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Services Take Cut
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ence is there is no funding stream,” Uherbelau said.
Officials at Tualatin Valley Centers, the private non-
profit provider who acquired CCMH in March of this year,

disagree with the county on the contract language And
they are curious as to why the county would fund
Cascadia’s center at 43" and Division to provide 24-hour
services and still require other providers to offer crisis care
without any funding

“The way the funding is set up and the contract is
worded, we have a responsibility to our clients when they
are in crisis,” said Joe Hromco, director of clinical opera-
tions for Tualatin Valley Centers. “But people who are not .
our clients are not our responsibility and we are supposed
to send them to the southeast center. By doing this we lose i :
our community connection and what was a walk-in clinic e ; O LAY
becomes a bus-to clinic.” ' .

Mary Monnat, CEO for Tualatin Valley Centers said ki i
she would do whatever she can to keep her clinics in - ' : t ts
compliance with the county contract. But she has her Ota I effec
concerns with the new design configuration. Cascadia
competes with Tualatin Valley Centers and Monnat

wonders how patients will be assigned to outpatient
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will they distribute them evenly amongst other I .

[\l-.-'-.llit‘r'\ 4 '

Marc Schorr, director of communications for Cascadia,
said in his nine-years of clinical experience he has never
seen any shortage of clients. He said Cascadia already
handles 80 percent of all Oregon Health Plan clients and
he would be glad to personally take down the names of any
other providers who would be interested in receiving
referrals from the crisis center

“Public mental health care is not like private practice,”
Schorr said. “For us it's more about getting out resources
than hogging clients.”

At the heart of the matter, Monnat said her main
concern is for the people of the north and northeast
neighborhoods who have come to depend on CCMH
for its services. She worries that instead of going to 43"
and Division, they may go to Legacy Emanuel Hospital
instead. Monnat has plans to hire an employee to do
outreach for CCMH. If the clinic must turn people away
when they are in crisis, she hopes the outreach pro-
gram will get them hooked into services before acrisis
occurs. And if there is an emergency situation, Monnat
hopes people will get to 43™ and Division.

The county says they will provide bus tickets and
transportation vouchers,” Monnat said. “But the ques-
tion remains, will they travel? We hope they will. We'reall
in it together. We just want to make sure nobody slips

through the cracks.”




