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Students do Better in Math, Worse at Writing

Achievement divide among racial and ethnic groups continue

Oregon elementary and middle
school students improved in their
ability to do complex math problems
this yearbut lagged in writing ability,
according to state educators.

Fifth-graders posted the biggest
jump — 76 percent met or exceeded
state benchmarks in math compared
with 64 percent last year and 32 per-
cent five years ago.

T'he math problem-solving and
writing results for fifth- and eighth-
graders are the latest of the 16 exams
inmath, science, reading and writing
that measure how well students are
learning.

Of the 14 test results announced
so far by the Oregon Department of
Education, 10 scores are higher this
year than last, three are lowerand one
score was unchanged.

elly Ryan takes a

blood donation

Saturday from
Jacob Deitas at the
Damon Stoudamire
Summer Blood Drive at
the American Red Cross
on North Vancouver
Avenue. Stoudamire, a
member of the Portland
Trail Blazers and a
Portland native, points out
that in the time it takes to
play just one game, 1,440
people will need blood. To
become a donor, call the
Red Cross at 503-284-
4040.
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“We continue to see steady
progress in student achievement,”
said state Superintendent Stan Bunn.

Wayne Neuburger, state testing
director, said the gains in math prob-
lem-solving may reflect the fact that
it is a relatively new test, started in
1997. Scores were low at first because
teachers and students didn’t know
what to expect, so the improvement
curve is higher once the testbecomes
familiar, he said

In contrast, Neuburger said the
writing test has been given since the
mid- 1980s insome schools and scores
have leveled off.

Portland Public Schools had two
of the highest-scoring schools in the
state on the latest math problem-solv-
ing and writing tests. Among fifth-
graders at Markham Elementary

School, 98 percent reached the bench-
mark in writing, and 96 percent did so
inmath.

Other middle schools scoring high
were the Howard Street Charter School
in Salem, Fernwood in Portland, Sun-
set in Coos Bay and Athey Creek in
West Linn

Portland also had one of the low-
est-scoring elementary schools on
the state tests, Sitton, with only 19
percent of fifth-graders meeting the
writing standard and 45 percent meet-
ing the math problem-solving stan-
dard.

Two Portland middle schools,
Whitaker and Lane, also were among
the lowest-scoring schools in the
State.

Neuburger said in general that
scores on the math problem-solving

test closely mirrored those of the
math knowledge test.

Neuburger said the problem-solv-
ing test, which measures students’
ability to take what they know about
math and apply it to a problem, is
probably the more significant of the
two math tests.

T'he results showed stark differ-
ences among racial and ethnic groups,
a continuation of the achievement
gap that has dogged state testing
since it began.

Latino, black and Indian students
trailed whites in both reading and
math problem-solving, with the great-
est gap, 25 percentage points, be-
tween whites and Latinos in eighth-
grade writing. Asian American stu-
dents outperformed all groups in fifth
and eighth grade.

Damon Stoudamlre Blood Drive Saves lees

Administrator Wins Praise for Healthcare Advances

A hospital administrator from
the Portland area is winning praise
for her work to promote minority
healthcare.

Jacqueline Gaines

Conjoined Twins’
Weak Heart Gives
Out

Conjoined twin girls born with a
shared heart died Thursday at Legacy
Emanuel Hospital & Health Center.

Jessica Faith and Emily Hope were
joined at the torso and weighed a com-
bined 12 pounds, 15 ounces. They
were delivered by Caesarean section
July 16.

Doctors say itis impossible to sepa-
rate twins that share a heart, and there
was no indication that an attempt was
made. The mother and her husband,
who are from Longview, refused to
have their names released and re-
quested that little medical information
berevealed. “Jessicaand Emily’smom
and dad were blessed to be able to
hold, rock and feed their babies
throughout the night,” according to a
statement written by the parents and
released by the hospital. “Despite the
highest quality of care and the best
technology modern medicine could
offer, the babies’ shared heart was
unable to sustain either of them.”

The parents knew the twins were
conjoined fourmonths before the birth,
according to the hospital.

Jacqueline Gaines, the opera-
tions administrator at Providence
Milwaukie Hospital, received spe-
cial recognition for her advance-
ment and development of Black
healthcare leaders, and for her ef-
forts to elevate the quality of

healthcare services rendered to
minority and undeserved commu-
nities.

The efforts were outlined in
Gaines’ President’s Award honor
from the Baltimore Chapter of the
National Association of Health Ser-

vices Executives.

The non-profit association pre-
sents the award in recognition of
outstanding service.

Last year, Gaines left Baltimore
to join the Providence Health Sys-
tem.

SAFEWAY

FOOD & DRUG

Attention

SENIORS

NEW FOR
SENIORS ONLY...

L %"M“I'v h. ot
LOON FOR OUR SPECIAL

‘RAT TR.

COMPLETE DETAILS!

Safeway Senior
Shuttle Service!

Introducing a great new service for
our newghborhood senior citizens.

FREE grocery shopping “shuttie
service” to your nearby Ainsworth
1z & MLK Bivd Safeway Food & Drug
and Renaissance Market. TWICE a
Month! On or around the 3rd and
15th of each month. This Service is
ru[( townmagpwmdm
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TROLLEY SERVICE
SCHEDULE FLYER AT YOUR MLK BLVD
SAFEWAY and RENAISSANCE MARNET FOR

Pork Loin
Rib Chops

Or Loin Chops. Valu Pack
of 4-Ibs. or more. Limit 2

Sporsored By
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Information Call
§01-572-0812

Visit Safeway’s
Web site at
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SAVE up to $3.99 b. on 2

Looking for a GREAT learning
environment for your child?

Community Learning Center
4212 NE Prescott, Portland, OR

« Small Class Sizes

« Christian Values

« Caring Teachers

« Reasonable Rates

« Convenient Location

Call 503.281.8596

The weekend is
what you make of it.

g
i remember: Join Gold Rewards. Free Nights. Global Rewards
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Radisson Hotel Seattle Airport

| www.radisson.com/seattlewa
| 1-800-333-3333 or contact your travel professional

Safeway Club Price

Fresh Foster Fanns BUY ONE GET ONE

Whole Fryers F REE

Or Best of Fryer. Locally
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

grown. Limit 4. |
SAVE up to $1.291b.on 2  Safeway Club Price

‘ www ‘aFPwav com

Tillamook
Cheddar Cheese

2-b. Medium only
Limit 1
SAVE up to $3.00

399

Safeway Club Price

Large Ripe
Tomatoes

Grown in California

SAVE up to 19¢ Ib.

79&

Safeway Club Price

Now enrolling 2% years to 3" grade.


http://www.radisson.com/seattlewa
http://www.safeway.com

