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School Chiefs Move From Dismal to Abysmal

administration change little for children in Portland’s worst schools

School board and

Editor s Note The Crisis Team,

a diverse group of communit)
residents, including the ;‘h\l."u’?.fu
Parents Association, New Party
and Black United Front, is end
ing a two month demonstration
moratorium. The team is criticiz
ing the Portland School Board
and Administration with failure
ichievement at low
The follow
from Ronnié

of the team

in boosting
performing s hools
g I8 d sftatement
Herndon,

and a l«

a member
meliime communifty activ-
ist

The Crisis Team will resume
school board demonstrations on
May 21
moratorium have produced few
ifany changes that will help thou-
sands of Portland children being
crushed by board and adminis-
tration intransigence and indif-
I'he board talks a good
game about closing the achieve-

Discussions during the

ference

ment gap, their actions ensure it
will never happen.

Nothing has been done to re-
cruit effective teachers to poor
performing schools. Nothing has
been done to move effective
teachers into principal positions
in poor performing schools.

Nothing has been done to en-
sure that the Portland public
schools special education depart-
ment complies with federal laws.
Nothing has been done to ensure
that English as a second lan-
guage students receive desper-
ately needed services (92 per-
cent of 10th graders are not at

math benchmarks and 98.4 per-
cent are not at reading bench-
mark). Nothing has been done to
ensure black. Hispanic, Native
American and low income white
children receive instruction in
the highest level of math and

And alarmingly, an administra-
tion, aside from a lame duck
superintendent, that has be-
come nearly all white. So much
for the board’s fabled commit-
ment to diversity.

T'he board sanctions and ap-

o

Portland's Ronnie Herndon (.s'e:’ond_f.iurﬂer.".r with other members of The

Crisis Team

science. Nothing has been done
to eliminate disciplinary abuses
(percentage wise, black chil-
dren receive three times as
many disciplinary referrals as
white children). The board
would have us entrust the lives
of children, already failed by
the public school system, into
the hands of an administration
that does not have one person
that ever significantly closed
the achievement gap between
affluent and poor children or
white and minority children.

plauds the personnel decisions
of its human resources depart-
ment, including principal hir-
ing and placement. This de-
partment does not have single
individual that ever turned
around a poor-performing
school. We are asked to trust
the judgment of those who hire
for that they have never been
apart of, a high achieving school
with a student body composed
of primarily low income and
minority students. The board
continues giving lip service to

Justice is Finally Served in
Birmingham Case

Kweisi Mfume, president and
chief executive officer of the
NAACP, said that with the guilty
verdict of former Ku Klux
Klansman Thomas Blanton, Jr.
“Justice has finally been served
in one of the most vile and violent
murders this country has ever
seen.” However, Mfume said:
“We’'re mindful that this verdict

will not bring back the lives of
the four little girls who were
senselessly killed in the 1963
bombing of a Birmingham, Ala-
bama church. Nor will it ease the
collective pain that this nation
has lived with for the last 38
years. | hope their deaths will
remind us of how hate can de-
stroy when left unchallenged.”

SAFEWAY

FOOD & DRUG

Attention

SENIORS

NEW FOR

SENIORS ONLY...

Safeway Senior
Shuttle Service!

ing Portland and Vancouver.

Maonth!
15th of each

LOON FOR OUR SPECIAL

COMPLETE DETAILS!

Introducing a great new service for
) our ne, ghborhood senior otizens.
FREE grocery shopping “shuttle
service  to your nearby Ainsworth
& MLK Bivd Safeway Food & Drug
and Renaissance Market. TWICE a
On or around the 3rd and
month. This Service is
FREE to seniors age 60 and over

RAZ TRANSPORTATION™ TROLLEY SERVICE
SCHEDULE FLYER AT YOUR MLKN BLVD
SAFEWAY ond RENAISSANCE MARKET FOR

Roast

Bone-In.

Sponiorsd By

(§)3055 00

Renausance Morket

For More
Information Calt
5§03 572-0812

Visit Safeway's
Web site at

WWW. saieway com

——

AFRICAN AMERICAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF OREGON
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£ Tm WE

SAVE up to 80¢ Ib.

Pork Shoulder

An Alabama jury last week
found Blanton guilty of first-de-
gree murder in the deaths of four
black girls, killed in one of the most
shocking crimes of the civil rights
era. Cynthia Wesley, Carole
Robertsonand Addie Mae Collins,
all aged 14, and Denise McNair,
11 died in the blast of the Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church.
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Safeway Club Price

closing the achievement
while its actions demonstrate in- H.
creasing ease at genuflecting be-
and institutional

fore academic

gap racism. In the

Abysmal.”
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words of William
the board has
“Dismal to the
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Watch for one day promotion.

THE LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN THE WEST
May 8 through May 22, 2001

Open Memorial Day, May 28th 9am-6pm

MAILER SALE!

30% OFF

Everything in the Store

SPECIAL SALE

2 DAYS ONLY-MAY 18 & 19

All Fabric

extended hours Saturdin

FABRIC DEPOT COUPON

*Limit 6 per coupon = Valid 5/174

L ________________ ‘-_’U_[Jl_ e __]
OUTDOOR SALE BEGINS SATURDAY, MAY 26TH

HOURS: 10am - 6pm

$1.99

Limited to stock on hand!

et
|

MOTHER'S DAY PROMOTION

SUNDAY MAY 13th
ALL SCISSORS 50% off regular price

« With scissor purchase, get a free sample roll of

Perfect Cotton batting, while supplies last-1 per customer please

“DRITZ QUILTING" packages also 50% off

RETAIL HOURS:
MON -FRIL 9:00am

700 S.E.

WHOLESALE HOURS:
\||| IPI L1

1-800-

BE SURE TO CHECK OUR STORE FOR “MANAGER’S SPECIALS”

*Discounts do not apph 1o previously discounted or marked down items. 5801 thru 572201

RETAIL ~ WHOLESALE

122nd Ave.

Portland, OR

(503) 252-9530

Visit our wehsite at
www fabricdepot. com

392-3376

Tender

Asparagus
Grown in California.
SAVE up to $2.01 Ib. Safeway Club Price

Ib.

Available at
Safeway.

10111]1_;13

Kraft Macaroni
& Cheese

5.5 to 725-0z. Selected varieties
Limit 8

SAVE up to 50¢ on 2

23,1

Safeway Club Price

Ice Cream

Limit 2 (Includes 1 free)
SAVE up to $3.99 on

Safeway SELECT

Half Gallon. Assorted Regular, Light,
Fat Free, or No Sugar Added varieties

Safeway Club Price
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