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Reward Offered for Fugitive Former Vanport Priest Suit
The M ultnomah County Dis

trict A ttorney’s Office, in coop
eration w ith Crime Stoppers, is 
asking for your help in identify
ing and apprehending an indi
vidual w anted for identity theft 
and possession of a controlled 
substance.

O n M arch 21, a Port o f  Port
land po lice  o fficer stopped a 
car in w hich  the suspect w as a 
passenger. The ind iv idual ap
peared to  be under the in flu 
ence o f  d rugs, and the o fficer 
located  w hat w as believed  to 
be cocaine under the seat. The 
suspect w as c ited  for po sses
sion o f  a con tro lled  substance 
and released.

Police would like to hear from 
anyone who may know this 
man's true identity.

W hen asked his name, the sus
pect gave the false last name of 
Seeley with the correct inform a

tion o f a real individual by that 
name. The real Mr. Seeley was 
later arrested, but then released 
when it was determ ined that the 
suspect had apparently used the 
victim ’s identity.

The suspect is a white male, 
whose first name may be Adam. 
Investigators would like to hear 
from anyone who may know his 
true identity and location.

Crim e Stoppers is offering a 
cash rew ard o f  up to $ 1,000 for 
inform ation, reported to Crime 
Stoppers, w hich leads to an ar
rest in this case, or any unsolved 
felony crim e, and you need not 
give your name. Call Crime §top- 
pers at 503-823-HELP.

by A malie Young 
T he Associated Press

Tw o women filed an $8.6 m il
lion lawsuit against the A rchdio
cese o f  Portland on M onday, 
claim ing they were repeatedly 
abused by their priest and that a 
nun witnessed the abuse but did 
nothing.

The women, sisters who are now 
60 and 61 and identified only as P.L. 
and R.E., alleged the abuse oc
curred in 1948, when their family 
temporarily became homeless dur
ing the devastating Vanport flood.

Father Carl W achter often v is
ited the sisters —  then 7 and 8 —  
at the Christie School, a home for 
girls operated by the archdiocese, 
according to  the lawsuit.

During those visits, W achter

repeatedly m olested the girls, ac
cording to court docum ents.

A  nun witnessed the abuse but 
continued to take the girls to see 
W achter, the suit alleges.

“W e have kept this as a shame
ful and humiliating secret for de
cades,” the sisters said in a state
ment released Monday. “W e wish 
we had the strength to do this 
many years ago.”

W achterdied in January 1992. 
He served as assistant pastor or 
pastorffom 1939to 1983 in several 
O regon parishes —  including 
M ilwaukie, Lebanon, M onroe, 
Coos Bay and Portland.

Archdiocese of Portland Chan
cellor Mary Jo Tully issued a state
ment on Monday, saying the arch
diocese "condem ns the abuse or

intentional neglect o f  children.”
Still, the statement said, “Deal

ing with a law suit involving things 
which allegedly happened more 
than 50 years a g o ... and when the 
priest who allegedly was involved 
is long since dead, presents great 
challenges to the legal system as 
well as to  the archdiocese.”

O regon law allows victims o f 
child abuse to  file claim s even if 
alleged sexual abuse took place 
decades earlier.

In 1999, the O regon Supreme 
Court ruled that the archdiocese 
can be held liable as the em ployer 
o f an abusive priest.

In their statement, the sisters 
said they decided to com e for
ward as an exam ple to other abuse 
victims.

Police Solve Child Abandonment
(A P) - Police have found  the 

m other o f  a 2 -year-old  g irl w ho 
w as a b a n d o n e d  an d  p a s se d  
am ong careg ivers, but w ould  
not say w here she was found  
or w hy  sh e  a b a n d o n e d  h er 
daughter.

Lisa M arie K insey, 21, o f  Las 
V egas apparen tly  is “try ing  to 
get aw ay from  a person  she 
doesn ’t w ant any th ing  to  do 
w ith” and is choosing  not to 
have con tac t w ith her fam ily , 
said Sgt. B rian Schm autz, a P ort
land po lice spokesm an.

Kinsey apparently left the girl, 
D ina Jade R oy, w ith  som eone 
she barely knew in Portland early

4 young girl remains in foster 
care after being abandoned by 
her mother.

last m onth.
Dina was initially handed from 

ca reg iv e r to  ca reg iver before

som ebody called  the state D e
partm ent o f  H um an S erv ices on 
O ct. 17. DHS ob ta ined  tem po
rary custody  o f  the ch ild  the 
next day, and police began look
ing for her parents.

C areg ivers provided  little in
form ation  to  po lice. N o one had 
reported  a m issing ch ild  that 
m atched  D in a ’s d e sc rip tio n , 
m aking the investiga tion  m ore 
d ifficu lt, Schm autz said.

The M ultnom ah C ounty  d is 
tric t attorney ’ s office w ill deter
m ine w hether to  pursue crim inal 
charges against the m other. The 
toddler rem ains at a foster hom e 
and in sta te custody.

