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Alberta Businesses Work to Dispel Stereotypes
B \ G ideon L antz.

TU b PORTLAND O bsLRN LK
The ow ners o f  an art gallery

lo ca ted  at 29"’ and  N o rtheast 
A lberta are happy graffiti appear­
ing on shop w indow s in the area

NEED $100.00?
NO SODA MACHINE AT WORK?
We are a Portland vending 
machine company that is looking 
for new locations for pop 
machines. Find us a location, and 
we will pay you $100 CASH!

We also will pay a 20% 
commission to the company you 
work for to cover all electricity 
expenses and add to their bottom 
line!

503-720-3740
CALL TODAY!!!

has d ied  dow n.
“ 1 h av en ’t seen any sort o f  

problem s on the street at least 
since A pril 1,” said C arrie 
W right, co -ow ner o f  Plain 
Jan e  F in e  A rt G if ts  and  
D écor.

Slogans such as “ Beans, 
not bom bs,”  “G ardens, not 
G alleries,” and “C onfusion, 
not Infusion,” appeared in the 
area as an exam ple o f  what 
au thorities and  m edia called 
m essage gratTiti.

The V ita C afé sported  the 
m ore  h u m o ro u s m essage: 
“ W here’s the beef?” Politi­
ca l m essages appeared  such 
a s  “ C a p i ta l i s m  S u c k s ,” 
“ Y uppies G et O ut,” and the 
anarch ist sym bol o f  an “ A ” 
inside a circle.

A rtists and business o w n ­
ers in the area com plained 
about the taggers, but som e 
say the“m edia frenzy” re­
ports on the incidents pu t the 
em erg ing  com m unity  o f  art­
ists in a negative light.

“ W e’re ju s t  sm all busi­
nesses try ing  to  m ake a liv­
ing. W e do o u r best ju s t to  get 
o u r store running. W e’re not 
try ing  to  m ake a m illion  do l­
lars a year, w e ’re ju s t trying 
to  show  som e art,” W right

said.
O thers thought peop le  w ere 

m aking m uch ado about nothing.
“T he A pril 1 tagging  I believe 

w as a joke . A ctually  they  w ere 
very hum orous and it w as ju st on 
glass so it w as easy to  clean up ,” 
said Sal G uardino, C o-O w ner o f  
G uardino G allery, located at 2939 
NE. A lberta Street.

The graffiti p rom pted  W right 
and Plain Jane C o-O w ner Jane 
M cC lain to  w rite  a letter to the 
public

“ W hat is it that you w ant? Do

you w ant the board to stay up, 
em pty build ings, no restaurants, 
no shopping, no com m unity  cen­
ters, dark streets p o llu ted  and 
unsafe? Please explain  yourself,” 
M cC lain asked  the taggers.

So far there  has been no an­
sw er.

Portland  Police B ureau N orth­
east P recinct C om m ander D er­
rick Foxworth recaí led that in Feb­
ruary flyers w ere pasted  on 10 
sport u tility  vehicles in the area 
saying the cars w ere gas guzzling 
and not environm entally  friendly.

By G ideon L antz/T he Portland O bserver 
Carrie Wright of Plain Jane Fine Arts, Gifts and Decor, is looking 
on the positive side as her business and others bounce back 
from a rash of graffiti.

A bout 30 incidents o f  graffiti in 
M arch and A pril follow ed w hich 
carried  anti corporate, anti estab­
lishm ent and anti governm ent 
m essages. “ 1 d o n ’t have any  idea 
as to  w hy it occurred ,” Foxw orth 
said. D onna G uardino o f  Guardino 
G allery , 2939 N .E. A lberta, says 
the  area is now  enjoying a renais­
sance due to  individual business 
ow ners risk ing everything to  op­
era te  there.

“ F iv e  y e a rs  ag o  w h en  w e 
bought th is build ing it w as a dan­
g e ro u s  stree t. R ight a fte r  we 
bough t it w e heard on television 
A lberta  w as the street w ith  the 
m o s t m u rd e rs  in P o r t la n d ,” 
G uard ino  said.

That image is changing as m oth­
ers walk babies on strollers, people 
buy  m ovies and  listen to  m usic 
w here  form erly they did not ven­
tu re  out at night. H ow ever, a re­
naissance o f  activity  am ong busi­
nesses and artists here has appar­
en tly  led to  fears o f  the sam e kind 
o f  gentrification  w hich occurred 
in N orthw est Portland.

“ I t’s an econom ic environm ent 
here. W e all have to  pay the  rent 
an d  m ake it go ,” G uardino said. 
H er husband Sal thought taggers 
m ight unfairly  characterize local 
a rtists as yuppies w ho have com e 
from  N ew  Y ork.

Its  Has F ira lty  Happened !

H. & B. Too
Oregon's Oldest Licensed Pawnshop

Is ready to open in your neighborhood
4709 N.E. Martin Luther King Blvd.

