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Bush to Welfare Recipients:

Drop Out

BY MATTHEW ROTHCHILD

Lostin the flood of big news stories
Iraq, the financial scandal, Israel and Pal-
estine, fast track—was a little gem from
George W. on the subject of welfare re-
form.

Speaking in Charleston, South Caro
lina, on July 29, Bush castigated Senate
Democrats for trying to take some of the
nastier edges off of his welfare bill.

“Underthe way they rekind of writing it
right now, out of the Senate Finance Com
mittee, some people could spend their
entire five years—there’s a five-year work
requirement—on welfare, going to col-

lege,” Bush saidtoapplause.“Now, that’s

of School

not my view of helping people become
independent. Andit’s certainly notmy view
of understanding the importance of work
and helping people achieve the dignity nec-
essary sothey can live afree life, free from
governmentcontrol.”

A highereducationdoesn’thelp people
become independent or achieve dignity?

Bush would rather force poor women
intoany low-paying job than have them get
acollege degree.

This iscompassionate conservatism from
our Education President?

Matthew Rothschild writes for the
Progressive Media Project to bring di-

versity to America’s opinion pages

Mediation Figures Wrong

[ want to correct several quotes and fig-
ures attributed tome inastory entitled “Me-
diation Program Labeled Too Expensive,”
whichappearedin yourJuly 18issue.

[ was misquoted as follows: “Portland is
driving a big, fat, gas-guzzling Cadillac
whileeveryoneelseisdriving Toyotas.”

You should know that I did notuse the
word “fat.”

A second mistake is far more serious
and has caused some people to question
statistical methods used by this office.

Lee Perlman wrote: “Last year,
Portland’s program cost $372,000,
handled 575 cases and " successfully’ me-
diated 216 of them. This comes to a cost
of about $1,700 a resolved case, com-
pared to $500 elsewhere, Lannon said.”

While the first sentence is fine, the sec-
ond one implies that $500 is the costofa
“successfully resolved case” inothercities.

[ did not give Lee any such statistic, and
in fact, took pains to pointout how difficult
it is to quantify “successful” in different
mediation programs. In fact, I carefully
cautioned himtosimply use “‘cost percase”
rather than “cost per successful case.” |
also provided him with a printed page of
statistics toavoid gross errors like thisone.
Nowhere on the page | provided him will
you find a statistic regarding the average
costper successful case in other programs.
Thisdistinction is more than technical.

While the Portland program is indeed
considerably more expensive to operate
than most other programs in the country,
itis certainly noton the order of magni-
tude suggested by the Mr. Perlman’s
article.

--Thomas Lannom, Fiscal and Ad-
ministrative Manager, Office of Neigh-
borhood Involvement

Some banks charge you
for cancelled checks even if
you have free checking.

So where's the free?

It's at Washington Mutual. Where free checking means exactly that. There's no fee for
return of your cancelled checks. No required minimum balance. No mandatory direct deposit. No

hidden fees and service charges. Free access to tellers and customer service telephone lines. Free
24/7 access to your account at our ATM's. Even a free VISA check card. So if you've been wondering '
where's the free in your so-called “free” checking account, come to Washington Mutual. We're where \

it's at. For the location nearest to you call 1-800-788-7000

Washington Mutual Where free checking really means free.

FDIC Insured

H. & B. Too

NOW OPEN
Oregon’s Oldest Licensed Pawnshop

4709 N.E. Martin Luther King Blvd.
2 blocks south of Alberta

Weekdays til 6 p.m. — Saturdays til 4 p.m.
Free Parking — State Controlled Rates — Se Habla Espaiol
www.hbloan.com

Oregon Family Business for over 50 years

Stop in at your earliest convenience
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