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pinion

Somebody Ought To Say Something

DBy I.. K. Bass

The Portland Gbserver

August 15, 2001

Opinion articles do not necessarily reflect or represent the views

It’s Not Just About the Words

One thing that the Derry
Jackson debacle proved is
that words do hurt. They
can attack the spirit and pain
the soul. They even have
the potential to forever
change your heart and in
essence who you are. One
thing that both the Jewish
and African-American com-
munities know all to well is
this:

Words matter, for they
become the o i
pegs that ideas 3
are hung on. |

We've all {8
been children,
wounded or
devalued by |
words. So you |
can remember |
what that's |
like. Unableto |
understand or |
defend; often
forced to ra-
tionalize your
way to coim-
prehending the incompre-
hensible. And with every oc-
currence you probably
asked yourself why? Not
why me, but why? And when
you got home, seeking com-
fort and counsel, if your
house was like mine, you
always heard: “Turn the
experience around and show
them what you’'re made of.”

So, how do I feel some
forty years later over the
‘Jackson debacle’? Deeply
pained. Not just by the
words, but by their possible
effect. Will the lesions left
by the delivery of the Jack-
son interview leave us sore
ifuntreated? Will ethnic ten-
sions swell? Will a non-
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monolithic African-Ameri-
can community, sorely in
need of two Portland Public
School advocates and hav-
ing two for the first time
ever, find itself with only
one, amid a Jackson depar-
ture? Will this occurrence
become a two-steps for-
ward, 10 steps back experi-
ence for our community as
a whole? And the biggest
concern of all: What will be
- the ramifica-
tions for all
children whose
educational
| future is being
directed by
| people whose
| time, focus and
monies are be-
ing spent on an
unnecessary
reality?
Like many, I
J understand the
source of
Jackson frus-
trations: not just the on-go-
ing achievement gap but the
reasons for it; findings of
violations for seven years
by the Office of
Civil Rights re-
garding ESL
children; the
on-going
struggle for
parity in edu-
cation... How-
ever, we get into
certainroles in life,
and being an elected of-
ficial is definitely one of them,
where you do not have the
luxury of venting anger and
frustration. When you are en-
trusted with the educational
direction and future of chil-

“Sticks and
stones may break
my bones, but
words will never
hurt me.”

dren, you do not have the
luxury of publicly trading off
during a board meeting with
‘whose atrocity was worse’.
And frankly you don’t have
the right to conduct your-
selves in a way that jeopar-
dizes the ultimate well being
of children. You can’t es-
pouse respect and parity,
while at the same time being
disrespectful and callous -
it’s incompatible; you can’t
affirm if you are putting
down. What this climate does
to the heart and spirit of
children is at minimum pa-
thetic. We can only begin to
imagine the damage that this
spell over has on children, to
those that teach them and to
those that support both.
From all that I've seen,
heard or been witness to over
the last year, I’m not so sure
that Jackson is the only bad
apple inthe bunch. All Tknow
is that it’s time not just to
make a change but to be
changed. Individually or col-
lectively, we all have defin-
ing moments in life and to
the PPS Board, I say this is
definitely one of
them. Martin
Luther King
Jr. showed
us that
prejudice
can leave
 JEMCE b
scarred, but
strengthened.
There’s an opportu-
nity here for the board to
show us all what they're
made of. Even mistakes
can turn out to be the one
thing necessary to make a
worthwhile achievement.
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Change is good.

And it’s not as hard
as you may think.

A lot of things, from the growth in high-tech industries to increased
population, tell us the energy crunch our region is facing right now

DEADLINES

FOR ALL SUBMITTED METERIALS

The Portland Observer wel-
comes freelance submissions.

per and cannot be used in other
publications or personal usfatE:

Amal-
Wmm
, and The West Coast Black

Publis} b+ Sured
Portland and Vancouver.

ARTICLES: will continue for awhile. Dealing with it means that each of us has to
Monday by 5 p.m. change the way we use energy. And we have to start now.
Here are some changes and tips that will make a difference now
ADS: and in the future:
Friday by noon B Switch to compact fluorescent B Install dimmers. The amount

bulbs in lights that remain on
three or more hours per day.
They use only one quarter

ﬁm&t:ar?;‘lj a&?ﬁgﬁ?&hﬁ the energy of regular bulbs. energy consumption up to
: : 15 percent.
be returned if accompanied by a ® Clean lightbulbs and fixtures. y
self addressed ﬁvelﬁ'w Dust can reduce light output @ Install motion sensors or
geed dlezugn disp a);"lhc t_f by as much as 10 percent! timers to automatically turn
sole property 0 newspa lights on and off. Motion

B Turn off one 60-watt light that

Bright Ideas booklet.

would normally be on during

mgmﬂm‘nmgﬁmew"@mdmghmt the peak summer hours of shop or laundry room.
has purchased the ition 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. If every one Timers are the right choice
of such ad. © 1996 THE PORT- of our 1.5 million customers if you'd like an indoor “Bh'
LAND OBSERVER. ALL did, the energy saved could switched on and off at
power about 45,000 homes. specific times.
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you dim equals your energy
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outdoors and in your work-

©2001 PacifiCorp



mailto:news@portiandobserver.com
mailto:ads@portlandobserver.com
http://www.fabricdepot.com

