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Illinois Governor Spars Lives of 156 Inmates
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FREEDOM
D IG N IT Y
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(AP) —  Calling the death pen­
alty process “as capricious and 
arbitrary as who gets hit by a bolt o f 
lightning," Gov. G eorge Ryan an­
nounced Saturday he was clearing 
Illinois* death row by comm uting 
the sentences o f all 156 inmates, a 
move unprecedented in scale in 
IL'S, history.

R yan 's action, ju s t two days 
before he leaves office, drew im m e­
diate angry reaction from prosecu­
tors, the incom ing governor and 
relatives o f  some o f  the victims.

Ryan said he sym pathized with 
the families o f the men, women and 
children who had been murdered, 
but he felt he had to  act.

“1 am not prepared to take the 
risk that we may execute an inno­
cent person,” he w rote in an over­
night letter to the v ictim s’ families 
warning them o f w hat he planned.

"O ur capital system  is haunted 
by the demon o f error —  error in 
determ ining guilt, and error in de­
term ining who am ong the guilty 
deserves to  die,” Ryan said. “What 
effect was race having? W hat ef-

feet w as poverty having?
"B ecause o f all these rea­

sons, today I am com m uting 
the sentences o f  all death row 
inm ates.”

Ryan had halted al I execu­
tions in the state nearly three 
years earlier alter courts found 
that 13 Illinois death row in­
mates had been wrongly con­
victed since capital punish­
ment resum ed in 1977 —  a

Our capital system is haunted by 
the demon o f error — error in 
determining guilt, and error in 
determining who among the guilty 
deserves to die, — Illinois Gov. G eorge Ryan 1

period when 12 other inm ates were 
executed.

He said studies conducted since 
that moratorium  was issued had

only raised more questions about 
the how the death penalty was im ­
posed. He cited problem s with tr i­
als, sentencing, the appeals pro-

Death row inmates 
Madison Hobley (clock­
wise from upper left), 
Stanley Howard, Leroy 
Orange and Aaron 
Patterson, were par­
doned Friday by Illinois 
Gov. George Ryan who 
said the men were 
tortured into confessing 
by Chicago police.

cess and the sta te’s “spectacular 
failure” to reform  the system.

“ Because the Illinois death pen­
alty system  is arbitrary and capri­
cious — and therefore im m oral— I 
no longer shall tinker w ith the m a­
chinery o f death ,” he said. «

All but three o f  the sentences 
w ill go to life in prison w ithout the 
possibility o f parole. c

The Republican governor an ­
nounced outright pardons for four 
o ther men on death row Friday.

He said those m en were tortured 
into confessing by C hicago police.
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Shooting Puts Deputy in Critical Condition

American 
Red Cross

(AP) —  A Clackamas County 
sheriff s deputy who was shot in the 
face last week remained in critical 
condition Monday after undergo­
ing surgery to reduce swelling in his 
brain, hospital officials said.

Sgt. Damon Coates underwent 
the surgery Saturday and was taking 
medication to prevent further swell­
ing, according to a nursing supervi­
sor.

Nick Teixeira, a Rex Putnam High

School freshman, allegedly shot 
Coates with a high-caliber handgun 
on Thursday as Coates and three 
partners tried to take him from his 
home for a mental evaluation.

Another officer returned fire, hit­
ting Teixeira in the chest.

Deputies arrested Teixeira on 
charges o f attempted aggravated 
murder and first-degree assault.

Teixeira was in fair condition Mon­
day at Doem becherChildren’s Hos­

pital. He was visited briefly 
Sunday morning by his par­
ents and grandparents, the 
first time he’s been allowed to 
see them since the shooting.

Teixeira requested to see 
them , said D etective Jim 
Stro vink, a Clackamas County 
sheriff s office spokesman. 
Teixeira is officially in police 
custody and is under police 
guard.
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It ’s often eas ier  
to pick out the  

vehicle . . .
Assault Suspect Saught
P ortland  P o lice, in coopera tion  

w ith C rim e S toppers, are asking for 
your help in locating  and apprehend­
ing Sang T hanh  N guyen. A felony 
arrest w arrant, charging Nguyen with 
A ssault in the F irst D egree, is on file 
in M ultnom ah C ounty . The w arrant 
s te m s  fro m  an in c id e n t w h ere  
N guyen  and  h is b ro ther, w ho is al-

S a n g  Thanh N guyen  ready in custody , reported ly  beat a 

know n acquain tance , causing  the

97204

For an answ er you can trust,
le t your cred it union help!

victim  severe brain and head traum a.
S ang  T h an h  N g u y en  is  a 25- 

y e a r o ld  A sian  m ale  w ith  a da te  o f  
b ir th  o f  Jan . 14, 1977. N g u y en  is
5 ’2” ta ll and w eighs approx im ate ly  
110 po u n d s . N g u y en  m ay  be s ta y ­
ing  in  S o u th e a s t, o r  d e e p  S o u th ­
e a s t P o rtla n d , b u t h is  p a re n ts  liv e  
in  N o rth e a s t P o rtla n d  an d  it  is 
b e lie v e d  he h as b een  c o m in g  and  
g o in g  from  th e re .

