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Columbia Villa Resurrection

continued A from Front

Villa will be ottered a spot amot

the 2,800 other public ho
units 1n Multnomah county. Se
tion 8 vouchers will also be otfered
1S an alternat
n. Sur s went d to do
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Ipon compietion of the project
Oncerelocation begins, Keatin
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1-one attention from mobilit
counselors and relocation service
coordinators. Staff will fully ex
plain all options available; help

with transportation to view other
housing sites; complete paperwork
and make sure residents know the
pros and cons of public and subsi

Keating said all

moving expenses will be paid for

dized housing

and if residents are physically un
able to pack their boxes, someone

will be prov ided to assist

“We are really giving 1t a per
sonal touch,” Keating said. “We
want too know in our hearts that
these [k‘l\{‘h'\lh' making a well in
formed decision, and once the

Uhaul is packed up and the kids are

we plan to tollow up on
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their progress for the next four
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WHAT'S UNDERGROUND
IS BAD

Some residents don’t under

stand the need for such an exten
ive rebuild since Columbia Villa

leled a decade

was recently rem
1igo. Housing ur

with weatherproof windows, fresh

1ts were outfitted

siding and new metal roots

said Darnell

‘I don’t get 1t

CGiraves, a resident for 16 years
“They just built them all back up
nice, and now they’re going to tear
them down.’

But Keating said the most re
cent renovations were less about
cosmetic updates and more about
the health and safety concerns of
residents. The building 's 60-year
old wood siding was painted with
lead-based paint. Many units had
asbestos problems and the older
windows were less energy efficient
[t simply wasn’t fair to let people
live like that, Keating said

Now it seems major infrastruc
ture problems necessitate the
demolition of the entire Villa, he
added. Even though the Housing

Authority does everything it can

to make the units livable, residents
complain ofrats and insect infesta
tions. Because of old sewer and
water lines, a clogged up toilet in
one home can back up the entire
main line

“We've had to buy our own
back-hoe,” Keating said. “What's
underground is bad. [ts all these
things that you don’t see that are

in constant need of repair.”

A GREATVISION

Neighbors outside the Villas
are conflicted about the upcom-
ing changes. Some fear that
greater population density in
side the Villa will affect surround
ing crime statistics and lead to
traffic problems on already nar-
row streets. Others are opposed
to adding more rentals in an area
where halfthe residents are rent-
ers already

lonka Martin lives across the
street from the West end of the
Villa. She isn’texcited about the
demolition and doesn’t plan on
staying in the neighborhood
once the construction begins

“I'm not going to be here once
the mess starts,” Martin said. “At
ter everybody starts moving, I'm

leaving too.”

l

Erma Badon is apprehensive about being relocated while the Villa undergoes reconstruction but

has enjoyed her four years there. “I think it's good, " she said, “ I'll probably move back.”
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African Americans are dying
at higher rates than whites from

smoking related diseas

Every vear about

45,000
African

imericans

(ﬁ({/ﬁ‘um

smoking related

diseases.

Prevention works. It's never too
late to qUIt. Ask your doctor about smoking

related diseases today.

Phone:

African American Health Coalition, Inc.
2800 N. Vancouver Avenue-Suite 100
Portland, Oregon 97227
503-413-1850
www.aahc-portland.org

[t's our right.
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Loretta Taylor and son, Marcel, 10, are comfortable with the reconstruction project for the Colum

%

bia Villa. Taylor is considering buying a home in the Villa once the project is completed. She thinks
the plan for renovation is fong overdue. “Finally,” she said. “It took forever.”
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Martin said she has always

enjoyed the cultural diversity of

Columbia Villa. Her three chil-
dren are exposed to black, white,
Asian and Indian lifestyles each
day when they play in a grassy
expanse centered between a
handful of units. Her daughter
traditional

once witnessed a

Fthinman waddinoe

physically, emotionally and eco
nomically,” Keating said. “We
aren’t going to save the world, but
there is a great vision behind this
plan.”

T'he Housing Authority has
Mithun
Inc. and Robertson Merryman

selected Seattle-based

Barnes, Architects, of Portland
trn laad a daciao

n taam that unll mot

‘ I'm not going to be here once

the mess starts. After everybody

starts moving, I'm leaving too.

lonka Martin, Columbia Villa resident i

“She was just amazed,” Mar-
tin said, “it’s a unique place.”

Keating wants to emphasize
that the revitalization of the Vil-
las has nothing to do with any
need to restructure the demo-
graphics of the community. He
thinks the residents have always
had a strong sense of unity and
with the new design, that com-
munity will be better integrated
into the surrounding Portsmouth
neighborhood.

“These people are isolated -

the p|'.m into action. A response
from a community advisory com-
mittee and feedback from resi-
dent surveys will be used to fi-
nalize the drafts. The preliminary
plans for redesign feature single-
family homes, duplex units, two
and three story townhouses in-
termingled among parkblocks.

Shelley Marchesi, Director of

Communications for HAP, de-
clined to release the plans to the
press.

“Its too soon to be specific,”

Marchesi said. “Lets just say we
are really building a neighbor
h\HH.I.“

T'he central focus of the new
design will be atown square fea-
turing some small retail estab-
lishments, offices for community
service providers, a youth cen-
ter and possibly aresidential care
facility for the elderly. Marchesi
said some members of the com-
munity harbor a misconception
that the town square may turn
into a strip mall. Keating assures
that this is not the case.

“It's going to be a place to get
help with homework and a latte at
the same time,” he said. “Resi-
dents will be able to get some
stamps and a gallon of milk but
also, working parents can take
ESL classes or get on a computer
and seek help looking for better

jobs.”

Marchesi also hopes to con-
vince Tri-Met to connect a shuttle
fromthe Villato the new Interstate
Max line.

As for those roads that go n
circles, they will be torn up when
the housing is torn down

David Plechl contributed to this
article

Alliance Promotes Year Round Leadership Training

continued M from Front
run by Oregon Outreach, Inc., an
organization that began providing
job training and job placement to
kids in north and northeast Port-
land in 1988.

The school is accredited through

the Northwest Association of

Schools and Colleges. Students

who have previously dropped out
of school, or who are not succeed-
ing inatraditional school are gradu-
ating from McCoy Academy with
high school diplomas. Through a
federal grant, McCoy,provides stu-
dents the opportunity to learn job
skills by engaging in job shadow-
ing, intemnships and job placement

in local businesses. Students can
also earn high school and college
creditsimultaneously by enrolling
in Portland Community College.

Students who graduate from
McCoy have been provided a well
rounded education and are pre-
pared for work, as well as post-
secondary education.

SCHOQLASTIC PLASTIC

Giving credit to our schools.

At Albina Community
| Bank, we're dedicated to
helping our community.
It's why we're in business.
And we're always looking
for new ways to make a
difference.
| I'hat’s why we've
teamed up with VISA® to
offer the Scholastic Plastic
card. It's designed to give
extra support to arts .lmi
athletics programs in
Portland high schools.
When you use your
Scholastic Plastic VISA®

card, we'll either donate 1%

|
|
|
|
|
‘ of your purchases to local pro-

Northeast Portland high
schools, or to the Portland

Public Schools Foundation.

help our community.

grams in our five North and

[he Scholastic Plastic VISA®
card. A way for us to help you ...

| SCHOLASTIC PLASTIC

Albina Community Bank

For the location nearest you;
(503) 287-7537 » www.albinabank.com
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