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Vassar Byrd,
marketing
director for the
Patton Home,
talks about the
najor financial
0sses that
iused the
facility to change
from a residential
care racility to
one serving low
ncome ‘w'.”)_:."t‘
idults
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Patton Home Change Brings Uncertainty

continued A from Front

been placed in other facilities, Byrd
will begin filling the vacant rooms
with low-income adults. Most of
the new residents will be routed to
Patton Home through transition

projects like homeless advocacy
groups and substance abuse treat
ment programs

Humboldt areaneighbors aren’t
sure what to think of the change
Byrd said a house across the street
hung a sign that said, “*Save Patton

Home.” At a recent community

meeting, some neighbors ex
pressed concern that the facility
was closing permanently. Others
thought it was becoming an alco
hol and drug treatment facility

Byrdsaid she tried tocalmneigh
Alcohol

ics Anonymous meetings will be

bors as best as she could

held every Thursday, but the Patton
Home will only admit residents with
at least 30 days of sobriety. Under
current criteria, residents are al
lowed to drink in their rooms and
have at times become drunk and
disorderly on the front lawn. No
overnight visitors will be allowed,
and Byrd does not expect the new

residents to add to neighborhood
CTImTK

“These people are clean and
sober and they need a place to
live she said. “This could be
their first step towards indepen
dence.”

As for the current residents of
Patton Home, 40 of 57 have been
relocated to other facilities and 17
who do not require nursing care
‘~\I”LL‘L‘[‘|}1L‘H' rooms

Some are happy to go and oth
ers are more than pleased to stay.

“I'm leaving just as fast as |
can,” said Herman Stevenson, who

has been a resident for a year and

African Americans are
dymg at higher rates than whites
from preventable diseases.

Americans are twice
likely as white Americans
to die from a stroke,...
and one and a half times
as likely to die from a

heart attack.

In Oregon African
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Prevention works. Get screened.
Ask your doctor about cardiovascular disease today.

It's our right.

Phone

African American Health Coalition, Inc.
2800 N. Vancouver Avenue-Suite 100
Portland, Oregon 97227

503-413-1850
www.aahc-portland.org

six months. “Its hell in here.”
Stevenson tells of a time when
fire trucks

three times a day every day be

were parked outside

cause ot llll.'li'\ .il cemergencics
Another time he said a fellow resi
dent was hit over the head by an
un-medicated, mentally disturbed
man from down the hall. One ofhis
friends was dead for two \l.I_\\ be

fore anybody found the body,
Stevenson said. More than any

thing, he just wants an apartment
of his own. In a room he describes
as ‘too small,” his belongings are
half packed and all that hangs on
the bare walls is a poster of the twin

towers and two American flags

“Iwanted to leave those up ur tal
September 11™,” Stevenson said
“But now 1t’s time to go. You su
focate in here.”

Phyllis Harden couldn’t have
been happier when she was told
she could stay. She loves the
neighborhood. Her bank 1s around
the corner and the library is justup
the street. She grows ‘wonderful
tomatoes’ in the garden and en
joys all the staff at Patton Home
l'hey affectionately call her the
‘Queen Bee.’

“I've loved 1t in here,” Hardin

said. “l don’t ever want to move

Residents Jerry Howell and
Bruce Parker echo her opinion of
Patton Home

Howell, a wheelchair bound
recovering drug addict, and

Parker, who describes himself as
1 Y\
(¢ | [}

sed with a learning dis-

ability, will both get to stay

with their pets

New residents
will not be allowed pet privileges,
but Howell will be able to keep
his cat ‘Baby’ and Parker can
keep his medical companion, a
dog named ‘Ally.’

Byrd hopes the first of Patton’s
new residents will begintomove in
lhursday or Friday of this week

Primary Care Manager Hired

Carol Jones-Williams has
been named manager for pri-
mary care services at Kaiser
Permanente health care facili-
ties in north Portland

Jones-Williams was an as-
sistant hospital administrator
and operations manager fora
306-bed Kaiser Permanente
hospital in Los Angeles.

She has also been director
ofhealth services for the pub-
lic school system in Culver

City, Calif. and worked in a
number of public and private
health care settings in Califor-
nia.

She holds amaster’s degree
in public administration from
California State University and
acertificate in health care pro-
grams from the University of
Southern California.

A Beaverton resident, she
and her husband have a son

and daughter.

Woman Survives Yellow Jackets Attack

(AP) When Renelle
Lethlean of Vancouver saw
yellow jackets streaming from
ahole inthe vaulted ceilingof
herhome, she figured the best
way to stop them was to get
outsome caulking

Badidea.

She stood on a window
ledge trying to plug the hole,
andachunk of sheetrock from
theceiling gave way. A swarm
ofthe angry wasps fell, circled

Free Community Forum

Providence St, Vincent
Medical Center

Souther Auditorium
9155 SW Barnes Road

Forum Speakers

Tony Furnary, M.D.
Cardiothoracic surgeon

Stephen Bookin, M.D.
Endocrinologist

Free onsite parking.
Free shuttle from
Sunset Transit Center.

Reservations requested,
but not required.
Please call 503-216-6595.

Thursday, Sept. 19+ 7 p.m.

her head and then made its
way down her leftarm.

She scrambled down a lad-
der and ran outside, where
neighbors soaked her with a
hoseandbegan pulling yellow

jackets offher head, legs, arms

and back.

“They followed me like a
black cloud,”said Lethlean, 40
“Icould feel them sting, pull out
andsting, overandover.”

Her doctors stopped count

ing the stings when they gotto
205

Now three weeks after the
Aug. 28 attack, Lethlean,acleri-
calworkerat AdventistMedical
Center in Portland, is walking
again——albeitwithalimp. And
her doctors say that if she gets
stungagain, itcouldbe fatal; they
havehercarryinganemergency
shotofepinephrine.

“I have anew appreciation
for people in pain,” she said.

Reducing Heart Surgery Risks

for Diabetic Patients
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paticnts have diabetes, but they also face greater

risks from heart surgery. Now, Providence Heart

Institute cxperts have made dramatic breakthroughs

i redu ng those risks, Our forum will feature
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