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Lakers Championship Brings Talk of Dynasty
(AP) - Talk quickly turned to the 

possibility o f a dynasty-in-the-mak- 
ing after the Lakers beat the Philadel­
phia 76ers 108-96Friday night in Game 
5 o f  the NBA Finals.

Los Angeles finished with a record 
o f  15-1 in the playoffs, the best 
postseason winning percentage in 
league history.

With two perennial All-Stars in 
Shaquille O ’Neal and Kobe Bryant 
and a coach, Phil Jackson, who has 
won eight titles in 10 years, the Lakers 
have a foundation that could lead to 
many more titles over the next several 
seasons.

'"The first championship was just 
to get the monkeyoffmyback,’’O ’Neal 
said. “The ones I get from now on will 
be to try to stamp my name in his­
tory.”

O ’Neal, a nine-year veteran, three- 
time finalist and two-time champion, 
is cementing his spot as one o f  the 
most dominant big men in the history 
o f the game, along with Wilt Cham­
berlain, Bill Russell, Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar and George Mikan.

Jackson credited O ’Neal with be­

coming more o f a team leader this 
season, which was no small feat con-

Bryant eventually went to former 
Lakers president Jerry W est’s house 

fora spaghetti 
d in n er that 
turned into a 
long, in ­
vo lved  d is ­
cussion about 
basketball, re­
la t io n s h ip s  
and winning 
c h a m p io n ­
ships. Bryant 
left vowing to 
do his part to 
repair the dis­
cordan t d y ­
namic that had 
infected the 
team.

“ R i g h t
now, it’s a thing o f the past,” Bryant 
said. “Next year, when people see us 
talking aggressively it’s not going to 
be a thing o f the past. Someone’s 
going to blow it out o f proportion

The Lakers celebrate victory and a world championship  
trophy.

sidering how fractured the team was 
during most o f the regular season.

The relationships between O ’Neal 
and Bryant and Jackson and Bryant 
had deteriorated to the point where 
both players approached manage­
ment and discussed the possibility 
o f being traded.

until we win another championship, 
and it’s going to happen again. It’s a 
cycle. But hopefully we won’t have 
to go through what we went through 
this year.”

The Lakers’ season took a sharp 
turn for the better after they lost to the 
New Y ork Knicks April 1.

They finished the season with eight 
straight victories, then rolled through 
the Western Conference playoffs 
with sweeps of the Portland Trail 
Blazers, Sacramento Kings and San 
Antonio Spurs.

The Lakers lost Game 1 o f the 
finals to the 76ers before winning the 
final four games — the final two de­
cisively —  to make history.

“Shaq came out with a lot o f  en­
ergy after the All-Star break and said, 
‘Now it’s time to start going,” ’ Jack- 
son said. “He kept motivating the 
team, he kept conditioning and re­
conditioning himself, taking a lot of 
time with free throw shots and all the 
things that are the weak points o f his

game that he wanted to improve He 
truly was a great leader.”

O ’Neal’s free throw shooting im­
proved over the latter half o f  the 
season, although he remains as likely 
to miss any given foul shot as he is to 
make it. Case in point: His final free 
throw of the postseason was an airball 
with3:41 leftinGame5.

Any other player would have been 
mortified by such an egregious miss 
in such a big game, but O ’Neal has 
learned how to take every moment in 
stride and enjoy himself. His reaction 
to the airball was a smile.

O ’Neal provided a daily dose of 
comic relief as the finals unfolded,

calling himself“quotacious” and rel­
ishing his role as The Big Jokester.

His first words upon entering the 
post-game interview room Friday 
night were: “ I’m drunk.”

After giving his thanks to his 
teammates and his family and dis­
cussing the way the Lakers soap 
opera unfolded through the sea­
son, he explained why he appeared 
so stoic and emotionless when the 
final buzzer sounded and the title 
was secured.

”1 think I’m happy,” O ’Neal said. 
“It may not seem like I’m happy on 
my face, but I ’m also greedy.

“And I ’m not done.”
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Get Connected!!
Need a Telephone at Home?
Want Your Old Phone Number Back? 

Can't Wart 10 days?
Need Features?

We Offer Affordable Packages
The Fastest Service—3 to 5 days 
You Can Keep Your Old Number

Get Free Call Waiting, 3-Way, *69 & More 
Call For Details

OR

Time To Get a Cell Phone?
Confused? Too much Information?

