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Astor Middle School custodian Dar ars protective
clothing as he prepares to “punch” a boiler. The
process that keeps soot out of the ventilation system is vital
to students ' health.
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Strong agrees and adds, “The
district is not putting the safety
of the kids first.”

PHC admits it would need to
train its employees in the opera
tion of the boilers.

Cropper says the low wag
offered by rehabilitation facihi
ties equals high turnover in the
work force, incompatible with
the myriad duties of today
tors who often act as
guards, providing school otfi
cials with extra sets of eyes and
ears that can tell at a glance who
belongs in the school and who
doesn’t.

“I know all the kids, all the
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know their parents. If  see some

kids know me,” Stron

one that looks out of !‘Ll\_ e, Itell
someone.”

Board members will make
their final decision. Members
Marc Abrams and Derry Jack
son have consistently voted
in favor of keeping the current
work force. §

Supporters of the union con-
tend that at least three of the
members are still persuadable
Lorenzo Poe, they say, is one of
those riding the fence.

Supporters of the union con
tend the job losses would deal a

devastating blow to these fami
lies and the communities they
live in. The PTA, Rainbow Coa
lition, the Oregon Alliance of
Black School Educators have all
come out in support of the cus
todians.

Cropper calls the budget of
his unionized custodians “adrop
inthe bucket” inapublic school’s
deficitof nearly $58 million and |
a state deficit approaching $1 |
billion. He contends sup vthe
state legislators to come up with
the money necessary to keep his
I_\\-H[‘h_" working

At the end of the day, Strong
prepares to “punch” one of his
two boilers. He is giving them
extra attention as the end of the

1ol year approaches. The
machine s helps

ted proces
remove dangerous soot that ac
roughout the burn
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the 17 years he has spent work- |

cumulate
Ing prog eflecting on |
ing to keep his schools safe and
clean, and looking nervously to
the board meeting that will de
cide his fate

“The district is looking at the
kids last in this equation,” he
says, staring hard into the black
soot on his hands, “The upkeep
of the schools and safety of the
children should really be their
first priority.”
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If you've got questions,
please contact us:

Information About The Law
* Toll-free 1-86 7
* www.healtho /tobacco
* Your county health department

Oregon Tobacco Quitline

SMOKEFREE WORKPLACES. IT’S OREGON LAW.
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