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Lydia K. Bass

One thing that the Derry 
Jackson debacle proved is 
that w ords do hurt. They 
can attack the spirit and pain 
the soul. They even have 
th e  p o te n t ia l  to  fo re v e r  
change your heart and in 
essence who you are. One 
th ing that both the Jew ish 
and A frican-A m erican com ­
m unities know all to well is 
this:

W ords m atter, for they 
b e c o m e  th e  
pegs that ideas 
are hung on.

W e ’ve a ll  
been children, 
w o u n d e d  o r 
d e v a lu e d  by 
words. So you 
can rem em ber 
w h a t t h a t ’s 
like. Unable to 
understand  or 
defend; often 
forced to ra ­
tionalize  your 
w ay to com ­
prehend ing  the incom pre­
hensible. And with every oc­
c u r r e n c e  you  p ro b a b ly  
asked  y o u rse lf  w hy? Not 
why me, but why? And when 
you got hom e, seeking com ­
fort and counsel, i f  your 
house was like m ine, you 
alw ays heard: “ Turn the 
experience around and show 
them  what y o u ’re m ade o f.”

So, how do I feel some 
forty  years later over the 
‘Jackson deb ac le ’? D eeply 
p a in e d . N ot ju s t  by the 
w ords, but by their possib le 
effect. W ill the lesions left 
by the delivery  o f  the Jack- 
son in terview  leave us sore 
i f  untreated? W ill ethnic ten­
sions sw ell?  W ill a non-

m onolithic A frican-A m eri­
can com m unity, sorely in 
need o f  two Portland Public 
School advocates and hav­
ing two for the first tim e 
ever, find itse lf  with only 
one, am id a Jackson depar­
ture? W ill this occurrence 
becom e a tw o -step s  fo r­
ward, 10 steps back experi­
ence for our com m unity as 
a w hole? And the biggest 
concern o f  all: W hat will be 

the  ra m if ic a ­
t io n s  fo r a ll 
children whose 
e d u c a t i o n a l  
future is being 
d i re c te d  by 
peop le  whose 
time, focus and 
m onies are be­
ing spent on an 
u n n e c e s s a r y  
reality?

Like many, I 
understand the 
s o u rc e  o f  
Jackson  fru s­

trations: not ju s t the on-go- 
ing achievem ent gap but the 
reasons for it; findings o f 
v io lations for seven years 
by the O ffice  o f  
C ivil Rights re ­
g a rd in g  ESL 
children; the 
o n - g o i n g  
strugg le  for 
parity in edu­
cation... How­
ever, we get into 
certain roles in life, 
and being an elected of­
ficial is definitely one o f them, 
where you do not have the 
luxury o f  venting anger and 
frustration. When you are en­
trusted with the educational 
direction and future o f chil­

“Sticks and’ 
stones may break 
my bones, but 
words will never 
hurt me.”

Change is good.
And it’s not as hard 
as you may think.
A lot of things, from the growth in high-tech industries to increased 
population, tell us the energy crunch our region is facing right now 
will continue for awhile. Dealing with it means that each of us has to 
change the way we use energy. And we have to start now.

Here are some changes and tips that will make a difference now 
and in the future:

■ Switch to compact fluorescent 
bulbs in lights that remain on 
three or more hours per day. 
They use only one quarter 
the energy of regular bulbs.

■ Clean lightbulbs and fixtures.
Dust can reduce light output 
by as much as 10 percent!

■ Him off one 60-watt light that 
would normally be on during 
the peak summer hours of
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. If every one 
of our 1.5 million customers 
did, the energy saved could 
power about 45,000 homes.

dren, you do not have the 
luxury o f publicly trading off 
during a board meeting with 
‘whose atrocity was w orse’. 
And frankly you don’t have 
the right to conduct your­
selves in a way that jeopar­
dizes the ultimate well being 
o f children. You can’t es­
pouse respect and parity, 
whi le at the same time being 
disrespectful and callous -  
it’s incompatible; you can ’t 
affirm if you are putting 
down. What this climate does 
to the heart and spirit o f  
children is at minimum pa­
thetic. We can only begin to 
imagine the damage that this 
spell over has on children, to 
those that teach them and to 
those that support both.

From all that I ’ve seen, 
heard or been witness to over 
the last year, I ’m not so sure 
that Jackson is the only bad 
apple in the bunch. All I know 
is that it’s time not just to 
make a change but to be 
changed. Individually or col­
lectively, we all have defin­
ing moments in life and to 
the PPS Board, I say this is 

defin ite ly  one o f  
them . M artin  

Luther King 
Jr. show ed 
us th a t 
p r e ju d ic e  
can leav e  
y o u  

scarred , but 
s t r e n g th e n e d .  

T here’s an opportu ­
nity here for the board to 
show us all what th ey ’re 
m ade of. Even m istakes 
can turn out to be the one 
th ing necessary to m ake a 
w orthw hile achievem ent.

Do the bright thing. 
Call us at 1-800-222-4335, 
and ask for a copy of our 

Bright Ideat booklet.
>  PACIFIC POWER
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JFabnc
D epot
THE LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN  THE WEST

August 14 through August 28, 2001

ALL HOME DEC
/ \ O /30 OFF*

Includes all prints and jacquards, curtain lacc. upholstery. viny l, awning canvas. 
Burlap, table padding. Graber & Dritz drapery hardware, home decorations

ALL BRIDAL & 
SPECIAL OCCASION

30 OFF*
Includes bridal fabrics, silk, laces, tulle, trims, hoop skirts, tiaras, veils and more

Be sure to check w w w .fabricdepot.com
♦Discounts do not appb to presioush discounted or marked down items 8/14/01 thm 8/28,1) 1

RETAIL-WHOLESALE  
700 S.E. 122nd Ave. 

Portland, OR 
(503)252.9530 

Visit our w ebsite at 
w w w . fabriedepot. com  

1-800-392-3376

R E T A IL  HOURS:
184 1 MON -FRI 9 OOam-9 00pm

F SATURDAY 9:00am-7 00pm

♦ d 1
SUNDAY 10 00am-? 00pm

N ? WHOLESALE HOURS:
/  STAHK

I MON.-FRI 9:00am-9:00pm

/  STREET SATURDAY 9 OOam-7 00pm
SUNDAY 10 OOam-7 00pm

■ Install dimmers. The amount 
you dim equals your energy 
saved. For example, lights 
dimmed 15 percent reduces 
energy consumption up to 
15 percent

■ Install motion sensors or 
timers to automatically turn 
lights on and off. Motion 
sensor lighting is great for 
outdoors and in your work­
shop or laundry room.
Timers are the right choice 
if you'd like an indoor light 
switched on and off at 
specific times.

■  Make saving energy a habit.
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