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Upwardly mobile Bac Nguyen has moved her
Wok n' Roll restaurant down the street to meet
a higher standard

What had been a popular Oriental fast food
operation in the old Holladay Market building
moved last month into the old Cadillac Café
quarters at 918 N.E. Broadway. The restaurant
offers authentic Vietnamese dishes, plus some
Chinese and Thai specialties, from 11 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., and 5 to 9 p.m. daily. The restaurant
will also offer beer and wine for the first time.

“We certainly hope it will be a success,” says
Edison Sweet, Wok n' Roll founder and Nguyen’s
partner in the operation. He will handle the
business aspects of the operation while Nguyen
handles the food.

Born and raised in a coastal city in Vietnam,
Nguyen emigrated to Indonesia in 1981. “I was
seeking a better life,” she told The Portland
Observer. “Life in Vietnam was a little hard. I
didn’t have much freedom.”

During her four months in a refugee camp in
Indonesia, “I had a lot of fun,” she said. Nguyen
also had her first business venture there, selling
fruit and vegetables in a small market.

Moving to Portland, she studied English and
worked as an assistant chef before opening her
first restaurant, Thai Binh, located at Northeast
79" and Glisan St., in 1989. She sold it two years
later, and dropped out of the labor market for two
years when she had her first child.

Nguyen went back to work in 1992 when Bee
opened Wok n' Roll, and later bought the restau-
rant from him in 1996.

“My biggest problem was being a woman and
taking care of the restaurant,” she says. “I had
to be the chef, the cashier, make deliveries and
take care of my (three) children all by myself. As
awoman, | have this responsibility; my husband
wasn’t around.” The couple had divorced in
1995. Nguyen also had difficulty in communicat-
ing in English with her customers, and often
relied on her children to translate for her.

“She’s just wonderful,” Bee says of Nguyen.
“I've helped her ever since she came over. It’s
been a great experience.”
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Edison Bee (left), of Wok n' Roll Asian Bistro, with employee Quange Le, outside Bee's recently opened restaurant at 914 N.E.
Broadway, featuring a delicious menu of Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese cuisine.
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BUSINESS directory

LICENSED, BONDED 24 HOUR JEREMY HICKMAN
& INSURED EMERGENCY SALES & SERVICE
CCB107426 SERVICE

HEATING & AIR INC.

Amenican
Standard

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

(503) 636-5371

FAX (503) 655-4669
6565 Lowry Drive, West Linn, OR 97208

MARY KAY-INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT

*/ Protessional Skin Care
* Sharon

Maxwell-Hendricks

Call today for your complimentary facial or make-over!

VM/ Pager
503-955-0703

ervices!

wwww.smaxivellhendricksdmarykay.com

g Mark Robb
Corps Secretary

Administration
e St (503) 493-3925 ext. 11
Fax:
MoorE (503) 493-3929
STREHI‘ Email:
mark robb@usw.salvationarmy.org

Worhip Leher
2

5325 N. Williams Avenue * Portland, Oregon 97217

Remodel / Repair Services
Tool & Garden Sheds * Dry Rot Repair
Decks * Porches * Fences * Ceramic Tile
Installation « Cedar Planters
We can finance labor charges VISA + Mastercard Accepted

Call: 503-624-5089

Ron Beck Enterprises
CCB#118803 + Bonded * Insured

DOUBLE J TIRE CENTER
NEW ¢ USED *« NEW CAPS
i Taxes, Mounting & Balancing Included
J FULLY GUARANTEED

“NOW WITH 2 LOCATIONS”

6841 NE. M.LK. JR. BLVD. 4510 S.E. 52ND & HOLGATE
PORTLAND, OREGON 97211 PORTLAND, OR 97206
(503) 283-9437 (503) 771-1834

HOURS - MON. THRU FRI. 9 TO 8- SAT 9TO 4

AFFORDABLE

JJ

LOCK
& KEY

FULL LOCKSMITH - SERVICE
RE-KEY AND INSTALL LOCKS
LOCKED OUT?-WE MAKE KEYS FROM SCRATCH
HOUSE, OFFICE OR CAR

Two Locations:
Portland 503-284-9582
Oregon City 503-656-2116

Serving Portland/Metro area (N, NE, SE, SW & NW)

OFF.: (503) 286-1103
STATE FARM FAX: (503)286-1146

INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOME OFFICES:BLOOMINGTON,
ILLINOIS

ERNEST J. HILL, JR.
Agent
6527 NEMLK, Jr. Boulevard
Sulte A
Portland, OR 97217

Ed Wilson
503 775-5311

7500 SE Division
Portland, OR 97206
Fax: 503 775-5334

Bonded * Insured
State Centified
CCB #a2102

Electrical Contracting

NEED AN ATTORNEY?
[Low Cost LEGAL PLANS

Been overcharged for a Repair or Moving Traffic Tickets?
Tried To Return A Defective Product? No Will?

DISCOVER REAL SAVINGS:
Free Will, Unlimited Phone Calls, Document Review, Letters
Written For You, Traffic Tickets, IRS Audit and More.
Retain your own attorney for $26/mo or less!

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harold Miller Jr.

503-288-3150

Millerandsonsone @ aol.com
www.prepaidlegal.com/go/haroldmiller

Herbal szt S
Amazing Results In One Relaxing Hourl
ep In Touch

Mind Body Soul

Shebo House Of Elegance
Body Balance 3508 NE Morfin Luther King Blvd-Ste M
OsteoProCare Discower Whale Food with Liquid Mutrition

DOMONIQUE'S ./

HAIR DESIGN 286-3758

222 N. Killingsworth
*Teresa, Owner & Stylist 97217 (Vancouver)
*Deborah, Stylist
*Horace, Barber

WHERE THE HEALTH OF YOUR HAIR COMES FIRST!
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