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Bush Lukewarm to Voting Reforms

(AP) — President Bush, who
still faces stinging criticism over
the way he won last year’s elec-
tion, gave a lukewarm embrace last
week to voting reforms recom-
mended by former Presidents
Carter and Ford, calling their pro-
posals only guidelines.

Bush, casting himselfas an elec-
tion reformer, accorded Carter a
Rose Garden ceremony to unveil
the report by the National Commis-
sion on Federal Election, whichhe
led with Ford. But Bush avoided
taking a stand on specific propos-
als, including making election day
a national holiday, restoring vot-
ing rights to felons and allowing
voters challenged by poll workers
to cast provisional ballots any-
way.
“Today I accepttheir reportand
recommend the key principles
drawn from the report as guide-
lines for meaningful reform,” Bush
said, with Carter standing beside
him. Ford could not attend because
of a scheduling conflict.

“Icommend the commissioners
for their statesmanlike work. They

have risen above partisan emo-
tions and put forth practical sug-
gestions for improving democracy
and the United States Congress

House. (AP Photo)

should listen to them and follow
their lead,” Bush added.

House Speaker Dennis Hastert,
R-Ill., said the Carter-Ford panel
“took a serious look atourelection
laws and found ways to improve
them. I think this commission gives
us a framework from which to work

from.”

The 19-member commission
calls for a voluntary embargo on
airing Election Night projections
by the news

George W. Bush accepts a reort on voting reforms
from former President Jimmy Carter at the White

media until
polls have
closed every-
where in the
continental
United States.
| Failing that,
|l Congress
| should con-
| sider legisla-
| tiontobandis-

| closure of of-
ficial results
until 11 p.m.
ESTortoseta
uniform na-
tional poll

closing time.

The panel asks news organiza-
tions to voluntarily refrain from the
state-by-state calls that caused so
much confusion in the 2000 presi-
dential race between Bush and then-
Vice President Al Gore.

“If necessary, Congress and the

states should consider legislation,
within First Amendment limits, to
protect the integrity of the electoral
process,” the panel concludes.

Steering clear of those specifics,
Bush endorsed the panel’s broad-
estand least controversial findings:
Give states and localities the prime
role in running elections; modernize
ballots and election equipment; pro-
tect the rights of U.S. troops voting
from overseas; and enforce civil
rights laws.

Bush has been under pressure,
particularly from Democrats, to cor-
rectproblems thatarose in last fall’s
Floridaelection. Bush was declared
the winner 36 days after the voting,
following a 5-4 Supreme Courtdeci-
sion that effectively halted a partial
recount in Florida.

Thepresidentmay face evenmore
pressure from Carter, who already
has been critical of the administra-
tion.

Carter was quoted in a recent
article criticizing Bush's positions
on missile defense, Alaska oil drill-
ing and global warming and said he
has been disappointed in almost

everything Bush has done. In a fol-
low-up statement, Carter said he
respects Bush despite their honest
differences of opinion. The White
House refused direct comment on
either statement.

On one of the most critical de-
bates on how to craft reform, the
100-page reportendorsed grants that
would require states to make certain
improvements if they were to re-
ceive federal money. A substantial
minority said the federal govern-
ment should go further and man-
date standards for better elections.
The report laid out a detailed recipe
for improving elections, from im-
proving voting machinery and bal-
lot design to strengthening state
registration procedures, Itacknowl-
edged the extent of the problems
across the country, but concluded
that the framework already exists to
bring the system up to expectations.

“Inaworld of problems that often
deny any solution, the weaknesses
in election administration are, to a
very great degree, problems that

government can solve,” the report
says.

Faith Based Initiative Laudable, but Unconstitutional

On behalf of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Chairwoman Eddie
Bernice Johnsondeliveredthe fol-
lowing statement regarding the
passage of President Bush's faith-
based initiative called the “Com-
munity Solutions Act.”

“Today’s action in the House is
contemptuous to the memory of
the many warriors of the civil rights
movement. Inamatterof minutes,
my colleagues in the House of
Representatives have negated
years of struggle for equality and
fairess. H.R. 7, the “Community
Solutions Act,” is laudable, but
unconstitutional,

*“As Chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus, | am committed to
continuing to work with our reli-
gious leaders who have been some
of the best leaders in our commu-
nities for decades.

I know firsthand about the good
that the church can do in the com-

Oregon Braces For
West Nile Virus

STORY CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
virus.

There have been no human
cases of mosquito-borne en-
cephalitis in Oregon over the past
30 years.

According to Christopher M.
Wirth, supervisor of Multnomah
County Vector and Nuisance
Control, “To most people, mos-
quitoes are just an annoying
pest, but these insects carry se-
rious diseases.”

The health divisionreceived a
$90,000 grant from the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion to track the disease-carry-
ing mosquitoes.

Vector and nuisance control
officers will collect field-captured
mosquitoes and have them tested
for West Nile virus, as well as St.

What Can I Do?

STORY CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
tainers, turning containers that hold water upside down
and keeping trash receptacles from collecting water.
Lawns and gardens should be kept free of standing
water, old tires that collect water should be thrown away
or filled with sand, and water in wading pools, pet
watering dishes, and birdbaths should be changed every

few days.

Officials say swimming pools and hot tubs should also
be maintained with proper chlorination and working
equipment. The vegetation in and around ornamental
ponds should be thinned and mosquito fish are available

to eat the insects,
‘ L]

munity. However, we cannot for-
get that the use of federal funds,
which are collected from the hard
earned tax dollars ofall of the people
cannot and should not be used to
discriminate.

“Churches and religious insti-
tutions have been on the front
lines of dealing with societies’
woes since the begin-
ning of time, and in the
African-Americancom-
munity these are called
the churches ministries
- the homeless ministry,
the sick and shut-in min-
istry and a host of oth-
ers. So, using the faith
we have in our church to
try to address the prob-
lems that many people
face isn’tnew. “But, the
Charitable Choice pro-
vision in its current form
threatens to undermine

Louis and Western
Equine Encephalitis.
According to a re-
port by the Centers for
Disease Control, typi-
cal West Nile viral in-
fections in people are
mild inflammation of the
brain with symptoms
that include fever,
headache, body
aches, skin rash and
swollen lymph glands.
“More severe infec-
tion may be marked by
headache, high fever,
neck stiffness, stupor,
disorientation, coma,
tremors, convulsions,
muscle weakness, pa-
ralysis, and rarely,
death,” the report said.

nearly 60 years of federal civil rights
protections against discrimination.

Additionally, H.R. 7 would over-
ride state and local civil rights laws
and ordinances that currently pro-
tect employees.

We cannot afford to roll back
the strides made in the civil rights
movement by allowing this provi-

sion, which would allow religious
institutions to receive federal
funds, but would also allow for
them to discriminate in the use of
those funds. I just don’t think that
we should let that happen.

“For these reasons, yesterday,
the Members of the Congressional
Black Caucus unanimously passed

aresolution to express our opposi-
tionto H.R. 7.

Unfortunately, many of our col-
leagues in the House did not share
our sentiment for the hard fought
merits of the Civil Rights Act of
1964. Our only prayer is that our
colleagues in the Senate will be
more reverent.”
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