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Anti-Affirmative Action by Bush Tragic
A non-partisan consortium of six of the 

nation's leading civil rights legal organiza­
tions dedicated to affirmative action con­
demns President Bush’s decision to file an 
amicus curiae brief against the University 
of Michigan's race conscious admissions 
programs.

"On the anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s birthday, the president’s 
decision to attack affirmative action, the 
gateway to opportunity for many of the 
nation’s disadvantaged minority stu­
dents, is a sorrowful indicator that Dr. 
King’s dream remains unfulfilled. For 
more than a quarter century, affirmative

action has been a building block for 
programs that corrected past discrimi­
nation and promoted racial diversity and 
excellence in higher education,” a state­
ment from Americans fora FairC'hance 
said.

“It is surprising to see that a President 
who demands diversity in his Cabinet and 
who will likely seek to nominate the first 
Latino to the Supreme Court would attack 
the University of Michigan for desiring the 
same goals,” said AFC spokesman Antonia 
Hernandez.

"Affirmative action programs have 
played an essential role in opening oppor­

tunities for women and minorities to lake 
their rightful place in our society. The 
President's decision represents a disturb­
ing step backward in this nation’sjourney 
toward equal opportunity for all Ameri­
cans," said Marcia D. Greenberger, co­
president of the National Women’s Law- 
Center

"Bush's opposition tothe University of 
Michigan’s affirmative action program 
sends a tragic message to millions of Afri­
can Americans and Latinos who rely very 
heavily on education as an avenue to op­
portunity,” said Shirley J. Wilcher, AFC 
executive director.

Struggle for Justice Takes a Hit
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Julian Bond. chairman o f  the 
hoard oj directors for the NAACP. 
issued the following statement in 
response to President Bush 's oppo­
sition to the University o f  Michigan 's 
affirmative action program The 
constitutionality o f the program is 
now before the U.S. Supreme Court:

“As expected. President Bush has 
come down on the wrong side of the 
struggle over justice in higher edu­
cation. 'Racial prejudice,’ the presi­
dent said, 'is a reality,’ but at the 
same time he wants to end the most 
effective remedy against it.

The president characterized the 
University of Michigan's affirmative 
action program as a ’quota,' which it

failure to support justice.
Affirmative action is thejust spoils 

o f a righteous war, won at great cost 
and intended to heal division and end 
centuries ofdiserimination. Unfortu­
nately, this is one war the president 
does not think worth fighting.

The president complained that 
black applicants at Michigan were 
given 20 points toward admission, 
not because of ’life experience,’ he 
said, but because of race. But life 
experience in the 2 1 st century is de­
termined by race. Race colors all our 
lives.

Coming on the birthday of Martin 
Luther King Jr., this is a sad, sad gift 
and a poor way to honor his memory.
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is not. His use of the word ‘quota,’ 
with all its overtones of supposed 
preferences to allegedly unqualified 
persons, is an attempt to disguise his
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