Why Choose?—Have it all!

Free Cellular Phone, Free Long Distance, 
Free Anytime Minutes, No Roaming, 
No Activation Fees, No Credit Req'd 

Rates as Low as 05 Cents Per Minute 
Order By Phone 

Some Restrictions Apply

A va ilab le  O n ly  A t:

Simply Cellular A Telephone Reconnections
8040 NE Sandy Blvd., Suite 100B

Portland, OR 97213
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Camille Guyton o f Tigard High School practices her swing.

Camille Guyton ofTigard will par­
ticipate in the World Scholar-Athlete
Games beginning Friday in Rhode 
Island.

She earned a $275 scholarship to 
pay halfo f the program fees based on 
her leadership qualities, scholastic

record and extracurricular accomplish­
ments. Donations were sought to help 
cover the remaining costs.

Guyton, who just completed her 
freshman year at Tigard High School, 
is the daughter ofHarvey Garnett and 
Lissa Guyton. Legalcare You Can Afford

Possible Jordan 
Return Sidelined

M ichael Jo rd an 's  possible 
return  to the NBA suffered a 
setback when he broke two 
ribs th is w eek in a pickup 
gam e.

Jordan said he was injured 
last week w hile playing with 
som e NBA players in a gym in 
C hicago and that he is ex ­
pected to be sidelined from 
any physical activ ity  for the 
next 6-to-8 weeks.

“ I t ’s been com m on know l­
edge that I have been w orking 
out for the past few m onths as 
I contem plate the possib ility  
o f  a return  to the N B A ,” Jor­
dan said in a statem ent. “ Since 
I w o n ’t be able to continue my 
w orkouts for the next month 
or tw o, I will have to postpone 
any decisions concerning my 
re tu rn .”

Doug Collins, whom Jordan 
hired as coach o f  the W ash­
ington W izards last month, told 
NBC and The W ash ing ton  
Post on Friday about the in ­
ju ry  to Jordan, the team 's  part 
ow ner and president o f  bas­
ketball operations.

The 38-year-old Jordan was 
injured w hile try ing  to post up 
a defender and when he tried 
to m ake a quick turn, the de­
fender grabbed him, causing 
the ribs to crack. C ollins said 
Jordan is sore, but also feeling 
better. He said there is no

significant cartilage damage, 
which could have prolonged 
the prognosis and made the 
injury more painful.

According to C o llin s’ pro­
jec tio n s , the earliest Jordan 
would be able to begin working 
out would be at the beginning of 
August, giving him 2 1/2 months 
to get in shape before training 
camp begins in m id-O ctober.
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Coach Michael Harper

Coach -  Michael Haiper played for the Portland Trailblazers 
during the 1980 - 1982 seasons That followed with six 
seasons in Europe In past seasons he has served as 
assistant men’s coach at University of Portland and Lewis & 
Clark college
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Retain your own attorney for $26/mo or less!
For more Information 

Kareem Or Sanja (503) 285-1531 
Sanjafaye@Aol.Com

G reyhound Racing 
May 4 - October 13, 2001 

Post Times
Wednesday - Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sundays/Holidays 1:00 pm
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NE 223rd & Glisan 
Wood Village, Oregon
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www multnomahgreyhoundpark.com 
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BOYS & GIRLS BASKETBALL 
FUNDAMENTALS CAMP

J  V PAC

Open to ages 5-13

Location -  Portland Athletic Club
5803 S W Beaverton Hillsdale Highway

To Register -  Fill out registration form and return to P.A.C.

Name - Pllùlîf -

A ye-

T-Shirt Size - S M L XL

CA M P- ______ June 18-22 _____ July 16-29 ______ August 6-10

For more information. please call
503-292-2649

5803 S W Beaverton Hillsdale Highway Portland. OR 97221
503-292-2649 www portlandathleticdub com

Stiver Lining, Jeweiry & Loan 
Portland's Largest Pawnshop

#1. Customer Service
• All Loans renewable
• No Storage Fees
• 30 Day Grace Period 

on all Loans
• Front Door Parking
• Open Mon-Sat

♦  Jewelry Specials
Starting at $20.

1 City Block 
21 St NE Sandy 
503-813-9273

Starring Portland's Favorite Pawnbrokers”

Stiver Lining
“Gives You More"

Bring this ad in and receive Silver Lining Bucks P290
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