For more information on HIV gnd testing
Call the Oregon AIDS Hotline 1-800-777-AIDS

‘ Multmomah County Health Department

to Surveillance Data Inc,, your City has just been p
» about to hit. Be prepared. Stock up now. An

iratory illness - which means the WSt
m for weekly cold and flu updates i
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students back and
ns and bathrooms

to threatening

fiti at the school

Tk Por1TiAaNp OBSERVER

high level of concern does not mean
we are not going to implement a
high f security,” said

pal Tom Pickett
The threats

ith school

were investigated
staft and teams of

police investigators, but no leads

have turmed Ip on who wrote the

gratfiti in an eighth grade girl’s
restroom. Pickett said he has talked

to many ol his students and no one

seems to know who would have a
motive to make the threat

I'he kids are your eyes and voun

earsinasituation like this,” he said
I'he

that go on with all people and they

student body knows all things
are telling us they honestly don’t
know.”

I'his fact leads Pickett to believe
the culprit is a single girl with a low
level of angerand a high desire to get
attention. He said there 1s very little
anger between his students and not
much

Whitaker Middle School has a
bodv of

grades sixth l|]|n'||_‘_‘h

gang activity on ¢ umpus

student about 450 stu
dents 1n
eighth. Because of media hype sur
rounding the threats, Pickett said
attendance on Thursday was be
tween 60 and 65 percent
“Parents got concerned,” he said
']';'t';\;\' thought we had a danger
ous situation because the media
almost predicted that a huge crime
was about to happen. All the news

stations made the incident seem

vy L
>»Chool student
pl valls
gne
to counter any

hateful words or

thoughts

considerably larger than it is.”

But Parent Outreach Organizer
Nell Simien, who came with other
|‘-IF\'1” \I\}ll.l'l|L'i.'|\ o \.'l].l[‘t‘ll”l\'
students around on Thursday, said
most parents she knew did not take
it very seriously

“We came not because we were
scared, but because we care,”
Simien said

If the school does catch the per
sonresponsible for the threatening
writings, Pickett said they would be
dealt with as school rules dictate.

“The good 1|1I:|_'._' about school
discipline 1s that punishment al
ways comes with a set of helps,”
Pickettsaid. “The student will have
to deal with the consequences of
her actions, but we will do our best
to help make her into a more pro
ductive student. This is obviously
a very bright kid - the graffiti was
done in very good handwriting.”

Pickett said Thursday went
smoothly and that tension was low
Hall monitors were eating pizza
when the good news came
Whitakermoved up from last year's
low rating on the State Schools
Report Card to a satisfactory rat-
Also, 84 percent of Whitaker

teachers have committed to a three-

ing

year school reform program that
will allow the school to receive
supplemental funding

“I'd prefer to focus on the posi

tive things,” Pickett said
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