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Bdttle t()r Educational Equallty Persists: Pioneering teacher shares views on education crisis

The Portl [ Ob
rver is proud to pub
lish the | ! !
er [l re re Jl

educator Ellen Law, a

toneer in Portland's

I

black community. Her

parents moved the fam

. to Oregon from

N phens Ark. in 1924 .
Lan ked in the Ellen Law
NI /

and vice principal of Portland

public schools throughout her

career. She retired in 1980 and
still lives in northeast Portland
She graduated from the University
of Oregon in 1941. She is also a
survivor of the Vanport Flood
Our correspondent, Yugen
Fardan Rashad, sat down with
Law to share her opinions about
education and the challenges of
work and college
\.llﬂl'll: Please share the chal
lenges of your college years
Law: At that time (1936), tuition
was $32 a quarter! The college
would award $54 per year for schol

BY BERNICE
Powerl

| JACKSON

[ first became aware of the high
costsof drugs inthe U.S. about 10
years ago when | went with a
triend who livesin San Diegotofill
apenicillin prescription across the
border. She came out of the phar-
macy with a whole bottle of medi
cine for$11, when just afew miles
away she would have received
only a few pills for the same
amount. Today, my community in
(hio, like many others near either
the Mexican or Canadian borders,
sponsors bus trips for seniors and
the disabled to go and buy their
medicine for a fraction of the cost
they would pay here. When our
elders can’t afford the medicine

MNEW FOR
SEMNIORS OMNLY.
Safeway Senior
Shuttle Service!

SENIORS

Introducing a great new service for
| our neighborhood senior citizens.
FREE grocery shopping “shuttle
service” 1o your nearby Ainsworth
A& MLK Bivd Safeway Food & Drug
and Renaissance Market TWICE a
Month! On or around the 3rd and
15th of each month. This Service is
iRH to seniors age ¢ 60 and over

WILL NOT BE PERMITTED on the

LOONK FOR OUR SPECIAL
MAZ TRANSPORTATION" TROLLEY SERVICE
SCHEDULE FLYER AT YOUR MLN BLVD
SAFEWAY ard RENAISSANCE MARNET FOR
COMPLETE DETAILS!
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FOOD A DRUG
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Mformation Coll
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Visit Safeway's Available at
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www.safeway.com
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arshipsor 318 per quar
ter. Today that wouldn't
even pay forone course!

Yugen: My good
ness!

Law: | had to pay
room and board, trans
portation, and attend
school. There was very
little money (o start
school with. While on
campus, | had a job un
der the government-sponsored
program National Y outh Authonty
where | made 35 cents an hour!
And... there was a limited amount
of hours you could work

Yugen: That is hard to imagine
by today’s standards. In addition
to the scholarships and earmed
wages, were your parents able to
assist you financially?

Law: My parents lived in La
Grande, Ore. My father couldn’t
help out much because he was a
section laborer for the railroad and
my mother was a homemaker. She
did take in a little money washing
and roning clothes for one or two

they need in the wealthiest nation
in the world, we must recognize
that something is deeply wrong
and then do something about it.

T'he debate is going on right
now in Congress, with both Demo
crats and Republicans unable to
come to agreement on the best
way todeal with this tsunami wave
which threatens to engulf many
families inour nation. Under Medi
care legislation passed in 1965,
senior citizens receive doctor’s
services and hospital care. But
prescription drugs, the fastest
growing health care expenditure,
are not covered and 38 percent of
seniors have no drug coverage at
all and must bear the entire cost of
their own prescriptions. Many of
those without coverage are the

customers. During my third year of
colle ge, I stayed on campus and
worked for a white L-rllplx‘ I lived
with them in their home and took
care of their child. [ took time out
fromcollege tocare of my illmother
I also did domestic work, because
during those years it was hard for
blacks to get a job as a clerk in an
office, or secure an elevator (opera
tor) job. I took maid jobs in the West
Hills (Portland) during the summer

Yugen: Talk about your first
teaching job

Law: | decided to go to the li
brary to find out where the black
colleges and high schools were. |
wrote letters to various schools,
applying for a job. I spent a lot of
money applying, partly because
my father always told me he wanted
me to go. Then I heard from Venice
College in Greensboro, N.C. They
took me solely on my record and the
reputation of the U of O. The school
was an all women college, sup
ported by the African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Yugen: Arethere any parallels

WITNESS FOR JUSTICE

Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired

poorest and the oldest, clearly the
most vulnerable. The Bush ad
ministration has put in place a
program to provide some of these
seniors the opportunity to join
drug-purchasing plans, but most
seniors have not found that they
saved much actual money under
these plans. A band-aid approach
just won't work.

