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Excellent Educational Assistance Program: <

* Student Loan Repayment Program (up to $20,000)

* Montgomery Gl Bill (up to $263.00 per month)

* Ask about our $350.00 per month (tax free) Incentive Kicker
* Ask about our $8,000.00 enlistment bonus

i‘(.'J;:uanir:gs Now Available
in the Following Fields:

* Aircraft maintenance & avionics

* General purpose mechanic & vehicle operations
* Computer maintenance & switching
* Information & inventory management
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Contact your local Air National Guard Recruiter to determine eligibility
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Hunting Down Terrorists
Doesn’t Solve Problem

Former Portland newspaper writer shares Afghan views in new book

BY LEE PERLMAN
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

Tamin Ansary, a former
Portlander,
now a bridge builder between sev-
eral cultures, was intown recently
with a new book and advice on
how to deal with Afghanistan and
the Muslim world.

Ansary, the son of an Afghan
official and a Finnish-American
mother, achieved instant fame
with an e-mail message he wrote
last Sept. 12, in the aftermath of
the day of terror. In it, he warned
against too hasty or broad a mili-
tary response.

The author offered no defense
of Osama bin Laden and the
Taliban, whom he called “Nazis,”
and “ignorant psychotics.” How-
ever, he urged people to separate
them from the Afghan people, who
he said were fellow victims. More-

former Afghan and

over, he said, too broad an attack
could escalate into a world
war between the west and
Islam.

“And guess what?” he
wrote. “That’s Bin Laden’s
program.”

“West of Kabul,

-

N

“West of Kabul, East of New ;

York," is mostly an
autobiography, but also offers
unique insights into Islam as
practiced today.

Beginning in 1979, trips back to
Afghanistan and the death of his
father helped him rediscover his
roots. He is now active in Afghan
expatriate circles in this country.

At a book-signing session at
Powell’s Books, he said he was
pleasantly surprised by the re-
straintof the U.S. military response

the most fanatical, most hating,
most bloodthirsty, most intoler-
ant, most ruthless terrorist alive
and youkill him,” he said. “There’s
the next most fanatical, most...one
less adjective, out there to take his
place. And if you kill him,
there’s...two less adjectives out
there to take his place.”

He added, “CNN is broadcast
all over the world. People in Is-
lamic countries watch Al Jeerza,
but they watch CNN too. Remem-
ber those broadcasts with a map
of Afghanistan, and little arrows
raining down on Kandahar and
the commentators saying we were
bombing only military targets?
Well, people in the Muslim world
saw the same pictures, but they
didn’t hear the commentary.”

Ansary said Afghans by and
large are pleased with the U.S. for
chasing out the hated Talibans.

“Left to itself, Afghanistan
would become an Islamic state,
and a conservative Islamic state
at that,” he said. “If this country
can stomach that, there’s achance
for a friendly relationship.”

He suggested aid for small-

scale projects, including

East of New York,”
is mostly an autobi-
ography, butalsoof -
fers unique insights
into Islam as prac-
ticed today, includ-
ing the customs of
Afghanistan and
other parts of the
Third World. With
an easy, engaging

‘ [Ansary] said he was pleasantly
surprised by the restraint of the
U.S. military response and the
results it produced. In particular,
he said, the Taliban had helped to
shatter its own mystique by
breaking under fire and running. ‘

one that gives local
people training and
equipment to remove
and de-activate land
mines.

Asked about Ameri-
can bombing of civilians
in the war he said, “Af-
ghanistan has been
bombed so many times
in the last 27 years, it’s

style, the book is at

times humorous, at times
moving and often thought-
provoking.

Ansary and his family
lived in Afghanistan until
he was 16, at which time he
emigrated to this country
with his mother, brother and
sister; his father stayed be-
hind, and only came to visit
twice before his death.
Ansary spent much of the
next 16 years becoming a
thoroughly assimilated
American, living firstin Port-
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land, where he was a “hip-
pie” in his words and wrote

———
www.orport.ang.af.mil

Vir National Guard

for the alternative paper
Portland Scribe, and later in

San Francisco.

at work, Oregon.”

| can remember days where | could see the smoke in my office hanging
near the ceiling tiles. But with the Oregon Smokefree Workplace Law,
it's a thing of the past. No more dirty ashtrays. No more

butts in the sink. And no more secondhand smoke.

Because now smoking doesn't work in Oregon. And I'm
breathing a lot easier.

If you've got questions,

please contact us:

| Information About The Law i
* Toli-free 1-866-621-6107 !
* www.healthoregon.org/tobacco
* Your county health department

Oregon Tobacco Quitline

e 1-877-270-STOP

e 1-877-2NO-FUME (Spanish)

e TTY: 1.877-777-6534

f you have a disability and need the material
in an alternate format, call 503-731-4273
TTY: 503-731-4031)
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" SMOKEFREE WORKPLACH

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

“Thanks for clearing the air

. IT’S OREGON LAW.

and the results it produced. In
particular, he said, the Taliban had
helped to shatter its own mys-
tique by breaking under fire and
running.

Ultra-orthodox Islam speaks of
an apocalyptic struggle between
good and evil, and one of the
symptoms of such a struggle is
the emergence of a cadre of pure
holy warriors. Many in the Mus-
lim world saw the Taliban as this
strain of pure warrior, he said. Had
they fought to the last man and
died as martyrs, the myth would
have persisted, he said.

However, Ansary warned
against hunting down all terror-
ists as a long-term solution to the
problem. “Suppose you could find

impossible to say whose
bomb did what. It's like examining
Rodney King's head after the
beating and trying to figure out
exactly which club produced
which bump. You have to say,
‘Okay, it happened, now what do
we do about it?"”

Ansary had a similar response
to the conflict in Israel, where he
says he is philosophically some-
where in the middle.

Asked a pointed question by an
apparently pro-Palestinian ques-
tioner he said, *“That sounds like a
legal brief. Suppose you could write
a document that proves, beyond
any doubt, who is right and who is
wrong? The nextday people would
still be out there throwing rocks
and shooting guns.”

Wireless Phones
Are Safe With Care

Wireless phones are powerful tools, giving people the capa-

bility tocommunicate virtually anywhere, anytime with family,

friends and colleagues or with police and emergency services.

Every day, more than 140,000 emergency calls are placed to

9-1-1 from wireless phones across the country, saving precious

minutes inresponse time.

But while having a wireless phone in the car can offer peace

of mind, if notused responsibly, others on the road are put at

risk.

Verizon Wireless offers these simple tips to keep our roads

safe:

+  Know whento pull off to the side of the road to place

acall orturn off the phone’s ringer and allow an incoming

callto gointo voice mail.

+ Pre-program frequently dialed numbers. You should
be able to dial these numbers with the touch of just a few

buttons, instead of ten digits.

+  Usehands-free devices, such as headsets or speaker-

phone equipment. If you choose to use your phone while

driving, these technologies allow youto keep both hands on

the wheel.

+  Know when toend the conversation, pull over or tell

the person you will call them back at abetter time.

*  Awireless phone in yourcar is adirect line to local and

state police, emergency medical professionals and fire

departments, but use caution when placing these calls.

.
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