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Political Participation by Hispanics in Oregon Still Low

(AP) - Hispanic voters exer-
cise little political clout even
though they are Oregon'’s fast-
est-growing minority. Anthony
Veliz is hoping that a Hispanic
name his on the May
primary ballot will help bring
about a change.

“Hispanic voters are not dis
enfranchised,” said the 34-year-
old Democrat. “They are disen-
gaged.”

Hispanics’ opportunity to be-
come a political force has come
with the creation of House Dis-
trict 22, established under anew
redistricting plan. The new dis-
trict is about 40 percent His-
panic. :

Velizhas announced he’s run-
ning for the new House seat,
butis taking nothing for granted.

Oregon’s 250,000 Latinos are
the sixth-fastest growing popu-
lation of Hispanics in the coun-
try. Their numbers are expected
to grow to 500,000 by the year
2025.

“There’s a voice there, and it
needs to be enhanced in state
government,” said Veliz.

A Hispanic name on the bal-
lot in the district could be auto-
matically worth perhaps 10 per-
centof the vote, said Bill Lunch,
a political science professor at
Oregon State University.

“There are 101 external fac-
tors,” he said. If the campaign
takes on an anti-Hispanic tone,
or if there is a ballot measure
that appears to be anti-Hispanic,
it could bring the Latino com-
munity together and increase
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Anthony Veliz, candidate for State Representative
District 22, thinks about his campaign during an

interview in downtown Woodburn. (AP Photo)

the turnout, he said.

Hispanics make up at least 20
percent of the school enroll-
ment in 26 Oregon towns and
cities and 65 percent in
Woodburn, where the kinder-
garten enrollment alone is 80
percent Hispanic.

According to state figures,
enrollment among Latino stu-
dents has grown 8 percent to 14
percent each year since 1990.
Latino students account for half
of the new students in Oregon
schools since 1987.

The only Hispanic currently
in the Legislature is Sen. Susan
Castillo, D-Eugene, whois term-
limited and running for State
Superintendent of Public In-
struction.

dozen minority candidates to
the Legislature in 142 years of
statehood, and none until Bill
McCoy, a black Democrat from
north Portland, won a House
seat in 1972,

Voting has not been a priority
or a tradition for many Hispan-
ics. Voter turnout among Latinos
in the Woodburn area, for ex-
ample, is only about 11 percent.

“In the countries where we
came from, like Mexico, we did
not believe in the (voting) pro-
cess, in the parties, in the can-
didates,” said Juan Argumedo,
whoheads Voz Hispana, a grant-
funded votereducation and reg-
istration project in Woodburn,

Argumedo’s group is asking
young Latinos “youareeligible to
vote, why don’t you participate?”

Castillo Makes Bid
for Schools Post

(AP) — State Sen.
Susan Castillo, D-Eu-
gene, is running for elec- '
tion to the state’s high-
est position for public
schools as superinten-
dent of public instruc- |
tion, the post held by |
Stan Bunn, a Republi-
can.

A former journalist
with Oregon Public sen, Susan Castillo
Broadcasting and a Eu-
gene television station, Castillo is the only Hispanic
woman ever elected to the Oregon Senate.

Castillo, 50, has been in the Senate since 1997 and
is barred by term limits from seeking re-election to the
chamber. She is a 1981 communications graduate of
Oregon State University.

The school superintendent race will be decided in
the May 2002 primary. If no candidate receives a
majority, a runoff will be held in November between
the top two finishers. The post pays $72,000 a year.

U.S. to Bring Taliban
Prisoners to Cuba

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Pentagon has chosena U.S. Navy
base in Cuba as the “least worst”
place tohold Taliban and al-Qaida
prisoners after they are removed
from Afghanistan.

Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said the military has
made no plans to hold military
tribunals at the Guantanamo Bay
base. President Bush has autho-
rized military tribunals to try ter-
rorist suspects from other coun-
tries, but defense officials said
that Rumsfeld has not decided
how, where or even if those tribu-
nals would take place.

The base, which the United
States has held since 1903, is near
the U.S. mainland and highly se-
cure. The Cuban military prohib-
its all access to areas around the
base, and the U.S. mulitary patrols
its side from behind tali fences

topped with razor wire.

