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Fear Erodes Civil Rights

We Need War Aainst AIDS

Terrorism
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By SaLin BOOKER,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
AFRICA ACTION

Whether measured by num
berskilled ornations wounded,
by economies upended or
families crushed, the AIDS
pandemic is amuch deadlier
global threat than that posed
by terrorist groups. Butalmost
no one draws the logical con-
clusion: The war on AIDS is
more important than
the war on terror-
IS,

Even though
Congress 1s cur-
rently considering
increasing annual
U.S. funding for
combating AIDS
globally, withatotal
that could possibly
reach$1.2billion, it

still is not nearly

enough.
U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi

Annan has called for
$10billioninannual
global AIDS fund-
ing. Advocates say
that the United
States should pro-
vide at least one-

fourth of this total,

or $2.5 billion per year. This
price tag is modest compared
withthe sums quickly appropri-
ated in response to Sept. 11.
AIDS is now acknowledged
as the worst plague human-
kind has every faced. The new
U.N. estimates for 2001 are
chilling: 3 millionmore dead, 5
million more HIV infections,

40 million people now living

with HIV/AIDS -28 millionof

! Years from now,
people will ask about
AIDS, as with the
Holocaust or the
Rwandan genocide: How
could they have known —

them in Africa. Since the start

and failed to act?

—Salih Booker, executive
director of Africa Action.

ofthe infection, 22 millionlives
have been lost worldwide,
more than 17 millionofthesein
Africa.

Years fromnow, people will
ask about AIDS, as with the
Holocaust or the Rwandan
genocide, “How could they
have known — and failed to
act? The reason 1s not know-
ing whattodo. The main ele-
ments have been agreed on:
Prevention measures, like

condoms and safe-sex educa-
tion, are essential. Women
must have the rightand power
tocontrol their sexual choices.
Treatment, including access to
antiretrovirals, must be avail-
able to provide hope for sur-
vival and an incentive to be
tested. Health systems must
be given the capacity to fight
back by treating diseases and
by blocking HIV transmission
from mothers to newborns.

Whatis lacking is the money
tocarry out these efforts, notes
U.N. Special Envoy Stephen
Lewis.

“Wehave, all over the (Af-
rican) continent, individual r
projects and programs that are
successful and the frustration -
liesinour inability totake them
toscale,” Lewis said. “(Lack
of dollars) is the single most
inhibiting factor.”

Most of the dying are in
Africaand therefore invisible
outside thatcontinent. Evenif
moved by Africa’s tragedy,
the average American often
assumes it is someone else’s
responsibility.

Strong U.S. leadership in
funding the global war against
AIDS could turn the tide. We
need aworld waragainst AIDS.
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