Just south of Alberta - Plenty of Free Parking
Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am • 5:30pm

Saturday 10:00am * 4:00pm
P-ÎOk

Club Closes For 
‘Cooling Off’ Period
T he C leo L illian Social Club, 

3 0 4 1 N. W illiam s A ve., vo lun­
tarily  closed its doors M em orial 
D ay w eekend fo r a four-day 
“cooling  o f f ’ period, a fte r a 
recent shoo ting  and less seri­
ous incidents at the m em b ers’ 
only club.

M anager X avier Brow ning, 
board  m em ber E lizabeth  W a­
ters and  o ther c lub  represen ta­
tives m et w ith O regon L iquor 
C ontro l C om m ission  officials 
and represen tatives o f  the Port­
land P olice  B u reau ’s N orth ­
east P recinct T hursday  to  d is­
cuss recent p roblem s, includ- 
ing theM ay  19 incident in w hich 
shots w ere fired  inside the club. 

N o  one w as in jured in the

shooting, but the  gunm an es­
caped .

“W e consider th is a positive 
m ove from club m anagem ent,” 
said  G ary  M cG rew , O L C C  
f ie ld  o p e ra t io n s  d ire c to r .  
“T h e y ’re w illing  to  address the 
problem s, and th e y ’re sending 
a m essage to  custom ers that 
th ings w ill change for the bet­
te r .”

M c G re w  s a id  th e  c lu b  
agreed  to  presen t a m anage­
m ent p lan  to  O LC C  M ay 29 
that w ill address public safety 
issues to  avoid  an  im m ediate 
liquor license suspension. This 
could  include increasing secu­
rity  personnel and  duty hours, 
and  closing earlier.

Spring Chimney Cleaning Special
Services include:
• Flue Cleanings (Gas, on, wood, & Pellet)
• Chimney Caps (Custom Sizes Available)
• Masonry Repairs (Complete Tuck Pointing & Rebuilds)
• Dampers
• Gas/Wood/Oil Flue Relinings J
• Gas Insert, Log Set, & Woodstove Installations
• 21 Point Safety Inspection Provided

I

per flue
m»e*is >n*y be extia

A sk  abou t o u r lim ited  life tim e  w arran ty  o n  a ll m asonry  repairs!

10%  OFF ♦FREE ESTIMATES* $ 5 0  OFF

C A P  &  D A M P E R
S atu rd ay  a p p o in tm e n ts  av a ilab le A N Y  M A S O N R Y

INSTALLATIONS R E P A IR S  O V E R  $25(1

Chimney-Pro
“Your Local Chimney Professional”

866-CHIM-PRO
(866-244-6776)

CCB# 147440
Licensed. Bonded. A 

Insured

New Warning Would 
Call Lottery Hazardous
(A P) —  W arnings that play­

ing the lottery “m ay be  hazard­
ous to your financial health” 
w ould be p laced on state lottery 
billboards under a bill approved 
Friday by  the O regon House.

Currently, billboards flashing 
jackpo t totals carry the state­
ment “Lottery gam es should not 
be played for investm ent pur­
poses.”

R ep. J e f f  M erk ley  said  a 
“punchier” m essage is needed, 
one stating that playing the lot­
tery can be addictive.

“H opefully, because it plays a 
little bit on cigarette w arnings, it 
wi 11 draw a little more attention,” 
the Portland D em ocrat said.

“Lottery gam es do not present 
a w in-w in situation,” he said. 
“T o the individuals w ho partici­
pate, they pose serious risks.”

The new  w arning introduced 
by  H B 3 192, passed 45-9  by the 
House, would read “W ARNING: 
The lottery m ay be hazardous to 
your financial health” and be 
printed in m ore prom inent bold, 
12-inch high lettering.

A recent study show s that 
there are around 50,000problem 
or pathological gam blers in O r­

egon “for w hom  gam bling has 
seriously affected their quality 
o f  life,” M erkley said.

The new  w arning, he added, 
m ay help discourage people ad­
dicted to  the lottery.

O ther law m akers questioned 
the sta te’s involvem ent in the 
gam bling industry.

“The m ission o f  the Oregon 
Lottery Com m ission is revenue 
and only revenue. That is not a 
good m ission,” said Rep. Cedric 
Hayden.

The Elm ira Republican was 
also critical o f  ads touting the 
lottery as a m eans o f  giving back 
to  the state w hile having a little 
fun.

“You ’re really not helping the 
state when you consider that we 
have to bail out all these families 
that fall apart (because o f  gam ­
bling debts),” he said.

Rep. Phil Barnhart, D-Eugene, 
said he looked forward to the 
day when the state w ouldn’t 
have to rely on the lottery for 
revenue.

“This is a bad tax on the 
addicted and the poor,” he said.

The m easure now  goes to the 
Senate for consideration.
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