W I L L A M E T T E
Federal Credit Union
21 51 N.W. Front Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97209 
(503) 299 4539 (888) 900 8559

www willamettefcu.com

Serving all who live, work, worship or attend school in the
Portland communities ol Arbor l odge, Boise, Bridgeton, Buckman north ol'S.E 
Hawthorne, < athedral Park, China Town, Concordia west o l'N .E. 33rd Avenue, 
Concordia University, Downtown Portland, l ast Columbia, Goose Hollow, 
Humboldt. Irvington west ol NT 17th Avenue, Kerns, King west o f N.E. 24th 
Avenue, Laurelhurst west ol'N.E. 32nd Avenue, Northwest Portland, Northwest 
Industrial Portland, Old Town, Overlook, Pearl District, Piedmont, Portland 
Community College-Cascade Campus, Portland Slate University, Portsmouth, Sabin 
west o f N.E. 24th Avenue, St. Johns, Sullivan's Gulch west o f N.E. 20th Avenue, 
Sunnyside west o f N.E. 20th Avenue, University o f Portland, University Park, 
Vernon, and Woodlawn. .

Crime Stoppers is offering a cash reward o f up to $1,000for information, reported to Crime Stoppers, 
that leads to an arrest in this case, or any unsolved felony crime, any you need not give your name. Call 
Crime Stoppers at 503-823-HELP.

Police Seek 
New Evidence 
Against Cramer

(A P) —  D etectives seeking 
c lues in the k illing  o f  an 18-year- 
o ld  w om an  have ended  th e ir 
search  o f  K elley  Point P ark  and 
asked fo r public help  in find ing  a 
g reen “A rm y ty p e” duffel bag

safety matters
Stay, live wire. Stay!

Live p o w er lines a lm ost a lw ays slay  on 
p o w er po les w here  they  belong, de livering  
the p o w er w e  d ep en d  u p o n  an d  expect. But 
som etim es th e  w eather, trees o r accidents 
in terfe re  an d  knock them  dow n . T h a t's  
w hen  it g e ts d angerous . A d o w n ed  line 
can look harm less , b u t it can  still be a live 
w ire  -  pow erfu l en o u g h  to  kill an d  even 
energ ize  th e  g ro u n d  a ro u n d  it. P lease 
re m em b er th e se  w o rd s  o f cau tion :
■ N ever touch o r go near a fallen pow er line.
■ D o no t touch  an y th in g  on  w hich th e  w ire  

is resting.
■ U se ex trem e cau tion  And exp lain  the 

d a n g e r  to  y o u r children .
■ If you  see a d o w n ed  line, call us 

im m ediately , and  w e 'll take  care of it.
O r call 911.

Your safety  m atte rs  to us.

For a copy of our safety booklet, 
Electricity 101, call 1-800-791-6093.

#  PACIFIC POWER
Making it happen.

that cou ld  con ta in  ev idence .
P o lice  said  the bag  lik e ly  w as 

th r o w n  in to  th e  C o lu m b ia  
S lo u g h  and  c a rr ie d  in to  e ith e r  
th e  C o lu m b ia  R iv e r  o r  th e  
W illam ette  R iver.

C assondra  B row n, the d au g h ­
ter o f  a P ort o f  P ortland  police 
o fficer, has been m issing  since 
Jan. 5. Po lice  have a rrested  her 
fo rm er b o y friend , 18 -year-o ld  
B en jam in  K arl C ra m e r , an d  
charged him  w ith  m urder.

“W e believe the bag con ta ins 
ev idence in the in v es tig a tio n ,” 
said Sgt. Brian Schm autz, a police 
sp o k e sm a n , w ho d e c lin e d  to  
e lab o ra te .”

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY

HabiCar Program

THE CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT YOU DONATE 

CAN HELP US BUILD 
AN OREGON FAMILY’S

HOME.
Habitat for Humanity builds simple, 
oecent homes for families in need. 
Your vehicle donation will generate 
construction funds we'll use right 
here in Oregon. Call now to arrange 
fast, free  pickup. Y our kind, 
tax-deductible donation is greatly 
appreciated.
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