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Sweeping Cuts Weaken Services to the Vulnerable
Available resources, including the Kicker, 
are available today to address the state's 
needs without putting programs at risk
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H ello , m y nam e is V irg in ia  
Robertson, and I am the President o f  
the Board ofDirectors o f  Ecumenical 
M inistries o f  Oregon. Ecum enical 
M inistries o f  Oregon is a statewide 
association o f  17 Christian denom i­
nations comprising some 1,300 con­
gregations. We work with regional

ecum enical and interfaith organiza­
tions throughout the state.

The Cam paign for Fairness is an 
ecumenical concern and Ecumenical 
M inistries o f  O regon urges board 
support o f  cam paign’s goals from 
com m unities o f  faith across the state. 

O ur support is rooted in our his­

tory o f  almost 100 years o f  ecum eni­
cal witness in support o f  the most 
vulnerable in oursociety. W hat brings 
us to the table today is our strong 
sense that the proposed state budget 
cuts affect everyone in Oregon.

They affect our families, our con­
gregations, children in our schools,

w orking parents and many others 
am ong us. In the coming weeks, Ecu­
menical M inistriesofO regon will en­
courage the broadest possible re­
sponse to these sweeping cuts.

W e will encourage all Oregonians 
w ho seek a lair government to be in 
this campaign.

Those who support the Campaign 
for Fairness understand that the re­
sources to stem these budget cuts 
are available today without putting 
other state programs at risk.

W e call on our elected representa­
tives to use existing revenues, in­

cluding the kicker, to address the real 
needs o f  Oregonians.

A lthough we acknow ledge that 
the apportions we seek will not m eet 
all o f  the needs o f  vulnerable O rego­
nians who are hungry, o r tem porarily 
unem ployed or w ithout shelter, or 
unable to afford safe childcare, we are 
com pelled to ask the state to at least 
restore the cuts proposed in this 
budget.

The projected kicker alone is more 
than sufficient to address these criti­
cal needs at the levels identified by 
the campaign.

E d i t o r  i n  C h i e f , 

P u b l i s h e r  

C harles « .W a sh in g to n

Taking a Stand for the Voiceless and Powerless

E d i t o r  

L a rry  J .  Ja ck so n , S r.

B y R ev, Ronald L. W illiams

P astor Bethel A .M .E, C hlrcii
P eople o f  faith  have g iven  su p ­

p o rt ac ro ss  d en o m in a tio n a l lines 
to  C am paign  fo r F a irness .

W e have un ited  to be a s tro n g  
v o ice  for v o ice le ss  and  p o w e r­
less peop le . We are  s ta n d in g  to ­
g e th er to  speak  fo r fam ilies  and  
ch ild ren  w ho a lre ad y  s tru g g le

w ith  f in an c ia l d ec is io n s  and  c a n ­
not b ea r  the  b u rd en  o f  u n fa ir  cu ts 
in p ro g ra m s an d  se rv ic e s  they  
d ep e n d  on to  m ake th e ir  liv es  
b e tte r . In h is  b r ie f  S ta te  o f  the 
S ta te  co m m en ts  a t th e  b eg in n in g  
o f  L e g i s la t iv e  s e s s io n ,  G o v . 
K itz h a b e r sa id , “ W e have  hard  
d e c is io n s  to  m ake and  w e m ust 
m ake  b u d g e t c u ts .” T he S ta te

L eg is la to rs  m ust h ea r  the v o ice  
o f  the peo p le  o f  fa ith  in  the s ta te  
o f  O reg o n  sa y in g , a lth o u g h  cu ts  
m ust be m ade, p eo p le  a lre ad y  in 
crisis  are not the o nes w ho sh o u ld  
rece iv e  th e  n e g a tiv e  en d  o f  the 
sharp  b u d g e t ax.

It is u n fa ir  to  ask  fa m ilie s  and 
ch ild ren  a lre ad y  tra p p e d  in p o v ­
erty  to  m ake it w ith o u t p ro g ra m s

an d  se rv ic e s  they  h av e  com e to 
d ep e n d  on. It is u n fa ir  to  ask  the 
p eo p le  w ith  the  lo w es t in co m e in 
th e  s ta te  to  p ay  the tax  b rea k  o f  
th o se  w ith  the h ig h e s t incom e.

It is u n fa ir  to  f in d  a w ay  to 
p ro te c t b rid g e s , ro ad s an d  tree s  
b u t n o t find  a w ay  to  p ro te c t 
h o m e less  an d  h u rtin g  peop le .

Be fa ir and  let the b udget ax fall

w here  it w ill do the leas t harm . B e 
fa ir  an d  le t th o se  w ho b e n e f ite d  
from  p a s t f isca l d e c is io n s  now  
b e a r  the b u rd en  o f  p re se n t d e c i­
s io n s .

B e fa ir  an d  p ro te c t th e  m o st 
v u ln e ra b le  p eo p le  in  o u r  s ta te .

Je su s  sa id , “ In  as m u c h  as you 
d o n e  it u n to  th e  le a s t o f  th ese  
y o u  h av e  d o n e  it u n to  m e .”

B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r

G ary  A nn T aylor
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Smith Applauds 
Passage of Budget
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Sen. Gordon Smith. R-Ore. hailed 
Thursday’s passage o f  the budget as 
a victory for working Oregonians, par­
ticularly those with families.