Only if we let our senators,
congresspersons and pu‘\]dcnl
know our outrage will anything
As the late civil rights
activist Fannie Lou Hamer once

change.

said, our elders are sick and tired
of being sick and tired.

Bernice Powell Jackson is
executive minister of the United
Church of Christ Justice and
Witness Ministries.

you'd like to draw regarding the Yugen: | know you’re familiar with and for some reason the black prin-

cipal was never up to merit com-
pared to the white principal. We
had to fight to get up there, now

state of education !1‘.\-” and now? the Crisis Education Team and their

Law: There are alotofsubtitles; roll with the school district over the

achievement gap of black and poor

a lot of these Thlll_:'\ have gone

underground. When | was going to students we 're fighting to stay because many

school it was very obvious, and Law: There's always been agi blacks have been moved out of

tation, and I mean that inakind way, those positions. Atone time, every

high school had either ablack prin-

now you run into roadblocks but
about the progress of us blacks

Yugen: Talk about your dad’s Way back in the
influence on you Race and Education Study, It was

you still have to work around them
70s, they had the  cipleorvice principal. I bet there are
only two black principals or vice
principals working in the high

Law: One thing I see lacking in brought about as aresult of dissen

today’sclimate isthere isn’tenough sion in the black community re schools today

parental support for the child, and  garding the school board. The re In elementary schools we had a
lot of black principals, male and
female. I'mtoldthat today, the num-
ber has dwindled. Now you can’t
tell me that every black principal is

inferiortoawhite principal. The law

the school. My father didn’t go any sult was the same as today - changes
need to occur within the education
system. Back then, | don’t think

there were as many demonstrations

further then the sixth or seventh
grade. It was my dad’s theory that
if youdon'tdowell “I'm first going
toblame you,andthenI'llblamethe  as today, but there were a lot of
questions and agitation about the  of averages says there has to be
more equal than unequal. They’ve
attended the same colleges and

teacherifl findoutit’snotyou”. He
progress of the black children.
We didn’t have as many blacks

stressed behaving in school. He
I know if you're acting
up, you can't get it”. When he
looked at the report card he would

would say,**
in the teaching professionaswedo  been exposed to the same educa-
today. There was alsoadifferential tion, and most are graduates of
colleges here. So what happened?

These things bother me.

scold me, then go talk to with the inthe pay between black and white

teacher principals. They were paidon merit

FREE CHECKING - as good as it gets

No monthly
maintenance fee!

No minimum balance!

Earns a dividend!
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OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT AND START SAVING MONEY TODAY

Serving all who live, work, worship or attend school g
in the Portland communities of Arbor Lodge, Boise, Bndgeton, Buckman |
north of Hawthome, Cathedral Park, China Town, Concordia west of 33
Avenue, Concordia University, Downtown Portland, East Columbia, Goose
Hollow, Humboldt, Irvington, Kerns, King, Northwest Portland, Northwest
Industrial Portland, Old Town, Overlook, Pearl District, Piedmont, Portland
Community College-Cascade Campus, Portland State University, Ports
mouth, Sabin, St. Johns, Sullivan's Gulch, University of Portland,

University Park, Vernon, and Woodlawn

Your savings federally insured to $100,000
by the National Credit Union Administration

e — a U. §. Government Agency

WILLAMETTE

Federal Credit Union

2151 N.W. Front Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97209

(503) 299-4539 (888) 900-8559

Seedless Red or
Green Grapes

California grown

Valu Pack. Broil or grill.
SAVE up to $2.80 Ib.
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# Safeway Club Price

12-Pack
Safeway SELECT
Soft Drinks

12-0z Cans. Assorted Regular,
Diet and Caffeine Free varieties
Plus Deposit in Oregon. Limit 4
SAVE up to $4.44 on 4

'y

Safeway Club Price

Ripe and ready to eat
SAVE up to $1.11 Ib.

88

Safeway Club Price

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon Steak

Farm raised. Grill or Broil.
SAVE up to $2.50 Ib.
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