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Lifting Old Glory to Celebrate Freedom
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Somebody Ought 
To Say Something
11 y  L. K. Hass

Doing The 'Write' Thing

Lydia K. Bass

There are many challenges to be
ing a writer. Your words can provoke 
thought, incite action or influence 
others. They can hurt or help; clarify 
an issue orcloud it up. Consequently, 
every w riter faces great responsibili
ties — especially if  you ’ re only one o f 
a handful o f  Black columnists in the 
state.

L ess  th an  tw o 
months ago, such a 
colum nist wrote two 
stories in a leading 
d a ily  lo ca l p ap e r, 
where the pot shots 
w ere heard  around 
town and are still reso
nating —  not favor
ably, particularly in the 
Black community.

There was a com 
bined total o f  more
than one thousand painful to read 
words, that didn’t enlighten or help. 
It d idn’t even make for enjoyable 
reading, although much o f  the prose 
was a rose, it simply was too thorny. 
Both stories dealt with the current 
Oregon chapterofthe NAACP, which 
was founded in 1909, making it the 
oldest chapter west o f  the M issis
sippi.

Now, as if  reading about Big 
P im p in ’, p ro c e sse d  h a ir, 
“hym ietow n”, “niglets”, and scaring 
white folk w eren’t enough, there was 
the creative ruse o f  a low scale ‘Orson 
Wells like e-mail’ from the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, that left some people actu
ally questioning it’s authenticity!?

I often wonder, when I read things 
like that, what are people thinking? 
W hat impressions do they really get? 
W hy do they believe it? W hat pur
pose is being served in writing som e
thing like that? Is there something 
positive in it? And if  there isn’t, “Then 
w hy w rite it?” Especially given the 
clim ate o f  today and the ongoing 
declarations for cultural awareness 
and sensitivity.

This is not to slam the writer alone;

she sim ply subm itted it. W hy d id n ’t 
som eone stop and say: “ Hold the 
presses.” D idn’t anyone see som e
thing wrong? A nd what about the 
people who, if  even for a m om ent, 
believed the ‘Jackson e-m ail’ was 
authentic? Now there’s a com m en
tary in that about peop le’s long held, 

e m b e d d e d  s te re o ty p e s . 
That story sim ply fed and 
perpetuated  m ore o f  the 
same.

W hen a leading w eekly 
alternative new spaper, ran 
a cartoon o f  the Pope call
ing him self a “Rock and Roll 
‘N-g g -r”  last year, many 
people from different ethnic 
and religious backgrounds 
w ere incensed and said so. 
The African-American com
munity is a little different 

w hen it com es to our own.
(Herein lies another story. . ,)How- 

ever, ju st because you aren’ t hearing 
our voices doesn’t m ean it was well 
received.

Now, the bigger concern to many 
is the issue of: Does that kind o f  a 
story by a Black journalist, somehow 
legitim ize such preceding and suc
ceeding stories? And i f  it does, then 
‘Som ebody really O ught To Say 
Som ething’ in view  o f  the fact that it 
is far from okay.

N ot m any ‘o fu s ’ are given oppor
tunities in the media. W hen we are, 
we should not fail to accurately por
tray our com m unity or slow any 
progress that we are making. N ot to 
say that we shouldn’t print the news, 
but should we print it in a fashion 
that gives people som ething to laugh 
at and m akes us look like clowns? 
M aybe ‘w e’ need to be a little m ore 
careful how we write about our people, 
because w hen others see us writing 
things like that, som eone is bound to 
see it as a license to do likewise. As 
mom m a always said: “W hen all is 
said and done, i t’s not what you say, 
but how you say it that counts.”

E A R N  W H IL E  
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Leading Edge Healthcare Savings 
Program Needs Reps to Open Doors
• Save up to 80% on Doctors & Hospitals
• Savings on Dental and Vision
• Up to 40% on Prescriptions
• Includes Legal Services & Veterinary
• 60% Payout With Incentives and Bonuses!
• Company Profit Sharing for Top Producers
• No License Required. All Training Provided

Unlim ited Growth Potential 
Simple Compensation &  Bonus Programs

Call (503) 288-1140 for Information

Youth Ambassadors 
of Vancouver, a group 
sponsored by the 
Education Service 
District, proudly hold 
the stars and stripes 
during Flag Day 
ceremonies Thursday 
at the Fort Vancouver 
National Historic 
Reserve. The 
activities also 
included a special 
performance by the 
Heritage High School 
Band and a rousing 
rendition of “You’re a 
Grand old Flag."
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Support for Racial 
Profiling Bill

An Oregon senate bill in
volving racial profiling was 
considered deadjust two short 
weeks ago. It never got out of 
committee. But the Portland 
Branch o f the NAACP helped 
reversed those fortunes last 
W ednesday when the civil 
rights group became involved 
in the issue at the request o f a 
few state legislators. "I am 
glad to announce that the Sen
ate Bill 415 was passed today 
with “no opposition,” Port
land NAACP President Roy 
Jay said.

Jay, along with Portland 
NAACP Committee Chair Rev. 
Ronald Williams and the new 
incoming president of the Port
land State University Chapter

of NAACP met with Sen. John 
Minnis in a closed door meet
ing to discuss the merits o f the 
bill. Minnis, who is also a 
Portland police officer, listened 
carefully, Jay said. The re
sults were that Minnis pio
neered the bill through the sen
ate floor. Sen. Avel Gordly, D- 
Portland, was extremely ex
cited.

“Thank You NAACP for be
ing there in such a professional 
m anner,” Gordly said. Jay 
added, “We want to also per
sonally thank Senator Gordly, 
Senator Minnis and others for 
their leadership in passing this 
important bill. This is just the 
first step, but it will help in our 
quest for racial justice..
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W h a t Part-time job  w ill pay you
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Ohly two days w orth  o f work?

Excellent Educational Assistance Program: -<-----
•Student Loan Repayment Program (up to $20,000)
• Montgomery Gl Bill (up to $263.00 per month)
•Ask about our $350.00 per month (tax free) Incentive Kicker 
•Ask about our $8,000.00 enlistment bonus

Openings Now Available 
in the Following Fields:
•Aircraft maintenance & avionics 
•General purpose mechanic & vehicle operations 
•Computer maintenance & switching 
• Information & inventory management

Contact your local Air National Guard Recruiter to determine eligibility
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"My mama loves me so much, 
she protects me from colds, 
ear infections, headaches, 

asthma attacks and even cancer 
without lifting a finger."

How? Josiah's mother doesn't smoke and doesn't allow 
secondhand smoke in her home. If you smoke, take it 
outside. Or better yet, consider quitting.
For help, call the Tobacco Quit Line at 1-877-270-STOP 
or The African American Health Coalition at 503-413-1850.

A message from

M ultnom ah County Tobacco Prevention Coalition 
African American Health Coalition
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