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Alberta Businesses Work to Dispel Stereotypes

By GipEON LANTZ, located at 29" and Northeast has died down.

'k PORTLAND OBSERVER Alberta are happy graffiti appear-
The owners of an art gallery ing on shop windows in the area problems on the street at least

since April 1,” said Carrie

Wright, co-owner of Plain

NEED $ 1 00 00 ‘) Jane Fine Art Gifts and
. ] 9 Decor.

Slogans such as “Beans,

Elg) S QD 9 h 1 9 CI llh“ 5 9 ’l‘ }afg 2'; K ) not bombs,” “Gardens, not

Galleries,” and “Confusion,

not Infusion,” appeared inthe

Wre arc a Portland Vendlng area as an example of what
maChine Company that 1S lOOklng authorities and media called

message graffiti.

for new lOCationS for pop The Vita Café sported the

more humorous message:

machines. Find us a location, and “Where'sthe beef?” Polt

. cal messages appeared such
wE Wlll pay yOU $100 CASH! as “Capitalism Sucks,”
“Yuppies Get Out,” and the
anarchist symbol of an “A”

We alSO Wl“ pay a 20% inside a circle.

Artists and business own-

COITlmlSSlOIl tO the Company you ers in the area complained

about the taggers, but some

work for to cover all electriCity  say the'media frenzy” re-

ports on the incidents put the

CxpenSGS and add tO thelr bO[tom emerging community of art-

ists in a negative light.

llne! “We're just small busi-

nesses trying to make a liv-

ing. We do our best just to get
- -_— . .

our store running. We’re not

trying to make a million dol-

CALL TODAY ! ' ' lars a year, we’re just trying

to show some art,” Wright

“l haven’t seen any sort of

said.
Others thought people were
making much ado about nothing.
“The April | tagging I believe
was a joke, Actually they were
very humorous and it was just on
glass so it was gasy to clean up,”

said Sal Guardino, Co-Owner of

Guardino Gallery, located at 2939
NE. Alberta Street.

Ihe graffiti prompted Wright
and Plain Jane Co-Owner Jane
McClain to write a letter to the
public

“What is it that you want? Do

you want the board to stay up,
empty buildings, no restaurants,
no shopping, no community cen-
ters, dark streets polluted and
unsafe? Please explain yourself,”
McClain asked the taggers.

So far there has been no an-
SWer. '

Portland Police Bureau North-
east Precinct Commander Der-
rick Foxworth recalled that in Feb-
ruary flyers were pasted on 10
sport utility vehicles in the area
saying the cars were gas guzzling
and not environmentally friendly.

By GipEo~N LANTZ/THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
Carrie Wright of Plain Jane Fine Arts, Gifts and Décor, is looking
on the positive side as her business and others bounce back

from a rash of graffiti.

About 30 incidents of graffiti in
March and April followed which
carried anti corporate, anti estab-
lishment and anti government
messages. “l don’t have any idea
as to why it occurred,” Foxworth
said. Donna Guardino of Guardino
Gallery, 2939 N.E. Alberta, says
the area is now enjoying a renais-
sance due to individual business
owners risking everything to op-
erate there.

“Five years ago when we
bought this building it was a dan-
gerous street. Right after we
bought it we heard on television
Alberta was the street with the
most murders in Portland,”
Guardinosaid.

That image ischanging as moth-
ers walk babies onsstrollers, people
buy movies and listen to music
where formerly they did not ven-
ture out at night. However, a re-
naissance of activity among busi-
nesses and artists here has appar-
ently led to fears of the same kind
of gentrification which occurred
in Northwest Portland.

“It’san economic environment
here. We all have to pay the rent
and make it go,” Guardino said.
Her husband Sal thought taggers
might unfairly characterize local
artists as yuppies who have come
from New York.

Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm
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Its Has Finﬁm Happened |
H. & B. 100

Oregon's Oldest Licensed Pawnshop
Is ready to open in your neighborhood

4709 N.E. Martin Luther King Blvd.

Just south of Alberta -  Plenty of Free Parking
Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm
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Spring Chimney Cleaning Special \ \
i

Services Include:

» Flue Cleanings (Gas, Oil, Wood, & Pellet) 4 $ 69 : 9 5* ,J:

e Chimney Caps (Custom Sizes Available)
« Masonry Repairs (Complete Tuck Pointing & Rebuilds)

Dampors "Inserts may be extra

Gas/Wood/Oil Flue Relinings
Gas Insert, Log Set, & Woodstove Installations
21 Point Safety Inspection Provided

R O S e S S e s e e e

Ask about our limited lifetime warranty on all masonry repairs!

10% orr

CAP & DAMPER
INSTALLATIONS

*FREE ESTIMATES*

Saturday appointments available

Chimney-Pro

“Your Local Chimney Professional”
866-CHIM-PRO

(866-244-6776)

/

per flue "

ANY MASONRY
REPAIRS OVER $250

CCB# 147440
Licensed, Bonded, &
Insured

Club Closes For
‘Cooling Off” Period

The Cleo Lillian Social Club, .,
| 3041 N. Williams Ave., volun-

tarily closed its doors Memorial
Day weekend for a four-day
“cooling off” period, after a
recent shooting and less seri-
ous incidents at the members’
only club.

Manager Xavier Browning,
board member Elizabeth Wa-
ters and other club representa-
tives met with Oregon Liquor
Control Commission officials
and representatives of the Port-
land Police Bureau’s North-
east Precinct Thursday to dis-
cuss recent problems, includ-
ingthe May 19 incident in which
shots were fired inside the club.

No one was injured in the

New Warning Would
Call Lottery Hazardous

(AP) — Warnings that play-
ing the lottery “may be hazard-
ous to your financial health”
would be placed on state lottery
billboards under a bill approved
Friday by the Oregon House.

Currently, billboards flashing
jackpot totals carry the state-
ment “Lottery games should not
be played for investment pur-
poses.”

Rep. Jeff Merkley said a
“punchier’” message is needed,
one stating that playing the lot-
tery can be addictive.

“Hopefully, becauseitplaysa
little bit on cigarette warnings, it
will draw a little more attention,”
the Portland Democrat said.

“Lottery games donot present
a win-win situation,” he said.
“Tothe individuals who partici-
pate, they pose serious risks.”

The new warning introduced
by HB3192, passed 45-9 by the
House, wouldread “WARNING:
The lottery may be hazardous to
your financial health” and be
printed in more prominent bold,
12-inch high lettering.

A recent study shows that
thereare around 50,000 problem
or pathological gamblers in Or-

. shooting, but the gunman es-

caped.

“We consider this a positive
move from clubmanagement,”
said Gary McGrew, OLCC
field operations director.
“They’re willing toaddress the
problems, and they’re sending
a message to customers that
things will change for the bet-
ter.”

‘McGrew said the club
agreed to present a manage-
ment plan to OLCC May 29
that will address public safety
issues to avoid an immediate
liquor license suspension. This
could include increasing secu-
rity personnel and duty hours,
and closing earlier.

egon “for whom gambling has
seriously affected their quality
oflife,” Merkley said.

The new warning, he added,
may help discourage people ad-
dicted to the lottery.

Other lawmakers questioned
the state's involvement in the
gambling industry.

“The mission of the Oregon
Lottery Commission is revenue
and only revenue. That is not a
good mission,” said Rep. Cedric
Hayden,

The Elmira Republican was
also critical of ads touting the
lottery as a means of giving back
to the state while having a little
fun.

“You’rereally nothelping the
state when you consider that we
have to bail out all these families
that fall apart (because of gam-
bling debts),” he said. :

Rep. Phil Barnhart, D-Eugene,
said he looked forward to the
day when the state wouldn't
have to rely on the lottery for
revenue.

“This is a bad tax on the
addicted and the poor,” he said.

The measure now goes to the
Senate for consideration.




