
September 19, 2001 ^o rtlau h  ffibseruer Page A5

Rate Lowers for 
Veterans’ Home Loan

Taking Precaution With Immunizations
A lower interest rate for 

veterans’ home loans was 
announced last week by Jon 
Mangis of the Oregon Dept. 
of Veterans’ Affairs.

The interest rate is a fixed, 
5.95 percent for a 30-year 
loan.

“We haven’t seen interest 
rates this low in a long time,” 
said Mangis. “Housing prices 
seem to have stabilized re­
cently in many parts of Or­
egon. It’s not a bad time to 
be shopping for a home loan. 
This rate is available to quali­
fied veterans who have been 
out of the active military ser­
vices less than 30 years. That 
covers a lot of people.”

Under the provisions of 
Ballot Measure 83 passed 
overwhelmingly last Novem­
ber, any honorably discharged 
veteran who meets the 30 
year qualification and has 
served at least 210 days on 
active military duty is eligible. 
Additionally, any honorably 
discharged veteran who was 
discharged for a service-con­
nected illness or injury and 
who served less than the re­
quired 210 days is also eli­
gible.

Also eligible are those who 
served less than the required

time period but who served 
in an area for which a cam­
paign or expeditionary medal 
was authorized.

This would include many 
who served in places like 
Granada, Lybia, Panama, So­
malia, Haiti, El Salvador, the 
Persian Gulf, the Balkans or 
Kosovo.

“This expanded eligibility 
includes a lot of people who 
we have been unable to serve 
in the past,” Mangis contin­
ued. “Now it doesn’t matter 
when you entered active duty, 
as long as you were sepa­
rated from the military less 
than 30 years ago. And, if 
you don’t meet the length of 
active duty requirement, you 
might still qualify if you 
served on active duty status 
in an area for which the U.S. 
military authorized a certain 
medal. This change will al­
low a lot of the National 
Guard and Reserve people to 
qualify for our program.

Additional information may 
be obtained by calling the de­
partment at 1-800-828-8801 
ext. 2070 or 503-373-2070. 
Those interested in further in­
formation are encouraged to 
visit the agency’s web site at 
www.odva.state.or.us.
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4 nurse at Providence St. Vincent cares for a young girl during a visit to update her immunizations. It is important for children 
to receive proper immunization at the beginning of each school year. Health specialists recommend that parents check with 
their child s ohvsician to make sure shot records are up to date. photo by D ave Lawton

The time is now for that trip to 
the doctor’s office for school 
physicals and immunizations.

Whether it’s a physical exam 
for sports activities or immuni­
zation and/or boosters, it’s im­

portant to get ready early for the 
school year.

V accines protect children 
against d ip h th e ria , te tan u s, 
w h o o p in g  co u g h , p o lio , 
measles, mumps, rubella, m en­

in g it is ,  h e p a tit is  B and 
chickenpox -  diseases that can 
spread from one child to an­
other at school, the grocery 
store or on the playground. 

Administrators in the infection

control division at Providence 
St. Vincent and other medical 
clinics can speak to the kinds-of 
shots that children are required 
to have prior to going back to 
school this fall.

School Vision Tests Offered Free
Health officials encourage screenings as part of 
every child’s annual back to school routine

Crisis Line Volunteers Wanted
The Portland Women’s Crisis Line is seeking volunteer advocates to staff its 24-hour domestic violence and sexual 
assault hotline. The volunteers respond in-person to requests from victims and survivors after completing a 39-hour 
advocate training program. An additional 12-hour program for sexual assault advocacy training is also offered. For more 
information and to request an application packet, call 503-232-4176. Court advocates also needed weekdays to assist 
in Multnomah and Clackamas County courthouses. To volunteer, call 503-232-4190.

American Foundation for V ision Awareness 
statistics show that 80 percent o f learning at­
tained during the first 12 years of life arrives 
thorough visual means.

So when poor childhood vision goes unde­
tected, low academic grades and social stigma 
can be the result.

Because vision problems can drastically 
hinder a child’s progress in school, staff phy­
sicians at Pacific University’s College of Op­
tometry recommend that
ch ild ren  have v ision  
screenings prior to or 
early in the school year.

The college offers free 
vision screenings for in­
fants and children at its 
P o rtlan d  and F orest 
Grove Vision Centers. In 
addition, the college of­
fers the tests  at 
Multnomah County-af­
filiated vision centers in 
^Iresham and in southeast 
and northeast Portland.

“Vision screenings will 
not only reveal problems 
in the child 's current vi­
sion capabilities, but also 
can spot problems such 
as reduced eye coordina­
tion, distanced vision 
problems and poor eye 
h e a lth ,” said  S teve 
Fletcher, director of ad­
vancement at the College 
of Optometry, who added 
that debilitating illnesses 
such as diabetes and hy­
pertension can be de­
tected through screen­
ings and vision examina­
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tions.
“Vision problems can be misinterpreted as 

learning problems and, if not corrected, can 
cause lifelong reading difficulties, so we are 
encouraging community members to make 
scheduling an vision screening a regular part 
of their family’s back to school routine,” 
Fletcher said.

To make an appointment for a free vision 
screening near you, call 503-357-5800.

WHILE YOU SAVE!
Leading Edge H ealthcare
Savings P rogram N eeds 
Reps to O pen Doors

• Save up to 80% on Doctors & Hospitals
• Savings on Dental and Vision
• Up to 40% on prescriptions
• Includes Legal Services & Veterinary
• 60% Payout With Incentives and Bonuses!
• Company Profit Sharing for Top Producers
•  No License Required. All Training Provided

. * * * * * * * * *

Unlimited Growth Potential, Simple Compensation &  Bonus Programs 
Call (503) 288-1140 for information

Proudly Presents 
THE FALL BOMBSHELL BASH 
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PORTLAND EXPO CENTER BALLROOM 
ENTERTAINMENT BY

U L CHUCK CHEESY /  SPOOK Q. /  DR. HOOK & DUB 
OSS/SASSY  

MALE A FEMALE REVIEW 
MUSIC B Y -  WRECKLESS 

OCT 6TH 2001 8:00PM -2:30AM
TICKETS 

AVAILABLE AT 
TICKET MASTER 

ANDFASTIXX

$500.00
RUMP SHAKER CONTEST

IS A OVER AFFAIR 
MUST HAVE 
PICTURE I.D.

DRESS TO IMPRESS

uppose a tree fell through your garage tonight...
WHO WOULD COME THROUGH FOR YOU TOMORROW?

You’re inside your house, safe from the big storm. When, boom'. Lightning strikes. Next 
thing you know, there’s a tree all the way through your garage roof. Taking care of claims 
like this is what American Family Insurance is all about. Over 70 years of experience 
means fast, efficient service and home protection you can trust. Life is unpredictable. 
That’s why it’s good to have a homeowners insurance policy you can count on. If a storm 
should put a tree through your garage tonight, it’s comforting to know you can depend 
on Family to come through for you tomorrow. Call one of our knowledgeable, friendly 
agents today. Or visit our website at w w w .a m fa m .c o m .

Find out all the ways “Family” comes through for you! AMERICAN FAMILY■i:i I ' l . r u g
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U n d er  O ne R oof.A ll Y our P r o te c t io n
Check your locol directory for the agent neorest you
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