The budget cuts taxes by $ 1.35 tril­
lion while increasing funds for educa­
tion, natural resource protection, and 
health coverage. The budget will also 
reduce our national debt and protect 
every penny o f Social Security and 
Medicare. “This budget means that 
working Oregonians will not only be 
left with more money in their pockets at 
the end o f  the month, but that their 
families will benefit from better schools, 
c leaner water and air, and more acces­
sible health care,” said Smith. “This 
budget re-stacks the deck in favor o f 
those who play by the rules, work hard, 
and want only to provide for their 
families. It also protects our seniors 
who have paid their dues and now 
want a secure retirement.”

The final budget also includes a 
provision written by Smith that will 
provide $28 billion over the next three 
years to help working families obtain

health insurance. This is in addition to 
the $70billion in re fundable tax credits 
for the purchase o f  health insurance 
that were included in the president’s 
budget. “We need to care for those in 
our country who, try as they might, 
cannot afford health care coverage for 
themselves or their families,’ ’ said Smith. 
“Health care coverage for low-income 
workers can be done in a way that will 
promote state flexibility, avoid new 
bureaucracies, and protect the em­
ployer-based coverage system while 
providing health care coverage to mil­
lions o f Americans who live in fear o f  
getting sick or injured.”

Smith said the budget also provides 
nearly $80 billion in additional assis­
tance to farmers and ranchers; $300 
billion forexpansionofM edicare Pre­
scription Drug Benefits; earmarks 
nearly $8 billion to expand Medicaid 
benefits to children with special needs; 
increases spending for IDEA, a pro­
gram which aids disabled students by 
$ 1.25 billion and provides $2.6 billion I 
for teacher quality training.

HOME REPAIR TEAM
We ll get all those "honey-dos” done.

Finish Carpentry  
Roof & Siding R epair  
Dry Rot R epair  
Shower R ep lacem ent 
Cabinets & Countertops 
Deck R epair & Installations  
Sm all Concrete Jobs 
Floor Covering Jobs 
W indow s, Doors & Skylights

503-288-7461

Neil Kelly ASK ABOUT OUR 2-YEAR GUARANTEE. 

www.neilkelly.com

Sheetrock  
Leak R epair 
Just about any
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ARTICLES: 
Monday by 5  p.m .

ADS:
Friday by noon

The Portland Observer welcomes 
freelance submissions. Manuscripts 
and photographs should be clearly 
labe led and will be returned i f  accom­
panied by aselfaddressed envelope. 
All created design display ads be­
come the sole property o f the news­
paper and cannot be used in other 
publications or personal usage with­
out the written consent o f the general 
manager, unless the client has pur­
chased the composition o f  such ad. 
C  1996 THE PORTLAND OB­
SERVER. A L L  R IG H T S  RE­
SER VED , R E P R O D U C TIO N  IN  
W H O LE O R IN P A R TW ITH O C T  
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The Portland Observer-Oregon ’s 
Oldest Multicultural Publication- -is a 
member o f  the National Newspaper 
Association—Founded in 18X5, and 
The National Advertising Represen­
tative Amalgamated Publishers. Inc, 
New York, NY, and The West Coast 
J lack Publishers Association • Serv­

ing Portland and Vancouver.

SAFEWAY
F O O D  &  D R U G

Attention
SENIORS

N EW  FOR 
SENIORS ONLY...

Safeway Senior 
Shuttle Service!

IV A  I Introducing a great new service for 
[ I /  our neighborhood senior citizens 

FREE grocery shopping shuttle 
) service to your nearby Ainsworth 
/« .M L K  Blvd Safeway Food &  Drug  
I  and Renaissance M arket TW ICE a 
’ M o n th 1 O n  or around the 3rd and 

15th of each m onth This Service is 
FREE to seniors age 6 0  and over 

“(Mieiewon GrandchMmi and mbm 
WILLHQT M f l /W W O  w  tfv SlMt* nt ony tin* 

LOOK FOR OUR 5PFCIAL
K A I  TRANSPORTATION TROLL FY StRVICt 

SCHKOULt FLYKR AT YOUR MLK BLVD
SAFIWAY and RtNAISSANCt MARKtT FOR 

COMPLKTt OITA ILS!

(A)SAFEWAY
V >7 FO O D 4 DRUG

Z?z/iaU44incz fJlasitl RfRICRR RIRf RICRI) 
CMNRttR Of COfflRIfRCf 

OfORfMR

For M o rr  
Inform ation CoU 

503 572 0912

Visit Safeways
Web site at

www.safeway.com

Available at 
Safeway:

PRICES EFFECTIVE MAY 2001
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Extra Lean 
Ground Beef
Max. Fat 15%.
Valu Pack only, 5 lbs. or larger 
O r 3-lb. Net Weight Roll.
SAVE up to $2.49 lb. on 2

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE 
S afew ay C lu b  Price

A- «■ '... ¿JL
M aruchan
R am en
3-oz Assorted varieties 
Limit 12.
SAVE up to 7< on 12

Safeway Club Price

Sweet
Cantaloupe
SAVE up  to  40C  lb. 39

Safeway Club Price

t
lb.

M b . R ed  R ipe  
Straw berries
Grown in California.
SAVE up to $2.98 on 2

BUY ONE GET ONEFree
Safeway Club Price

Now the savings are in the Card! ALL LIMITS ARE PER 
HOUSEHOLD PER DAY!
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