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Obo Addy's drumming (above) has blossomed into a career in African music and dance.

Northeast 
Portland 
resident Obo 
Addy (left) has 
been perform­
ing traditional 
Ghanaian 
music in 
Portland and 
around the 
world for 25 
years.

PHOTOS BY 

David P i eghi? 
T he Portland 
O bserver

Music and dance is life blood for west African native

College of Oriental 
Medicine Open House
Members o f the public can at­
tend a celebration for Oriental 
Medicine Day and receive infor­
mation about acupuncture. O ri­
ental therapeutic massage, C hi­
nese herbal medicine and Orien­
tal meditative exercise. Super­
vised by licensed practitioners, 
OCOM  interns will provide free 
sample treatments to the public 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Thurs­
day, Oct. 24. The school is lo­
cated at 10525 SE Cherry Blos­
som Drive.

Community Reading Fair
Partners in Vocational Opportu­
nities Training ( PI V O T ) will host 
a book fair on Friday, Oct. 25 from 
1:30p.m. to3:30p.m. at 2508 NE 
Everett. The public is asked to 
bring a new or used book to the 
book drive. All books collected 
will be donated to the Books for 
Kids project, which gives books 
to less fortunate children and 
teenager through O regon’s so­
cial service programs.

Make a Difference Day
In celebration o f the 12th anni­
versary o f M ake a Difference 
Day, a food drive will be help 
from 10a.m. to 2 p .m .o n  Satur­
day, Oct. 26 at the Salvation 
Army Moore St. location at 5325 
N. W illiams Ave. All donations 
will benefit the O regon Food 
Bank, local shelters and group 
homes. For more inform ation 
call 503-209-3890.

Portland Farmer’s Market
Celebrate H alloween at Port­
land Farm ers M arket’s “Great 
Pumpkin Event” on Saturday, 
Oct. 26, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. This 
e v e n t c o in c id e s  w ith  the  
m arket’s final day o f the 2002 
season and features free pum p­
kins, on-site carving lessons, a 
chef demonstration and a pum p­
kin pancake breakfast. A H al­
loween parade starts at 11 a.m. 
Call 503-241-0032.

Hip-Hop Music Forum
M em bers o f  the Portland State 
U niversity Black Cultural A f­
fairs Board and Just Fam ily 
Records will host a public fo­
rum  to discuss issues o f racism  
and violence in the Portland 
club scene and other hip-hop 
issues. City officials, police and 
state adm inistration will be in 
attendance. A panel discus­
sion on Sunday, Oct. 27 begins 
at 5 p.m. in the multicultural 
room o f the Smith Center at PSU. 
For more inform ation call 503- 
921-2809.

Explore Truths,
Myths about Bats
W ashington State University 
fa c u lty  m e m b e r  C h r is t in e  
Portfors will present a free pub­
lic lecture called "Bats are Good 
G uys” on M onday, Oct. 28 at 
WSU Vancouver, located 14204 
NE Salmon Creek Ave in the 
S tudent Services B u ild ing 's  
lecture hall. The lecture begins 
at 7 p.m. and fam ilies are en ­
couraged to bring their children. 
For more inform ation, contact 
Portfors at 503-546-9434.

Treat on Alberta Street
Children and families are invited 
to attend T rick or Treat on 
Alberta Street on Halloween. 
Bring a bag for safe treats and 
join a costum e parade to  visit 
stores from 4 p .m . to 6 p. m . The 
parade will end in costume con­
test at 7 p.m held in the parking 
lot at the Starry Rose Cafe. C os­
tume contest w inners will be 
awarded with gift certificates to 
Alberta businesses

by David P lf.chl
T he Portland O bserver

Obo Addy grew up in a small village 
outside the coastal capital o f Accra, Ghana. 
The little country on the west coast o f Africa 
has long been a place o f feverish music and 
dance, traditions held dear within A ddy 's 
family.

His mother, he says, was a beautiful singer. 
His father was called W onche, which roughly 
translates to Father o f the Spirits.

“My father was a m edicine m an," Addy 
said. “He performed his spiritual ceremonies 
with drumming. 1 was raised around drums, 
that’s where I came from .”

School Finds Success in Reading
Volunteers work with teachers to raise reading test scores

P ortland M ayor V era Katz was at C h ief 
Joseph  E lem entary  School Friday to  ce l­
ebrate  the jo in t effo rts  o f  school p erson ­
nel and literacy  vo lun teers w ho have 
w orked to  s ign ifican tly  raise reading test 
scores at the north P ortland  school.

O ver the past four years. C h ief Joseph 
read ing  test scores have im proved m ore 
than 15 percen t w ith alm ost 90 percen t o f 
students now  read ing  at o r above grade 
level.