Guantanaino Bay has draw-
backs, too, including its location,
surrounded on three sides by an
island governed by Fidel Castro,
ananti-American communist who
has criticized the U.S. campaign
in Afghanistan. But “we don’t
anticipate any trouble with Mr,
Castro in that regard,” Rumsfeld
told a Pentagon news conference.

Rumsfeld said it will take weeks
to get the Guantanamo Bay base
ready to house the detainees. Al-
though the base has been used in
the pastto hold Cuban and Haitian
refugees, its main purpose in re-
cent years has been to refuel and
maintain Navy vessels in the Car-
ibbean.

Chief Petty Officer Richard
Evans, a base spokesman, said it
now has space for about 100 pris-
oners.

Oregon has sent only about a
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Sub-Bids Requested -

Portland State University
Partial Remodel of Suite 115
Portland, OR.
Bid Date: January 8, 2002 at 2:00 PM
Plans and specifications are available for review in our office.

DPR CONSTRUCTION, INC.
'P R 520 SW Yambhill, Suite 800, Portland, OR 97204
m 4 (503)225-9700FAX (503)225-0783
Consmtion Inc. - Contact: Carrie Steele

www.dprinc.com

CCB#106305

We are an equal opportunity employer and request sub-bids from
disadvantaged, mhm!ly, women and emerging small business enterprises.

«{he American Dream of Freedgy, .
“Keep Living the Dream”

Join us at our New Location
Celebrating The

17" Annual Tribute To:

a=Increased Accessibility for Seniors & People with Disabilities«®

Donation: $2.00 OR 3 cans of non-perishable food

For More Information Please Call (503) 358-6936 or www.worldartsfoundationinc.org

A Production of World Arts Foundation, Inc.
Sponsored by: Portland Public Schools *University of Portland *SAFECO Corporation
*Portland Association of Teachers * Washington Mutual *Qwest Pioneers
*Portland General Electric

Tri-Met Bus Routes: #40-Mocks Crest or #1-Greeley

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
SUB-BIDS Requested
Multnomah County
Hillsdale Library

i : Jan id Time: 11:

allil. James W. Fowler Co.

12775 Westview Dr. - Dalles, OR 97338
e (003) 623-5373 FAX (503) 623-9117 ﬁmﬂa
CCB#63701
We are an equal opportunity employer and request sub-bids from
all interested firms including disadvantage, minority, women,
disabled veterans and emerging small businesses.

SUB-BIDS REQUESTED

Hillsdale Branch Library
Date: January 8, 2002 @ 11:00 AM

Plans and specs are available in
LCG's plan room and your local plan center.

LCG Co.

16427 N.E. Airport Way, #B, Portiand, Oregon 97230
(503) 256-3016 Fax (503) 256-3684

CCB #132982
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We are an equal opportunity employer and request sub-bids from minor-
ity, women, disadvantaged and emerging small business enterprises.

Minority Business Opportunity Committee
Request for Proposal
For

Event Planning
2002 MBOC Trade Fair

&
Minority Enterprise Development Week
Recognition Luncheon

January 7, 2002

Minority Business Opportunity Committee (“MBOC”) seeks
proposals for Event Planning (“Respondents”) with demon-
strated experience and skills in providing event-planning ser-
vices to plan a Minority Enterprise Development Week Recog-
nition Luncheon. MBOC will establish contractual relationships
(Contract) with a selected firm (“Consultant”) to provide the
2002 MBOC Trade Fair & Luncheon. Proposal documents may
be obtained by fax request to:

Stella Martinez
MBOC
C/0 Portland Development Commission
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 7000
Portland, OR 97201
Fax (603) 823-3368

Submittals must be recelved by 5:00pm,
Monday, February 4, 2002

Minority Business Opportunity Committee strongly encourages the par-
ticlpation of Minority, Women and Emerging Small Business contractors in
its projects. The successful contractor must be certified by the City as an
Equal Employment Opportunity Empiloyer and be licensed to do business in
the City of Portiand.
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