Evidence Gathered in Drowning
Portland Police Bureau detectives are looking 

for any person who may have seen or talked with 
a woman who drowned in the area o f the Ross 
Island Bridge in the early morning hours o f Sept. 29.

Shannon Bren M ahaffy, 23, was found in the 
W illam ette River. The southeast Portland woman 
was last seen at approxim ately 12:30 a.m. near the 
intersection o f Powell Boulevard and Southeast 
14lh Avenue.

She was wearing a black t-shirt, black denim 
pants and black boots. M ahaffy was described as 
a white female, 5 foot, 8 inches tall and weighing 130 
pounds, with dark black hair.

Anyone with information is asked to call D etec
tive Sergeant Cheryl Kanzler at (503) 823-0865 or 
Detective Sergeant Paul W eatheroy at (503) 823- 
0458. Shannon Mahaffy

Voice for Eco-Terrorists 
Ordered to Testify

Mother to Stand Trial in Daughter’s Murder

(A P )— Craig Rosebraugh of 
Portland, a former spokesm an 
for a  group o f militant environ
m entalists seen as terrorists by 
the FBI, says U.S. marshals have 
served him  a subpoena to testify 
before a congressional subcom 
mittee.

The H ouse subcom m ittee on 
forests and forest health ordered 
him to appear on Feb. 12, said 
Rosebraugh, who sent out news 
releases and spoke out on be
half o f the Earth Liberation Front.

In a new s release faxed to  the

Associated Press on Thursday, 
he said “more actions, like those 
o f  the ELF, are needed to stop 
th e  d e s tru c tio n  ca u se d  by  
greedy, corrupt corporations 
and politicians."

He also com pared members 
o f Congress to terrorists.

Rosebraugh said agents have 
conducted  tw o raids on his 
home. He says he has received 
seven subpoenas to appear be
fore federal grand juries investi
gating the ELF but has repeat
edly refused to testify.

(A P) -  T ria l has been set for 
A ug. 12 fo r a G resham  w om an 
charged  w ith strang ling  her 20- 
m onth-o ld  daugh ter during  a 
sta te -superv ised  v isit at a park.

S haron  Y. W eston , 33, is 
charged  w ith aggravated  m ur
der in the death  o f  A lex is M. 
Lopez.

A ccording to  testim ony by 
Gresham Police Detective Robert 
Galbreath, Weston told him shortly 
after the killing that she consid
ered shooting A lexis but couldn’t 
afford a gun.

Galbreath testified that Weston 
also considered drowning the tod
dler, but said she was concerned 
that the pond at G resham 's Main

Sharon Y. Weston-

City Park was too “out in the open" 
and someone could revive the 
child.

Galbreath said W eston told him 
she got the idea to strangle Alexis 
from a television program  and 
brought a cord from her jacket to 
the visit.

The State Office for Services to 
Children and Families took cus
tody o f Alexis in O ctober 2000 
after W eston threatened to kill 
herself and the girl. In the past 
several years, W eston had lost 
custody o f two other children.

On July 11, W eston met Dale 
A. Kraft, an em ployee o f  the state 
agency, and the trio drove to the 
park, police said.

Not long after arriving, Kraft let 
W eston push her daughter around 
in a  stroller and then lost sight o f 
them, Galbreath said.

E ven tu a lly , W eston

strangled  the girl w ith the co rd ,” 
G alb reath  said.

W eston  to ld  police she then 
pushed  the ch ild  in the stro lle r 
out o f  the w oods and along  a 
path un til she saw the nearby 
G resham  Funeral C hapel, w hich 
sh e  th o u g h t w as a c h u rc h . 
W eston approached  m ourners 
ou tside and asked “if  there w as 
anyone w ho could  pray for her,” 
G alb reath  said.

One o f  the m ourners asked her 
why, and W eston replied, “Be
cause I really need praying for 
right now ,” G albreath said.

W eston told detectives she had 
decided to kill her daughter after a 
court hearing a few days earlier 
that left her certain that her paren
tal rights would be terminated.

Looking For a Smart Move?
At Calaroga Terrace our residents are treated like Royalty.

Studio apartments start at just $950 a month with housekeeping, meals, 
cable and all utilities.

Call Candy for a tour and lunch at 503-234-8271

Calaroga Terrace
1400 N.E. Second Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97232
Portland’s Premier Retirement Community feaf

EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE 
COLLEGE PREP WORKSHOP 

NOVEMBER 17, 2001

High school students and their parents are invited 
to attend this free informative workshop on get
ting ready for college. Whether you are looking at 
eventually attending a community college, a state 
university, or a private college, this event will help 
bring your future into focus. You can attend ses
sions on:

• Benefits of a College Education
• Developing the Vision
• Understanding the Admissions Process
• Unlocking the Mystery of Financial Aid
• What Should I Know Now to Plan for 

College?
• Exploring the Options -  Dispelling the 

Myths

This is a great opportunity to get a jump-start on 
your future. There will be door prizes and snacks 
provided for the day.

WHERE AND WHEN:
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church 

Family Life Center
8725 N. Chautauqua Blvd., Portland, Oregon 

November 17, 9 a.m. to noon
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