“The tu to rs m ake a trem endous d iffe r­
ence,” said  C h ief Joseph  P rincipal K athy 
Jaffe. “T heir p resence says to a child  that 
som eone cares and that read ing  is really  
im p o rtan t.” V olunteers at C h ief Joseph 
spend one hour a w eek read ing  w ith a 
child  th rough  the S M A R T  (S tart M aking 
a R eaderT oday) program .

R esearch show s tha t ch ild ren  are m ost 
likely  to  reach  the ir po ten tia l as readers if 
they have early  experiences w ith books in 
safe, consisten t, caring  surroundings with 
adults. A study by the Eugene Research 
Institu te  show s also  that SM A R T s tu ­
dents con tinue to  do b e tte r in school for 
years a fte r th e y 'v e  fin ished  w orking w ith 
a tu tor.

In add ition  to  SM A R T, M ultnom ah 
C ounty  schools also  o ffe r vo lun teer o p ­
po rtun ities th rough the O A SIS  tu to ring  
program  (for volunteers aged 50+) and the 
M ultnom ah C ounty  L ib ra ry ’s B ooks 2 U 
program.

T h e e f fo r t to  a t tra c t l ite ra c y  v o lu n ­
te e rs  is sp e a rh ea d ed  by the C o m m is ­
sion  on C h ild re n , F am ilies  and C o m m u ­
n ity  o f  M u ltn o m ah  C o u n ty  an d  the 
L e a d e r’s R o u n d tab le  - a g ro u p  o f  top

And that is how Addy learned - by w atch­
ing, then trying the rhythm s himself. W ords 
were largely irrelevant, the message and the 
key were contained in the drumming

“W e don’t like questions much,” Addy 
said, “If you watch properly, you don ’ t have 
to ask questions.”

Addy calls it warrior music. It is high- 
powered drumming. The power o f A ddy's 
drum m ing lifts you. His music goes beyond 
the immediate. It gallops from the past into 
the present and on into the future.

On the small “talking drum " A ddy’s fin­
gers generate rolling sounds, like m urm ur­
ing creeks, his fingers jum ping and tapping

Portland Mayor Vera Katz gets immersed in a reading assign­
ment with Chief Joseph Elementary students Joey Cullen (left) 
and Olivia Sinks. “Children reading well by 3fd grade sets the 
stage for them to success in the rest o f their education and the
rest o f their lives," Katz said.
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e x e c u tiv e s  from  p riv a te  and p u b lic  o r ­
g an iza tio n s  in c lu d in g  B oeing , P ortland  
G eneral E lectric, Flex Car, Legacy Health 
S y s te m s , th e  C ity  o f  P o r tla n d  and

like tiny dancers.
A ddy 's music carries from the simple to 

the complex. Som etim es it is immeasurably 
fast, then slower. A lways there is a rhythm, 
the song takes twists and turns and stretches 
on like a journey.

Addy loves to recount the songs o f Ghana 
which range from the satirical to the sad but 
many o f the songs he plays now are his own 
com positions.

W hen you listen to A ddy’s music you 
feel he is teaching you something. The rapid 
pace of his drum m ing tempers but never 
fades.

“The word tired does not exist in the

M ultnom ah  C o u n ty .
T o  learn about vo lun teering , call the

C om m ission on C hildren , Fam ilies and 
Com munity at 503-988-4383.

drum m ing language,” Addy said.
He plays a Xylophone type instrument 

called a Jiri made of aged woods, leather, and 
spider webs pasted over holes in gourds 
that make the instrument sound "kazoo­
like.”

The traditional sounds o f Ghana have 
carried Addy and members of his family all 
over the world. In 1972, he went to London 
to  play. In 1973, he toured the United States 
with his five brothers performing traditional 
music and dance. He has spent years play­
ing in Europe and he has toured Australia

continued on page B3

Firehouse 
Roasts Roy Jay

The In tersta te  F irehouse C ultural 
C en te r fu n d ra ise r, “T he F irehouse 
R oasts Roy Jay ,” will be held Tuesday, 
Oct. 29 from  7 p.m. to 10p.m. at 5340 N. 
In terstate Ave.

Roy Jay is the executive director o f the 
African American Chamber of Commerce 
and this event celebrates this popular 
entrepreneur's accomplishments and fea­
tures compl imentary champagne, Oregon 
wines, coffee and great desserts.

C orporate  sponsors fo r the benefit 
are Safew ay, A lbina Com m unity Bank, 
B ullivant H ouser and B ailey and Eli 
L illy and Co.

Local dignitaries on the attendance 
roster include Jim  Francesconi, Dan 
Saltzman. IFCC FounderCharles Jordan, 
Serena Cruz, JoAnn Bowman. Susan 
Hagmier, Avel Gordley, V era Pool and 
Maria Rojo DeSteffey.

The IFCC is a non-profit, community- 
based perform ing and visual arts center 
in partnership with Portland Parks and 
Recreation.

IF C C  s mission is to create an environ­
ment in which people of every ethnic and 
cultural background can come together 
as artists and audience to  explore, pre­
serve, and honor their diversity.
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