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Spring Auto Loan Sale

3.2% _
APR* /

Through May 31, 2002

Serving all who live, work, worship or attend school
in the Portland communities of Arbor Lodge, Boise, Bridgeton, Buckman
north of Hawthorne, Cathedral Park, China Town, Concordia west of 33
Avenue, Concordia University, Downtown Portland, East Columbia, Goose
Hollow, Humboldt, Irvington, Kems, King, Northwest Portland, Northwest

dustrial Portland, Old Town, Overlook, Pearl District, Piedmont, Portland
&mmunit)' College-Cascade Campus, Portland State University, Ports-
mouth, Sabin, St. Johns, Sullivan’s Gulch, University of Portland,
University Park, Vernon, and Woodlawn

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Interest
rates vary based on repayment period,
down payment and credit standing. All

loans are subject to approval

WILLAMETTE
Federal Credit Union
2151 N.W. Front Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97209

(503) 299-4539 + (888) 900-8559
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RoN HERNDON SPEAKS

We Must Do More in Fight for Social Justice

Ron Herndon \'I(Jt'd‘ visa Port
land Observer series featuring
community leader and activist
Ron D. Herndon. Correspondent
Yugen Fardan Rashad did the
interviews and editing

In previous installments, M
Herndon offered his perspective
oneffective leadership. Currently
he’s leading the fight to close the
achievement gap among predomi
nantly poor and minority students.

I'he following 1s a synopsis of
Herndon’s commitment to the is
sues of education and youth:

In 1999, Ron Hundun and a
vanguard of community leaders
formed the Education Crisis Team,
targeting 14 schools in the Port-
land School District where a ma
jority of the population is identi
fied as below the benchmark es-
tablished by state education stan-
dards.

-In 1971, Hemdon and Dr. Joyce
Harris, co-founded the Black Edu-
cational Center, an independent
primary school. He championed
education-related issues such as
desegregation, school busing apg
quality education in Portland.

From 1970 to 1973, Herndon
taught a Black History class at
Oregon State Correctional Insti-
tution.

- Herndon serves as Executive
Director of the National Associa
tion of Schools of Excellence, a
national organization of public
school principals from urban and
rural areas with a record of suc-
cess in the education of low- in-
come children.

-March 17, 2000: Herndon was
among neighborhood and com-
munity activists that marched
from King Elementary School to
Alberta Park to dramatize the ur-
gency to address the problem.

‘Herndon was part of a mock
funeral held at the headquarters
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of the Portland school board, com-
plete with a casket, to make the
pointregarding the plight of inner
city students below reading and
math benchmarks.

‘Oct. 10, 2000: Herndon and the
Crisis Team led a group of parents
and community members into a
Portland school board meeting to
demand a solution, and a turn
around of the low-achieving
schools.

Yugen: Ron, what are the chal-
lenges one faces to address edu
cation reform in Portland Public
Schools, and talk about commu-
nity involvement?

Herndon: Community involve-
ment in many cases is looked upon
by a lot of people as taking clothes
to the goodwill outlet. Folks to-
day must make a more direct con-
and the
struggle. That might mean pass
ing out fliers or donating time or

nection with history

money.

A connection needs to be made
between one’s life, and the life en
joyed today in this country as a
black person and those that ag-
gressively and publicly confronted
injustices, and made sacrifices for
‘me’. Because of those who came
before, I can enjoy the privileges I
do today. In many cases, that con-
nection isn’t being made.

The situation is completely dif-
ferent than 20 years ago. Take Dr.
King, for example. His work has
been sanitized so much it’s sick-
ening. It's a King that just wants
to hold hands. What is not talked
about was his involvement in pro-
tests. They exclude a King that
disrupted the status quo; a per-
son vilified by the press: The New
York Times talked about him like a
dog. King used kids, grade school
kids, in demonstrations, but this
is not the Dr. King we hear about
today. When the status quo said
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EASY & FUN TO SHOP

CONCORDIA ORENCO STATION

RALEIGH HILLS

dale Hwy

ASKET!

And while you're here, enter to win a picnic basket
loaded with all the goodies you need to truly enjoy
the simple pleasures of a beautiful Oregon day.
One winner per store. If it's your lucky day we'll call
you and let you know.

THIS WEEKEND!
May 25th & 26th

Ron Herndon

‘No’ to Dr. King, he confronted it.
There was an immediate confron-
tation with injustice, and that les-
son has almost been lost on us.

Yugen: Would you say the
Black United Front, a collective
that dealt with social injustice is-
sues beginning in the 70s, was the
forerunner to the Education Crisis
Team, in execution and strategy”’

Herndon: Backin 1978 agroup
of us met for almost a year, quietly,
privately, organizing the Front.
We talked about what we were
going to do, did the study and
research, Our mission was to form
a group of individuals already
actively working on a number of
social issuesthatimpacted the black
community. Individually we didn’t
have the kind of impact we did once
we came together. Whether it was
housing, economic development,
education, or police misconduct,
whatever battle we chose, we de-
cided we would fight until we won.

Yugen: You've replicated the
Front’s approaches with the Edu-
cation Crisis Team.

Herndon: Yes.
made some mistakes, too.

Yugen: How?

Herndon: One thing we could
have done better is to explain, at
the most basic level of organizing
in the community, to get the mes-
sage out to the people what it is
we’re trying to accomplish.

And we've
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