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Workers Qualify for
Extended Benefits

About 15,000 Oregonians
and 41,000 people in Washing-
ton are eligible for up to 13
weeks of additional unemploy-
ment benefits,

Both states qualified for the
Labor Department money be-
cause the jobless rate for Septem-
ber, October and November hov-
ered over 6.5 percent.

Oregon’s November jobless
figure was 7.4 percent, the worst
in the country.

The last time laid-off workers
in Oregon collected extended
unemployment benefits was
February 1994, about the same
time the state was emerging from
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from our community,

its last recession.

The extended credits allow laid-
off workers who still have not
found a job after 26 weeks to re-
ceive an addition 13 weeks of ben-
efits. Payments will equal the
weekly benefit amount of an
individual’s regular claim.

It’s been eight years since
Washington qualified for the ex-
tended benefits.

The state Employment Secu-
rity Department mailed out appli-
cations Dec. 19 to those who are
eligible.

People could begin receiving
the extended benefits in both
states as soon as Jan. 7.
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Art Students Evoke Emotions From 9-11

Symbolsofthe American flag
woven onto images of delicate
butterflies. Images of hands
dancing rather than pointing at
others. Christian and ancient
Egyptiansymbolscombined with
the protection of a sword and
shield. These are some of the
powerfuldesigns created by stu-

dents from The Art Institute of

Portland who were asked to
design a post-Sept. 11 postage
stamp for a class.

When Shere Coleman pre-
sented the final project guide-
lines to her Principles of Visual
Communications class at The
Art Institute of Portland, she
had little idea of the depth with
which the students would tackle
the assignment. And she is
absolutely delighted with the
results,

Students in three sections of
the class were instructed to
design a postage stamp around
the idea of community, unity,

strength, and protection, given
the nation’s current political
situation. The students had to
design their projects so they
were appealing for large-scale
presentation, and had the ca-
pacity to be reduced to the size
of a postage stamp.

They also were asked to re-
search the rich cultural mix of

With emotions from the
Sept. 11 attacks,
students at the Art
Institute of Portland
design postage stamps
around the idea of
community, unity,
strength and protection.

America, and to follow cultural
traditions found in this country
that were formed well before
the country’s actual inception.

The projects proved dra-
matically different from one
another. One postage stamp
resembled a quilt with many
symbols from various cultures,
such as images of log houses

that are common in African
American quilts and flowers
that are common in Hawaiian
quilts. Another student mixed
Japanese symbols of the uni-
verse with the Native Ameri-
can brown bear symbol of pro-
tection.

When brainstorming sym-
bols of unity and strength, the
first images student Solomon
Woras thought of were the sun
and the moon. His postage
stamp design includes a dark
night sky with the moon illumi-
nating large trees and build-
ings.

“The buildings symbolize the
comfort and the strength they
provide us,” Woras says. “The
tree symbolizes the life it pro-
vides, the roots being the un-
derworld, the middle of the
trunk being earth, and the
branches being the upper world
and heaven...it encompasses
our whole existence.”

North Portland’s Ockley
Green Middle School placed
third among 63 teams from
around the state in the Oregon
Robotics Tournament held at
Wilson High School on Dec. 1.

The team, Robots of Ockley

12 students and seven advi-

Green or ROOG, is made up of

The robotics team from north Portfand s Ockfey Green M.'ddfe
School gathers behind the team banner at the state robotics
tournament at Wilson High School.

sors, five of whom are from com-
munity businesses.

The students participate in
the MESA program, which en-
courages and supports under-
represented students in pursu-
ing careers in mathematics, en-
gineering and science.

The ROOG students spent

Ockley Green Places Thll‘d at Tournament

A robot built by students at Ockley Green moves across the
floor in competition with other schools.

every Saturday since Septem-
ber at Portland State University
learning how to build a robot,
how to program it and then ap-
plying that knowledge to real-
life situations.

They also researched related
topics, presenting their findings
and their robot to a panel of 20

judges.

The project also helped
them learn other key skills such
as teamwork, planning and
preparation.

Last year, ROOG won a state-
wide balsawood glider compe-
tition, traveling to a national
competition in Mesa, Ariz.
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Memoria.L@c

Your support will be truly appreciated.
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p Fund in care of Bank of Amenca

Call your local Bank of America for more information, thank you.
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